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This volume comprises two fundamental and
complementary classics in Rabbinic literature
concerning authentic Jewish ethical teachings:
the Mishna Avos, called Pirkei Avos, and
Rabbeinu Asher ben Yechiel, the Rosh’s, Orchos
Chayim. Both are primary compositions on the

Torah’s philosophy of proper living with precise
instructions for achieving content and happy

lives.

Each have been newly translated and, for Pirkei
Avos, elucidated with concise notes and
comments derived directly from traditional

Jewish commentaries.

Also added here is a third, original work, All 613

Commandments in Prose which lays out all the

Torah’s Commandments in easy to read form,
and is exclusively based on the Rambam’s

(Maimonides) Sefer HaMitzvos.

Reuven Brauner
Raanana, Israel
June 13, 2014
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Preface

F or the believing Jew, Pirkei Avos (Chapters of the Fathers) is
most significantly unlike any other collection of common wise
sayings or book of thoughtful quotations.

F or although these maxims are attributed to one particular Sage
or another, Pirkei Avos is really Torah Shebe’al Peh, the Oral
Torah, the Word of God, received at the Revelation at Sinai by
Moses, transmitted by him to Joshua, and then from generation to
generation until the great sages, the Tannaim of the Mishna and
Braisa, who ultimately committed these adages to writing for
posterity.

P irkei Avos has achieved immense popularity among Jews
everywhere, one might dare say, even exceeding that of
Solomon’s archetypical work on Jewish ethics and morality, Sefer
Mishei, the Book of Proverbs, and in spite of the latter’s inclusion
in the Holy Canon, the Tanach. Yet, for hundreds of years it has
been Pirkei Avos which has been the greater source of study and
commentary.
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P irkei Avos - Synthesized is a modest attempt to amalgamate
the essence of each Mishna with the insights of several
popular commentaries with the intent of enabling the reader to
quickly and enjoyably absorb the fundamentals and insights of
each judicious and meaningful saying.

I ncluded herein is the Hebrew text of each Mishna with
translation. The translation of several Biblical verses is based
on the Hirsch Siddur edition.

P rimary sources used for this work were:

Rashi, Rabbeinu Yona, Rav Ovadiah M’Bartenura, Ikar
Tosafos Yom Tov, Biurei HaGra, Rabbi Yaacov Emden,
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, Siddur Avodas Yisroel of R’
Seligmann Baer, Eitz Yosef in Siddur Otzar Hatefillos,
and Rabbi Eliezer Levi in Mishna M’fureshes. Due to the
brilliant uniqueness of Rabbi Hirsch’s commentary, it has
been singled out and shown in the lightface type.

he following Introduction has been adapted from the
encyclopedia Otzar Yisrael and Sefer Otzar Dinim
U’Minhogim, both of R’ J.D. Eisenstein.

F ootnotes are based on the commentary of R’ Chanoch Albeck.
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Introduction

P irkei Avos (Chapters of the Fathers) or simply Avos is a Mishna

in Seder Nezikim set between tractates Avodah Zarah and
Horios. It contains five chapters of ‘real’ Mishna and a sixth chapter,
a Braisa, called Kinyan Hatorah (Acquisition of the Torah) whose
main theme is praises of the Torah.

A vos is replete with ethical and moral instruction, and Derech

Eretz (proper conduct), which the ‘fathers’ of the Great
Assembly transmitted to us, hence its name, Pirkei Avos. Herein are
the fundamental principles (another meaning of the word Avos) and
beliefs to which every religious Jew should adhere, and by which he
should conduct himself throughout his entire life.

he Tanna begins with “Moses received the Torah from Sinai and

transmitted it to Joshua...until the men of the Great
Assembly...until Rebbe Yochanan ben Zakkai.” This is mentioned in
order to emphasize that even matters of ethics were not invented by
the Sages of the Mishna, but were also announced at Sinai (R.
Ovadiah of Bartenura).
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he Rambam (Maimonides) in his introduction to Seder Zeraim

said that once (Rebbe) completed the laws of judging (Tractate
Sanhedrin), he addressed himself to the personal behavior of the
judge himself, with which these Mishnas begin. He did this for two
reasons. First, in order to indicate that their authority, tradition and
teachings are true and correct and, therefore, they are worthy of
proper, high honor. Second, is to learn good conduct from their
sayings. But, who needs this more than the judge himself for if an
ordinary person were to behave unethically, it would harm but
himself alone, whereas unethical and immodest behavior of the
judge affects the public, as well as himself.

he first four chapters of Avos include sayings from sixty

outstanding sages of Israel who flourished over a period of
some 450 years from the time of Shimon the Righteous until the
redaction of the Mishna by Rabbi Judah Hanassi. Some sages are
quoted once, others multiple times. Although most are ethical adages,
several Mishnas are more like commentaries on Scripture, as for
example with Rebbe Chananyah ben Tardion (3:2), Rebbe Akiva
(3:14) or Ben Zoma (4:1). Many Mishnas are in Aramaic being the
language of the people at the time.

he fifth chapter is noted for the many anonymous sayings
organized in descedending order from the number ten, “The
world was created with ten sayings”, “Seven things are characteristic
of the dumbbell”, “Four characteristics are found among men”,
“Anyone who exhibits these three traits is of the students of

Abraham, our forefather”, etc.
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he Gemara (Baba Kamma 30a) states, “Rab Judah said, He who

wishes to be pious must fulfill the laws of Seder Nezikin by
being careful in matters that may cause damage. But Rabba said, he
should apply to himself the matters dealt with in the Tractate Avos, i.e.
issues affecting ethics and right conduct”.

F rom here, it has become the universal practice to regularly recite

and learn Pirkei Avos, even in synagogue, although many
different customs have arisen as to when they are to be read. Some
recite a chapter or more a week before or after Shabbos Mincha
between Pesach and Shavuos or Succos, others until the 17t of
Tammuz or Rosh Hashanna, and others all year round. Early sources
for these customs include Seder Rav Amram Gaon, Siddur Rashi,
Sefer Hamanhig, and the Kol Bo.
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CHAPTER 1

ONE

oses received the Torah at
M Sinai and transmitted it to
Joshua who, in turn, transmitted it
to the Elders, who transmitted it to
the Prophetst. The Prophets
transmitted it to the Men of the
Great Assembly?. They? said three
things, "Be deliberate* in your
judgments, set up many students,
and make a fence® around the
Torah™.
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The Torah in its entirety, both the Written Law and the Oral Law,
including these lessons, was derived from God at Sinai. It has
been faithfully transmitted from generation to generation, from

Moses down to our own day. # As all of Israel was present at Sinai,

1 From Shmuel to Malachi.

2 At beginning of the Second Temple period.
3 The Men of the Great Assembly.

+ Before deciding a case.

5 In order not to violate a Torah prohibition.
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the Giving of the Torah was a matter of experience and actual
knowledge, not one of faith.

You should be patient, serious and deliberate before judging
other people; set up many students for yourself, even when you
are old; and create safeguards by making decrees and ordinances
to promote and preserve the Law. # Setting students up means
to make certain that they are thoroughly well-versed and can check
the sources themselves, and that they have enough conviction to
tely on their own faith. #® Teach Torah to whoever wants to
learn it, regardless of their level of understanding.
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TWO

himon the Righteous was one  ng3p »wn 797 Po7es Jivnw 2

of the last surviving members  mudy by i 10 X7 9iTen
of the Great Assembly. He was Sy ming Sy ,70iv abivs 227
wont to say, "The world is 125701 NYPO3 bYY 7y
supported on three pillars: The

Torah, the Service, and acts of

mercy®"'.

The world can exist only when there is observance of Torah,
prayer and Temple service, and acts of loving-kindness, such as
lending money to the poor. ® Lending is greater than charity as
it does not shame the poor man. # Loving-kindness is greater
than charity since it is petrformed with the rich as well as with the
poor, the dead as well as with the living, one’s person as well as
with one’s money. ® The world was only brought into being so
there would be a place for these things to exist. #® 'Torah is
knowledge of the truth and the Will of God; Service refers to dutiful
obedience and proper attitude towards God; and Loving-kindness is
selflessness, brotherhood and creating happiness and prosperity for our
tellow men.

¢ With your fellow man.
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THREE

A ntigonus, from  Socho’,
received it® from Shimon the

Righteous. He was wont to say,
"Do not be like those slaves who
serve their master only because
they want a reward. Rather, be like
those slaves who serve their
master, regardless of any reward®;
and may the awe of Heaven!® be
upon you."

Twnwn Hap 9290 wWOR DuEdWIN A
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Perform the Commandments simply because they were so
demanded by God, and out of awe of Him recognizing how great

He is, and not because of the reward you will receive for
observing them. ® But also setve God out of love. For the one
who serves God out of love is meticulous with the Positive
Commandments, while the one who serves Him out of fear is
careful with the Prohibitions. @ Being called to serve God, as we
Jews have been, is in itself the richest reward.

7 One of two cities in Judea with this name.
8 The Torah.
 Only out of love.

10 %n is from aw: nx-, fear of God, but also that God sees what you do.

4
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FOUR

Y osse ben Yoezer from
Tzereidoh!! and Yosse ben
Yochanan, the  Jerusalemite,
received it from them?!. Yosse
from Tzereidoh said, ""Make your
home a gathering place®® for the
sages, and cover yourself in the
dust of their feet!*, and drink
thirstily®® their words"".

12 991% 77X WOR rpic 32 e 7
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Your home should be a place where distinguished scholars (are
willing to) assemble. Sit by their feet to learn Torah, drink their

every word thirstily, and serve them. # FEven the ordinary

conversation of sages is instructive and should be studied.

11 The name of a city.

22 Alternative reading, from him, Antigonus.
13 A study hall.

“ A way of honoring them.

15 With great desire.
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FIVE

Y osse ben Yochanan, the
Jerusalemite, said, "Open
your home for providing welfare®®,
and poor people should become
members of your household. Do
not overly engage in conversation
with a woman." As this refers to
his wife, even more so does this
apply to his fellow's wife. From
here the Sages learned that one
who overly engages in conversation
with a woman brings

,MRIR DY2RNTY wR T 13 %R 7
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perniciousness upon himself!’, and nullifies the words of Torah. In

the end, he shall inherit Gehinnom.

Open your home to wayfarers, and either make the indigent
members of your household or hire them as household staff. @
Make your home a place to relieve the distress of those in want and
who are suffering. Let the homeless share in the pleasures of your
home and hospitality. 49 Do not engage in idle chatter with
women, even your wife, for most such discussions are frivolous,
without modesty, and generally wind up by speaking gossip.
Better you should spend your time learning Torah. ® A man
cannot think about Torah and women at the same time. It is
either one or the other. ® Do not chat with women because
people might get suspicious of your motives. ® Talking leads to
desire, and desire leads to action. ® Nevertheless, respect and

16 For way-farers.
7Y ou will just end up sinning.
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attach importance to your wife’s views, opinions and counsel. Hold her
in esteem and show genuine appreciation for her wisdom by engaging
her in serious conversations.
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SIX

Y ehoshua ben Perachyoh and
Nittai the Arbelite!® received
it from them?®. Yehoshua ben
Perachyoh said, "Appoint for
yourself a rabbi?®®, acquire a
friend?! and assume every man to
be innocent?2."

W27 RPN MW N3 YW )
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Everyone must choose a rabbi for himself to teach him Torah,

and proper behavior. # Find a teacher who can help you attain
spiritual perfection. ® One should not teach himself Torah, but
must always look for a teacher. A teacher is preferable than

relying on your own reasoning. One remembers more from his

teacher than from what he learns on his own. # Acquire a good,
trustworthy friend. # Rebuke from a true friend will not

diminish your mutual admiration.

# Judge everyone favorably

and treat them charitably, for as you judge others, so will God

judge you.

8 Arbel was a city in the Lower Galilee.
19Yosse ben Yoezer and Yosse ben Yochanan.
20 To whom you go to regularly to learn from.

2t Someone with whom you bond and with whom you go to learn together.
2 If you could judge him as being either innocent or guilty, judge him innocent.
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SEVEN

N ittai  the Arbelite said, 3J2w» pramT I8 9387 81 T
"Distance yourself from a 1y wxinn Ry ,029 92000 98,90
bad neighbor, do not associate with :PIYIET
an evil person, and do not despair

from punishments",

Avoid bad neighbors for they will have a harmful and detrimental
influence upon you. #® Before you check out a new house, check
out the neighborhood. # Avoid contact and dealings with
wicked people for their dishonesty, thoughtlessness, and
indifference will soil you, too. ® Neither despair if you do not
see them as yet punished nor contemplate joining with them in
their fleeting moment of success. Know that the wicked will be
punished, sooner or later. ® Do not take for granted that your
wealth is everlasting. # Do not become a2 member of a2 community
where evil people dominate.

2 Even though things are going good for you now, if you have sinned, know that you will be
punished.
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EIGHT

Y ehudah ben Tabbai and nww 3 Jvney *Naw 32 779 1
Shimon ben Shetach %x ,a»ix "X2v 33 77977 2072 1930
received it from them. Yehudah ssmsgisy .pao7n so9iws Tnyy wyn
ben Tabbai said, "Do not make YR M ,:mg‘? 2oy PIT sby;
yourself like one of those wWho vy sogobnm ovuoswsy .2opwse
advise the litigants®. When nx agvy wapws PR3 Trv:
litigants first appear before you, 78
assume them to be evil®®, but when

they depart from you, look at them

as guiltless?®, inasmuch as they did

accept upon themselves the judgment.*

A judge must not do anything to assist a litigant, such as by
bringing evidence to support his position or by helping him
formulate his arguments. ® Do not give tips to the litigants. ®
A judge must look at all litigants suspiciously in order to
investigate their claims thoroughly. However, after the verdict, he
is to view them as being innocent people who have willingly
accepted the judgment. # A judge must not favor one party over
another, such as a poor man over a rich man or an honorable
person over an ordinary man. # A judge must rule objectively and
dispassionately without regard to personalities.

¢ By teaching them what to say when before the judges in order that they receive a favorable
verdict.

25 Question them thoroughly making sure they are not trying to deceive you.

% As honest and righteous people.
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NINE

himon ben Shetach said, mg9% "7 %8 nLw 33 Jvnw W

"Thoroughly investigate the L2723 T NN LRIV DN ﬁ\Pﬂ’?
witnesses, and be very careful with 1IPWY 1TRYY D3RR Y
what and how you say things, lest
they learn from you how to falsify
matters".

Investigate the veracity of the witnesses very well. 4 Measure
your words very carefully lest the witnesses and litigants learn
from your line of questioning and your inflections as how to lie by
adjusting their testimony accordingly.
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TEN

received it from them.  jmoxbmp nx 298 iR TyRw
Shemayah said, ""Love work, hate  :piq% p7inn 987,027 N8 X1
having to be in a position of ruling
over others, and do not become
chummy with the ruling authorities®’".

hemayah  and  Avtalyon .agn o3p 39%hwvaN mwyew O

Love working. # This is so even if one has enough money that
he does not have to work, since idleness leads to boredom, and
boredom leads to sin. ® The one who does not live off charity
lives longer. ® Hate having power over others. Rather, flee from
this. # The demands and pressures on one in a position of
power bury him in that position. #® Do not become intimate
with the authorities in order to receive entitlement to rule over
others. ® The more one setves a king, the less one setves the
King. ® The purpose of these maxims seems to be to counsel us to
preserve our personal independence.

27 Make no such efforts.

12
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ELEVEN

A vtalyon said, "Wise men! 1g17 2020 RN jivhuaxy N
Take great care with what nyy nasm 1aimn xww 297372
you say”® because you will be smwmy mopm 2w oipnb  voam
condemned® to an exile in a place s azemR 29837 DYTRSAT
of bad waters®, and your students SShInm DY A RIRN
who follow you will drink and

die®!, and you will find that the

name of Heaven has been profaned®."

Sages must be extra careful with what they say. The
consequences of misunderstood words and rash statements can
be disastrous. # In reality, this warning applies to everyone,
except that the Sages influence more people, so it is addressed to
them. # Scholars are cautioned against delivering inaccurate, vague
or ambiguous lessons which may inspire erroneous views and result in
spiritual and moral deviations from goodness and truth.

28 Before your students.

2 You will be held accountable for what you say.

% A reference to detrimental opinions and beliefs which will be quoted in your name.

3t For they will sin or because the teaching was not in accordance with the Halacha.

32 People will either say that you died young even though you learned Torah or you learned Torah
but did not teach it in accordance with the Halacha.

13
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TWELVE

illel and Shammai received it 228 %97 .27% Wap sxwe Spr 29
from them. Hillel said, 2w a7 ,J908 9@ PR N7

""Make yourself a disciple of Aaron 3aqpmy nisq27 nx 278,259 77IN
who loved peace, pursued peace, :1iRY
loved all human beings, and drew

them near to the Torah."

Emulate Aaron, love and actively pursue peace, and love all
people without distinction, for we are all the children of one
father and, thus, brothers; attract them to Torah. # All mankind
are creatures of God. ® Pursuing peace means to go to wherever
you have to, to attain it. @ Sacrifice for peace! but not at the
expense of compromising your loyalty to God and your duty to Him.

14
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THIRTEEN

H e said, “One who seeks to 738 ,N»®@ 721 ,92IR 77 X1 A°
exalt* his own name, loses g X971 .9°0° ,o0inm K97y Anw
his name. The one who does not N9 LNIND WANYNRTY .27 RYUP
add®* will diminish*. The one who

does not learn is deservant of

death. The one who uses the

crown® will vanish#.»

The one who is selfishly greedy in the pursuit of honor and fame
will ultimately be repudiated for his reprehensible conduct. @
Whatever good reputation he may have gained at the outset will vanish
apace. # Omne must always add to his learning, because he who
fails to do so loses the opportunity for a worthwhile and worthy
life. ¢ Someone who says, “I have learned everything there is to
learn in the Torah”, forfeits his life. # Do not exploit the crown
of Torah-learning or Torah scholars for your own benefit or for
manipulating Nature, as by incanting God’s Name for magical
purposes, for this will remove you from this world.

33 Hillel.

% Pursues veneration of his own name.
% To his learning.

% His learning.

37 Of Torah for his own benefit.

8 From this world.

15
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FOURTEEN

H e3 was wont to say, "If | am  s» ,%% %1y PR a8, 17 X 7O
not for myself”, who will be x» agy % 72 »eyy Sws) b
for me? But, if 1 am only for MR 1YY
myself, what am 1? And if not

now*, when*2?"

Pursuit of self-perfection, performance of Mitzvahs and Torah-
learning are, first and foremost, one’s own responsibility. @®
Never keep your learning for yourself alone, but spread it
amongst others. Do things for the benefit of others and not just
for yourself. @® It is only when one, in selfless devotion, actively
works to create, to establish and to increase the happiness and
prosperity of his fellowmen, does he begin to become truly human in
the image of his God. ® Do now while you are alive, for there is
no doing after death, only reward or punishment. ® Torah must
be learned every day, and regularly, because, if not, it will be
forgotten. Torah is to be your main objective in life.

3 Hillel.

“ If I do not improve my ways.

41 If I do not do now what | am obliged to do.

42 My procrastination will cause me to miss the proper time to do things.

16
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FIFTEEN

hammai said, "Make your .yap 7n7in ARy %R SRR W

Torah enduring (a regular nx%apn 5171 ,7297 TP v 23RN
activity); say little*®* and do a lot; :NIDY 21D 203 2TNT 92
and welcome everyone hospitably*.

Establish and adhere to a regular schedule of learning Torah. #
Make Torah permanent, and everything else transitory. # Do
not come to change the Halacha or the Tradition. # Say little
and do much, for this is the way of the righteous. # Receive
everyone warmly, friendly and with a kind disposition, as this
promotes brotherhood, unity, and solidarity. ® Angry people are
disliked. # Be ready at all times to, with the best of your ability,
tulfill whatever good and reasonable request another may make of you.

4 Promise little.

17
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SIXTEEN

R abban Gamliel was wont to % oy IR 797 X523 327 TV
say, "Appoint for yourself a mg39n Xy ,pee 2 phmem a1
rabbi**; remove yourself from :ITHN WYY
doubt; and do not tithe by means

of estimating."

Find a trustworthy and conscientious instructor with whom you
can confer in cases of uncertainty. @ Always be precise in your
tithing, measuring, weighing and calculations, and do not rely on
estimates which inevitably result in errors.

“ Appoint for yourself a rabbi to help you remove any doubts you may have.
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SEVENTEEN

himon his® son said, "My 250973 "3 9 ,9%N 913 Yynw 1O
entire life, 1 have grown up xbx 2iv mm% snxgn N9 29000
among the Sages and | have taken xbx , pys X7 wWaTHeT N9 ponY
note that nothing is better for the xvam ,2%927 m9w7 991 .Twyns
body than silence; and it is not the 1R
talk*® that matters, but the
action*’; and he who adds words,
brings sin."

Silence is the best response to humiliation. ® Speech of men and
their discussions should center on spiritual and moral concerns and not
much on the physical aspects of life and personal affairs. Regardless,
too much talk is always bad. # Although the real objective is to
learn in order to do, learning for learning’s sake can also be of
great value. ® Unfounded conceptual extrapolations lead to sin.

5 Rabban Gamliel.
4 Of Torah.
47 Performing the Mitzvohs.

19
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EIGHTEEN

R abban Shimon ben Gamliel %y ,a%ix "x"%23 32 Poaw 327 7°
said, "The world rests on (7 by ,taiy abivy 2™ MY
three pillars: the Law, the truth m.ma Saggw ,aiws 59 nexs 59

and peace, as it SaysS (Zechariah 8), n;ﬁmp: “_ﬂ;gw m’pg} m@g}};q nRR (n
‘Administer truth, justice and peace
at your gates.”"'

The world can only exist if there is truth, justice and peace. ®
Repentance and Torah are truth. ® Without truth there would only
be error, falsehood and deceit. Without justice there would selfishness,
violence, aggression and usurpation. Without peace there would be no
one who would freely sacrifice of his own for the sake of peace. @
The one who habitually lies even though he has neither loss nor
gain will become incapable of speaking the truth, because lying
has now become his intrinsic nature.

20
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CHAPTER 2

ONE

R ebbe®® asked, ""What is the
correct course that a man
should choose?  One which is
admirable for himself*°, and others
see it honorable for him®*. Be as
careful with a light Mitzvah as with
a more serious one, since you do
not know the reward for Mitzvahs.
Consider the reward® you shall
receive versus any loss you may
incur by performing a Mitzvah,
and think of the retribution you
shall receive versus the pleasure
you had from committing a sin.
Always remember these three
things and you shall not come to
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sinning: Contemplate what is above you, an eye which sees, an ear
which hears, and all your deeds are recorded in the book."

48 Rebbe Yehudah HaNassi.
# |t is good for him, it fits him.

50 Others praise him for his ways and he finds favor with them.

51 |ts ultimate reward.
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The noblest path for you to travel through life is to act in a way
which brings glory to yourself by observing God’s Torah and by
carefully fulfilling all your obligations to your fellow man. %
Make vyourself acceptable to people by avoiding extreme
behavior. Even being overly generous is to be shunned. @
Execute every Torah obligation with equal earnestness, eagerness
and enthusiasm for no one knows what the real rewards are for
any Mitzvah. Have in mind that the ultimate reward for
performing a Mitzvah exceeds any loss you might have now for
performing it, and the final punishment for a transgression
exceeds any of its short-term benefits and ephemeral pleasures.
# The reward for each Mitzvah has been withheld from us in
order that we perform all the Mitzvahs. Otherwise, we would only
petform the more profitable ones. # The recompense for any evil
act is instantaneous; it takes the form of a sense of loss of moral purity,
a weakening of moral fiber, a greater propensity to additional sin, and
the realization that we have failed to fulfill our purpose, sinning against
our destiny. 4 Do not say that God does not care about simple
Mitzvahs, “What is it to Him if I do it or not?” He cares! All acts
have everlasting ramifications. ® God withholds the reward in
this world for performing a Mitzvah in order that the person will
do it with faith. # Remind yourself at all times of three things,
and you will never sin: Know that there is an omniscient God
above you; that He sees and hears everything that you do; and
that all your deeds are recorded. ® God forgets nothing.
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TWO

abban Gamliel, son of Rebbe

Yehudah the Prince said,

"How pleasant it is to
combine the learning of Torah with
Derech Eretz®?, the way of the
land! If you toil in both, sin shall
be forgotten®. And any Torah
which is not accompanied by work
will, in the end, be nullified and
you will be drawn to sin®**. And all
those who engage themselves with
the public should do so for the sake
of Heaven. The merits of their>
fathers assist them®, and their®
righteousness shall remain with
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them forever. And | shall reward you®® greatly, as if you had done it."

How good is it to combine Torah-learning with gainful

employment! #® For if you become weakened by work and tired

from learning Torah, you will have no energy or time to sin. ®

Nor will you have any desire to steal since you have of your own.
@ Torah without work tesults in idleness and invites sin. ®
One who serves the public must do so only for the sake of Heaven

and not in order to reap personal benefit or honor. Your reward

will be great. It will be calculated as the total merit accrued by the

52 An occupation.

53 'You will be so preoccupied in those other matters that you will be too weary to think about

sinning.

5 Such as thievery and robbery, and many other sins.

% The public’s.

5% In succeeding.

57 Fathers’.

58 Who toil with the public.
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public for all their good deeds. ® Those involved in community
affairs must be prompted solely by a sense of duty without ulterior
motives. ® The one who inspires and causes others to do good deeds
and fulfill their duty has even greater merit than the one who does the
same with his own resources.
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THREE
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for their own purposes. They

appear loving when they see this as

advantageous for themselves, but

will not stand by you in your hour of need.”

Be skeptical of governmental officials and of politicians. They
only get chummy with people who serve their personal agendas.
They favor someone when they can gain something from this
association, but will disassociate themselves and not support him
when he is in trouble.

% This is Rabban Gamliel speaking. This is addressed to those who have to deal with the
government.
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FOUR

H e® was wont to say, "Do®
His Will®? as if it were your
own so that He shall do your will as
if it were His. Negate your will®® in
place of His Will so that He shall
nullify the will of others® in place
of your will."" Hillel said, ""'Do not
separate yourself from the public®,
never trust yourself®® until the day
of your death, and do not judge
your fellow®” until you are in his
place®. Never say anything the

end of which cannot be heard®,
and never say that you will learn™
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when you will have free time™ to do so, for you may never be free.”

Do Heaven’s Will with the same fervor as if it were your own will,
so that Heaven will fulfill your will as if it were Heaven’s Will.
When there is a conflict, defer your will in favor of Heaven’s Will

60 Rabban Gamliel the son of Rebbe Yehuda Hanassi.

6t Whole-heartedly.

62 Observe the Torah, perform the Commandments.

63 To sin.

% Who may want to cause you harm.

6 Participate in their sorrows, joys and enterprises.

6 Believing that you are so righteous that you will not sin.
67 Negatively.

%8 You find yourself in the same predicament as he is in, and you do not falter.
6 Say nothing which is incomprehensible nor tell secrets.
® Torah.

* From your various occupations.
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so that Heaven will cancel other people’s will in favor of yours. #

Do not say of any word that it cannot possibly be heard, for in the end
it will be heard.
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FIVE

H e’ was wont to say, "The ,Num 87 ™2 PN, IX M7 80 7
ignorant man” cannot dread 2% Juian 89,7900 PINT oY N9

sin, the unlearned person’™ cannot w3 %3 N9 ,7Tnb% 17897 N
be virtuous, the meek man cannot ,zswix XYW 2ipnaY Q%m0 7702
be learned™, and the overly- :WOR NV BTAYS
meticulous person’® cannot be a

teacher. The one always engaged in

commerce cannot become wise,

and if you find yourself in a place

where there are no men’’, try to be a man.”

If you abandon the public in their time of need, they will abandon
you in yours. #® It is not to the individual, but the community that
God entrusted His Torah as an inheritance for all generations to come.
#® Do not assume that you will always remain faithful to God.
You may even come to abandon Judaism at an old age. # Never
judge anyone until you are in his shoes. He may have failed the
test, but so might have you. @ Never begin to say something
which you might not be able to finish, lest the listener

2 Hillel.

> One lacking both Torah and good character.

7 One weak in his Torah learning.

> He will be too embarrassed to ask questions about the things he does not understand.
6 Who is quick to anger. He has no patience to answer his students' questions.

7 Who do what has to be done.
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misunderstand your words and be misled. # Alternatively, do not
refrain from expressing a good and true opinion for ultimately you will
be heard. # Do not reveal secrets, including your own, to
anyone. ® Never say that you will get around to learning Torah
when you have the time, lest you never have the time, and end up
never learning.

A person without Torah will not fear sinning for such a person
does not see the long-term consequences of his actions, and he
denies God’s system of reward and punishment. # A person
without Torah cannot be fully virtuous. ® A shy person cannot
become a scholar. # Bashfulness is a worthy attribute, except
for when learning. ® Never be embarrassed to ask a question.
@ An impatient person cannot teach. # The more business
dealings one engages in, the less wisdom he will have and the less
time he will have to teach others. # When there is no one else to
lead and instruct, lead and instruct. # But if there is someone
else to lead, go learn Torah. # If you are qualified and have the
skills to act as leader and spokesman, endeavor to take part in affairs
where articulate leadership is needed, for under such conditions
reticence would not be modest, but downright criminal.
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SIX

H e”, too, saw a skull floating by moxw naR N9a%3 87 X7 OR )
on the surface of the water  psunty by ,(79) B8 2% s13
and said, “Because you drowned 1D PR NiDY .TIDLN
others, you were drowned; and

those who drowned you, will be

drowned™.”

God punishes measure for measure.

78 Hillel.
® By the same standard you used (regarding them), you will be measured.
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SEVEN

e®® was wont to say, "The
H more meat, the more
worms®. The more assets,
the more worries®?. The more

women, the more spooks®. The
more maidservants, the more
licentiousness. The more servants,
the more theft. The more Torah,
the more life. The more learning®,
the more wisdom. The more
counsel, the more understanding.
The more charity and
righteousness, the more peace. If
you acquire a good name, you
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acquired it for yourself, but if you acquire words of Torah®, you

acquire a life in the World to Come."'

The more one eats and drinks, the more good food for the worms

there will be. ® The more assets one has, the more worrying
there will be. ® The more women one has, the more superstition

there will be.

# 'The more maidservants one has, the more

decadence there will be. 4 The more servants one has, the more
thievery there will be. # However, the more Torah one has, the

80 Hillel.

81 |n the grave.

82 How to prevent losing his money.
8 \Women were more superstitious.
8 Lit., sitting — before the sages.

8 Which you can never lose.
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more life there will be. # The more students one has, the more
wisdom there will be. ® The more one asks for sage advice, the
more understanding there will be. ® The more one gives charity
and encourages others to give, the more peace there will be. @
The acquisition of a good name for oneself is good, but the
acquisition of Torah-learning will buy one life in the World to
Come. # Money one can inherit, but a good name one has to
earn for himself. ® Who is the one who has “acquired” Torah? This
the individual who absorbed the words of Torah to such a degree that
they have become part and parcel of his thoughts and emotions and he
has learned how to apply them in study and in his personal
development.
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abban Yochanan be Zakkai
R received the Torah from

Hillel and Shammai. He®
was wont to say, "'If you learned a
lot of Torah, do not think good of
yourself®’, because it was for this
you were created." Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai had five
students: Rebbe Eliezer ben
Horkenus, Rebbe Yehoshua ben
Chananyah, Rebbe Yosse the
Kohen, Rebbe Shimon ben
Nesanel, and Rebbe Elazar ben
Arach. He enumerated praises for
each one. Of Rebbe Eliezer ben
Horkenus he said, "A plastered
cistern®® which does not lose a
drop®." Of Rebbe Yehoshua ben
Chananyah he said, '‘Happy is
she® who gave birth to him." Of
Rebbe Yosse the Kohen he said,
""Compassionate.” Chananyah he
said, ""Happy is she®® who gave

8 Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai.

SYNTHESIZED 2:8
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87 As one who thinks himself special since he did something voluntarily.

88 Nothing is lost, nothing is absorbed in the ground.
8 He forgets nothing.

% His mother.

°t His mother.
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birth to him." Of Rebbe Yosse the Kohen he said,"" Compassionate."
Of Rebbe Shimon ben Nesanel he said, ""Fears sin."" And of Rebbe
Elazar ben Arach he said, ""An overwhelming spring®". He* was
wont to say, "If all the sages of Israel would be on one side of a
balance scale, and Rebbe Eliezer ben Horkenus on the other side, he
would outweigh them all'. Abba Shaul said in his®* name, "If all the
sages of Israel would be in one side of the scale, and even with Rebbe
Eliezer ben Horkenas there, and Rebbe Elazar ben Arach on the
other side, the latter would outweigh them all.""

Do not be arrogant because you have learned a great deal of
Torah, since it was for that reason you were created.

From among his many students, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai
had five particularly noteworthy disciples who had very different
character traits.

One was Rabbi Eliezer ben Horkenus who never forgot anything
of his learning. # Another was Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananyah
who was so wise and moral that it brought great praise on his
family, for surely he learned his love of learning and good
behavior from home. When his mother was pregnant with him,
she would go to the Study Halls and beg for mercy that her child
would be a Sage. ® Another was Rabbi Yossi HaCohen who was
remarkably virtuous. #®  Another was Rabbi Shimon ben
Nesanael who had great fear of sinning. #® Another was Rabbi
Elazar ben Arach who was constantly churning out more and
more Torah wisdom, like a never-ending spring. # Our Sages
have stated, “Between Sinai and Oker Harim, Sinai is preferred.”

92 He adds to what he has learned from his teachers.
% Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai.
% Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai.
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This means the person who has a breadth of Torah knowledge is
preferred over the one who has great analytic skills in Torah.

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai thought that Rabbi Eliezer ben
Horkenus was greater than all the rest combined, while Abba
Shaul thought that it was Rabbi Elazar (ben Arach) who was the
greatest.
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NINE

H e% said to them, ""Go out and
see which is the straight way
to which a person should adhere.
Rebbe Eliezer said, ""A good eye®"".
Rebbe Yehoshua said, "A good
friend®”". Rebbe Yosse said, "A
good neighbor®®". Rebbe Shimon
said, ''Seeing what will be®, i.e.
common sense'. Rebbe Elazar
said, ""A good heart." He said to
them, | prefer the words of Rebbe
Elazar ben Arach over your words
for his insight encompasses those
you suggested®. He said to them,
""Go see what is the bad way from
which a person should distance
himself."" Rebbe Eliezer said, "A
bad eye." Rebbe Yehoshua said,
"A bad friend". Rebbe Yosse said,
"A bad neighbor'®. Rebbe
Shimon said, ""Borrowing without

repaying,

% Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai.
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% One who is never jealous of anyone, and he gives of his own to others.

7 One should acquire a good friend for himself.
% One should search out for a good neighbor.

% Think of the consequences of your actions and you will be more careful with what you do.

100 Everything is dependent upon having a good heart.

36

102 One whom you should avoid.
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regardless if he borrows from a 129737 2T YoRsw
person or he borrows from the

Holy One!®?, blessed be He, as it says (Psalms 37), 'Evil is the borrower
who does not repay'®, and he who deals generously and is a giver is
righteous'." Rebbe Elazar said, ""A good heart". He said to them, "I
prefer the words of Rebbe Elazar ben Arach since they encompass all
your words."

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai asked these students what they
thought is the preeminent nature that a person should adhere to
in his life.

Rabbi Eliezer:

A person should not be jealous of anyone else, he should be
satisfied with what he has, and he should look upon
everyone and everything in a favorable light. ® Never place
obstacles into the path of the happiness and prosperity of your
neighbor and gladly do whatever may promote his welfare.

Rabbi Yehoshua:

A person should make sure that he has a good friend who
can admonish him when necessary, and exhort him to do
good, but also that he himself should act as a good friend to
others to do the same for them.

12 One who borrows from a person is as if he is borrowing from God.
103 \WWhen he borrowed, he did not calculate how he was going to pay his debt. Consequently, he

gets into trouble.
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Rabbi Yosse:

One should have a good neighbor, because a neighbor is
close-by day and night, unlike a friend who is only there
some of the time. He should also learn to be a good
neighbor himself by teaching himself how to act in a
neighborly and friendly manner. 4 One should only live in
the neighborhood of good people.

Rabbi Shimon:

One should be responsible and always consider the short
and long-term consequences of his actions and words.
Such a person will never be guilty of frivolous and reckless
behavior.

Rabbi Elazar:

One should have a good heart, for all dispositions come
from the heart. If one is good, it is because he has a good
heart. ® One should only will good for others. ® One
with a good heart is incapable of desiring evil and is ready for
every good endeavor. His heart is receptive only to the good and
directed to the good alone.

To this Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai agreed saying, “What Rabbi
Elazar said includes what all the others have said”. # Generous

and benevolent people are beneficial to everyone.

Then Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai asked them what is negative

from which a person should distance himself?
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Rabbi Eliezer:

A bad eye. #® Such a person expetiences distress when others
prosper and rejoices when others suffer loss and sorrow, grief
and misery.

Rabbi Yehoshua:

A bad friend. # Those characterized with a bad eye or heart or
bad friends or neighbors are dangers to our moral purity. We are
not only forbidden to associate with them, we must distance
ourselves from them.

Rabbi Yosse:

A bad neighbor.

Rabbi Shimon:

The one who does not repay his loans, for a person who
borrows with no intent of repaying is an evil thief. @ He is
the opposite of the one who sees the consequences of his
actions. He should have calculated if he would have the
means to repay his debts on time. ® He should also have
been concerned about how his defaulting would impact the
lender and those dependent on him.

Rabbi Elazar:

A bad heart.

To this Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai agreed saying, “What Rabbi
Elazar said includes what all the others have said”.
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TEN

hey each said three things.

Rebbe Eliezer said, "Your
fellow's honor should be as dear to
you as your own, do not be quick to
anger, repent the day before your
death, and warm yourself by the
fire of the Sages'®, but be careful
not to burn yourself with their hot
coals® for their bite is the bite of a
fox'%, their sting is the sting of the
scorpion, their hiss is the hiss of a
snake, and all their words are like
fiery coals™.
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Each of these students had three sayings they were wont to say.

Rabbi Eliezer:

Honor your fellow as you would honor yourself; do not be

quick to anger; and repent the day before your death. Not

knowing when you might die, repent every day. # Although

anger is a perfectly normal human trait, being angry is

characteristic of fools. #® To this he added two more things:

warm yourself with the fire of the Sages, but do not get too

close to them for you may come to burn yourself. This means

104 Become close to the Sages to listen to their words. From this point on, more is added to these

three initial things.
105 Be careful that you show them no disrespect.
108 A bite which is difficult to heal.
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do not think that you know so much as to be able to argue
with them. You probably do not, and they will cut you down
to size quickly. ® 'The Sages’ words are a fiery force. Many an
ancient precept or ordnance may seem “burned out”, obsolete and
extinct, but they hold within them an eternal flame which will burn
the hand that would touch them with irreverence. # ‘Torah
scholars are as dangerous as foxes whose bites are sharp and
deep, poisonous as scorpions, and astute as snakes. Their
words are like burning coals.
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ELEVEN

R ebbe Yehoshua said, ""A bad =3 ,»77 79 ,»% pim o321 KO
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person from this world™.

Rabbi Yehoshua:

A bad eye, an evil inclination, and misanthropy remove a
person from this world. #® What is a “bad eye”? This is
either someone who is never satisfied with what he has and
always wants more or it is someone who is jealous of others
and schemes to harm them. # Why do these things
“remove a person from this world”? Because hatred brings
one to petform evil deeds. ® Lust kills.
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TWELVE
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Torah, because Torah is not o
inherited!®. All your deeds should

be done for the sake of Heaven"'.

Rabbi Yosse:

Treat your fellow’s money as if it were your own; everyone
must learn his own Torah because Torah wisdom is not
inherited; and do everything for the sake of Heaven and in
purity. “Everything” includes eating, drinking and having
relations. # What does it mean to “treat your fellow’s
money as if it were your own”? This means do not charge
interest, be fraudulent or dishonest in business. # It is not
enough merely not to be envious of the wealth of our fellow-man
or to view it with unconcern, we should be happy when he
prospers, we must not stand by idly if we can guard him from
injury, and we should rejoice at any opportunity we may have to
help him improve his lot.

107 Rebbe Yosse the Kohen.
108 Inasmuch as you are careful not to lose it.
109 Y'ou must learn it on your own.
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THIRTEEN

R ebbe Shimon!® said, "Be
careful with saying Krias
Shema and prayer. When you
pray, do not pray in a perfunctory
mannert!, but do SO
compassionately and with
supplications before the Holy One,
blessed be He, as it says (Joel 2), 'For
He is merciful and forbearing, He is
patient, withholding His anger. He
is full of loving-kindness, and
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forgiving of badness." And do not hold yourself evil in your own

eyesti?',

Rabbi Shimon:

Be meticulous to say the Shema and the various Prayers in

their correct times, and recite them with the properly

prescribed texts. ® When you pray, pray with compassion

and as a supplication, and not like it was some obligatory

burden. # Never consider yourself a sinner who God
abandons. That is, never give up hope that God will answer

your prayers and have mercy on you. Your soul is holy and

pure, and no one inherits the sins of his forefathers. ® This

is a world where we can save ourselves from sin by prayer

110 Ben Nesanael.
111 Do not pray simply because you are required to.

12 Do not consider yourself an evil person, so that you will not come to do evil, and even if others
do not know you as an evil-doer. Alternatively, do not do evil even if no one else sees you. Act in

private as you do in public.
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and repentance. # Rather, consider yourself average, for
someone who holds himself to be evil will not see the
malevolence of his sins or he may despair about the efficacy
of his repentance and not even try to repent.
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FOURTEEN

ebbe Elazar!® said, "Be 7inb% 7P "7, 0K Y9N v21 7O
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whom it is that you toil. He'® is
trustworthy with His workers, and
He pays them for their efforts."

Rabbi Elazar:

Be persistent and diligent in your Torah-learning, including
Talmud and Halacha, until you know all its principles,
details and Laws. @ Know how to respond to the heretic. @
Only the one who continuously and thoroughly studies Torah, and
delves into it with devotion will cleatly see the speciousness and
invalidity of the scorners’ allegations and arguments and know that
they are founded on ignorance and distortion of the facts. ®
Know before whom you toil, and who the real boss is. ¢ Do
not worry, for He will pay your wages.

113 Ben Arach.
14 \Who engages you in disputations.
15 God.
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FIFTEEN

R ebbe Tarfon said, ""The day!® =xp a3 "8 jizqv %27 W
is short, the task''’ is great, ,a%»gy avhpism 7277 T2N9PM
and the workers are lazy. Yet the :PmiT No27 HYaY 7307 owm
reward is great, and the Boss is

demanding.""

Although life in this world is short and we have so much Torah to
learn and observe, we are lazy. Remember, however, that our final
reward is great, and God is very demanding. # All people are
indolent by nature, some more than others.

us Life.
17 ] earning Torah.
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SIXTEEN

H et® was wont to say, "It is moNYRT TRy NY IR 7 N TY
not for you to finish the job mamm bugh 11im 12 78 N9 ,7ims
nor are you free to avoid it"® *°. If =3t 79 avniz ,7277 M0 DR X
you learned a lot of Torah, you snox%» Sya X171 81 7297
shall receive a great reward. He is  sam 971 g%y 0w 79 ahuw
trustworthy to pay the wages for :Ri2% 7TONYY 29ITE B 10w
your work. Know, too, that the
righteous ones shall only receive
their full payment in the future!?."

Do not despair given the immense task of learning and observing
so much Torah since you are not expected to complete this task,
only that you must be constantly engaged in it. You cannot shirk
this responsibility. ® The good that God wants to see accomplished
on Earth is not all meant for one individual to complete. Any human
being can contribute only one fraction to the whole. It is only through
the united efforts of all that the salvation to come into flower on Earth
can be brought about. Everyone must make his contribution. 4 You
will receive reward for whatever Torah you learn and for the
amount of effort you exert in thwarting your evil inclination which
seeks to divert you from your mission. # You will also be
punished for the time you wasted when you could have learned
Torah. ® The ultimate reward for the righteous, however, will
not be given in this world, but is held for them in the World to
Come.

118 Rebbe Tarfon.
119 Therefore, do not despair in not being able to complete the task of Torah.
120 Do not say, 'Since | am willing to forfeit my reward, I will not have to learn'.
2t The World to Come.
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CHAPTER 3

ONE

kavia ben Mehalalel said, %2097 9298 85202 32 Napy N
"Contemplate three things -5 x3 maR PRY 2™M37 MWHws
and you shall not come to sin.  g%i7 7K 389 ,AN2 PR U7 .772Y
Know from where you came, know jiawmy 197 109 790p 70K % 9159
to where you are going, and Know sax 891 ,7ma9 sun IR PR
before whom it is that you shall “109) .YRINY RN DY 2ipnh ,Tein
have to give an accounting. 'From sisb ,3%awim 357 I0% 7509 AR 9B
where you came' — a putrid drop. IRIT T2 WATRT 2o99% Sohn Ton
"To where you are going' — to a
place of filth, decay and maggots.
"To whom you shall have to give an
accounting' — to the King of kings,
the Holy One, blessed be He.""

Constantly be cognizant of three things and you will not come to
sin, for you will then be infused with a great sense of humility: @
Human life, including yours, began with but a putrid drop of
semen. ® The end for everyone is death. ® You will be buried
deep in the ground and eaten by worms and maggots. 4 You
personally will be held fully accountable for your words and deeds
by the King of Kings, God.
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TWO

ebbe  Chanina!??,  Sgan

Hakohanim!® said, "Always

pray for the welfare of the
government!?* for if it were not for
fear of it, the people would eat each
other up alive." Rebbe Chananyah
ben Tardion said, "Two people
who sit together and do not
exchange words of Torah between
them are a caucus of clowns, as it
says (Psalms 1), ‘Do not sit among a
gathering of mockers'. However, if
two sit together and words of
Torah are exchanged between
them, the Divine Presence hovers
over them, as it says (Malachi 3),
'When those who fear God speak
each with his fellow, God listens
attentively, and He hears, and He
writes this in the Book of
Remembrance before Him, of those
who fear God and contemplate His
Name." From here we learn of two,
but from where do we learn that
the Holy One, blessed be He, fix the
wages for even for one person who
sits and engages in Torah? It says

122 Alt. Rebbe Chanania.
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123 The Kohen who was responsible for supervising the other Kohanim and their Service in the

Temple.
124 Their peace is your peace.
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(Lamentations 3), 'Although he may sit alone, he may feel at ease, since he
(knows that he) shall receive his due' *'.

Pray for the peace of the ruling authorities for it is they who instill
fear in the population in order to maintain public order. ® For if
the government could not exercise its authority, the hand of everyone
would be lifted up against all the others and all of society would
disintegrate. ® The truly righteous empathize with the sorrows of
all human beings and pray for their peace and welfare

If two sit and do not discuss Torah, they sit in a place of mockers.
Whereas, if the two discuss Torah, God’s Holy Presence is found
between them. # God bestows charm on those who remain
silent to the harassment of scoffers. ® One who squanders his
time and does not learn Torah, ridicules its value. #® These
scorners are foes of God’s Law who, by glibness of speech, undermine
the respect and reverence in which the Torah should be held. ¢ God
will also reward the one who sits alone engaged in Torah, for this
is as if the entire Torah was (created) just for him.
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THREE

R ebbe Shimon said, '""Three woNw mwdw iR Jivnw a7 A
who ate at one table and did 37 15’2;; TIRN N’ﬂ N -‘;3’72? by
not exchange words of Torah are =axgw 290 smam 19N qbsé ,;'ﬁﬁﬂ
compared with those who ate xop 9% niamow 99 %9 ,(o mwwe)
sacrifices for the dead (i.e. idols), as by yoaxws mubw bax .aipn 93 I8
it says (Isaiah 28), ‘For all the tables  =4in sv27 1Hy 1ax o8 oW
were entirely filled with vomit!?. ™2 2ipn W anhwn 1‘7;;.5 1’7;{;
However, when three eat at one 1 YOR 2TV ,(xn vxpi) ANIY LRI
table and speak Torah, it is like :'57 9109 @R TR
they are eating at God's table!?, as -

it says (Ezekiel 41), 'And he spoke to

me saying, This is the table before

God." ™

If three sit at the table and do not

discuss Torah, it is as if they are dedicating their efforts to
worthless idolatry, for the Name of God is never mentioned. #
Meals, instead of being part of the spiritual and moral aspects of living,
become only acts of animal gratification. # If, however, they were
engaged in Torah, it would be as if they were eating in the
presence of God Himself.

125 A reference to idolatry.
126 | ike the altar before God.
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FOUR

R ebbe Chanina ben Chachinai  =9ip37 ,9%298 X927 12 R o2 7
said, ""The one who stays TSR ST TT2 TRanm YRR
awake at night, the one who walks :9WHID 270N 177 0T ,TouaY 9ab
on his way alone and the one who

empties his heart for vanity!?,

gives up his life."

The one who ponders useless matters at night or the one who
walks alone at night in dangerous places without thinking Torah
thoughts, and the one who daydreams about worthless subjects,
puts his life in danger. # Instead of utilizing those quiet moments
for serious meditation and reflection, he wastes them on frivolous and
idle thoughts. He is sinning against his own soul.

127 \Without Torah.
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FIVE

R ebbe Nechunya ben Hakanna
said, "Anyone who accepts
upon himself the yoke of Torah will
have the Dburden of the
government*?® and the yoke of
daily drudgery*?® removed. Anyone
who casts off the yoke of Torah,
will be burdened with the yokes of
government and daily drudgery."

®9 L,MIN MIpT 32 N 2 N
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Anyone who accepts upon himself the yoke of Torah has the

burden of the government removed from him. # However, the

one who removes the yoke of Torah puts upon himself the burden
of the government, and the burden of making a living. ® That is,

he will not feel oppressed by those burdens.

128 Toiling for them or giving them money.

29 He will not have to work hard for a living. Others will toil for him.
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SIX

ebbe Chalafta ben Dosa from

Kfar Chanania®™® said, "If

ten sit and engage in Torah,
the Divine Presence will be present
among them, as it says (Psalms 82),
'‘God is present among the
congregation of the Lord®.' And
from where do we learn that this
will also occur among five? It says,
(Amos 9), "And His band'®? on Earth
is the foundation’. And from where
do we learn three? It says, (Psalms
82), 'From in the midst of the
judges!®® He shall judge." And from
where do we learn two? It says
(Malachi 3), "Then those who fear God
shall speak one with another, and
God shall pay attention, and listen, etc.'
And from where do we learn even
one? It says (Exodus 20), "Anywhere
where | permit My Name to be
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remembered, | shall come to you and bless you.” **

If ten sit together and are engaged in Torah, God’s Holy Presence

resides among them. This is true even for five, three, two or one.

130 A town situated between the Upper and Lower Galilee.
131 There is no congregation of less than ten (Sanhedrin 1:6).

12 A band is held by the five fingers.

133 The Hebrew term o°p19x is also used for judges, nominally three (in a Beis Din). Alternatively,
with three judges and two witnesses, God’s Holy Presence is in attendance.
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Five refers to three judges and the two litigants. Three refers to
the three judges alone. # Any group of ten men, united in
accordance with the spirit of Judaism for truly Jewish causes,
constitutes a congregation and represents, on a small scale, the entire
Jewish community.
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SEVEN

R ebbe Elazar from Bartosa®**
said, '"Give to Him of His,
since you and all of yours are
His!®. So it says with David (i
Chronicles 29): "All is from You, and
from Your hand, we gave to You." "
Rebbe Shimon'®* said, "'If one was
learning while he is going on his
way, and stops his learning to say,
'O, how pleasant is this tree' or
'How fine is this field’, of him it is
written that he causes his own
demise."

0 ,I%IR RDIAT3 WOR MYIR 31
TIT3 1) 0% R moNw iwn
D27 TR 9D (s X oowen a7 NIRRT
SRIN YR v30 .77 uny AT
ingwnn PUeEmY A N7 TEIRD
23 TINI R 7T TN NI 7R L,
2omnn PRD 2INDT PHY IR LT
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Always give of yourself and your property for matters of Heaven,

because you and everything you own, including your soul, are His

and come from Him. # All you have and all you have achieved are a

result of the strength and means received from God. All you have was

given to you only for the purpose of employing it to do the Will of

God.

The one who was learning Torah while traveling through a
perilous place and interrupts to admire a tree or a field, endangers
his life, since it is just his Torah-learning which is what is

protecting him there. More broadly, Torah protects us from

14 Possibly a Galilean village.
135 Everything is His.
136 More correctly, Rebbe Yaakov.
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danger. #® The physical beauties of nature all recede in the shadows
of the higher beauty of God’s Teaching. The beauty and dignity of a
human soul that is guided and enlightened by the spirit of God is a
beauty and dignity that surpasses all Earthly beauty by far.
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EIGHT

R ebbe Dostai son of Rebbe
Yannai in the name of Rebbe
Meir said, ""Regarding anyone who
forgets even one thing of his
learning, it is written that he causes
his own demise, as it says (Deut. 4),
'‘Be careful and take great care of
your life lest you forget any of the
matters you saw with your eyes'. If
his learning was difficult for him,
we have learned (ibid), 'And lest
these be diverted from your heart all
the days of your life." From here we
learn that he is not guilty with his
life until he deliberately removes it
from his heart®¥’."
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Anyone who forgets anything from his learning, since he did not

review his learning, sins against his soul. He may also come to
permit the forbidden and, thus, cause others to sin, as well.

137 He is only guilty if he erases his learning from his mind intentionally.

59



PIRKEI AVOS -

SYNTHESIZED 3:9

NINE

R ebbe Chanina ben Dosa said,
"Anyone whose fear of
sinning takes precedence over his
desire for wisdom, shall have his
wisdom endure. Anyone whose
wisdom takes precedence over his
fear of sinning, shall not have his
wisdom endure.” He was wont to
say, "Anyone whose deeds™® are
greater than his wisdom®*°, shall
have his wisdom endure. Anyone

Y2 ,mIN NDIT J3 Niup o2 W
inpen innenh NRTiR INUD DR
DR MRTiR InRInw D51 .npienn
T NI NpRDR InRen TN LiNug
SPpemn AW VR Ud MR
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whose wisdom is greater than his deeds!*® shall not have his wisdom

endure.""

The one whose fear of sinning is foremost in his mind will have

his Torah wisdom preserved, while the one whose wisdom is

more important to him than his fear of sinning will not have his

wisdom preserved.

It is also true that if a man’s deeds exceed his Torah wisdom, his
wisdom will endure, whereas if his wisdom exceeds his deeds, his

wisdom will not endure.

38 Mitzvohs.
139 His knowledge of Torah.
10 He does not put his learning into practice.
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TEN

I I el was wont to say, "If
people are pleased with him,

God is at ease with him, too. But, if
people are displeased with him, so
is God." Rebbe Dosa ben
Harkinos said, "Morning sleep,
mid-day wine!#?, childish
(children's) talk!*® and attending the
synagogues of the simple, ignorant
masses* removes a man from this
world."
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God likes amiable people, whereas He is uncomfortable with
those who are generally disliked. # A Jew who is honest is
praised for his Torah-learning and his parents are praised for
raising such a trustworthy son. ® God created men for a single,
universal union of human beings beneath the reign of the Father of all
Mankind. Unkind and hostile conduct toward other men is displeasing
to God and 1s in direct contradiction to the goals intended by God to
be attained through Mankind’s life together.

Sleeping late in the morning because of late-night escapades,
drinking wine in the middle of the day when he should be most
alert and mentally clear, engaging in childish conversations, and
frequenting the synagogues of ignorant people where they speak
of trivial matters, removes a person from this world. ® He is

41 Rebbe Chanina ben Dosa.
12 Typically, they did not eat in the afternoon.
13 Talking with children.

1“4 \Who do not come there to pray or learn, but engage in idle talk.
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thoughtlessly squandering the most precious gift that has been given to
man - time.
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ELEVEN

R ebbe Elazar the Modaite!®®
said, "The one who
desecrates holy things, the one who
disgraces the holidays, the one who
humiliates his fellow-man in
public, the one who denies the
covenant of Abraham, our
Patriarch'*, may he rest in peace,
and the one who interprets Torah
in contradiction to the Halacha!¥,
even though he may have Torah
knowledge and good deeds to his
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credit, has no share in the World to Come.”

The one who desecrates that which is holy, such as desecrating
the Sabbath in public or by working on Chol Hamoed, thus
treating these as ordinary days, and the one who humiliates

someone in public, and the one who denies the covenant of

Abraham by concealing it, and the one who intentionally

misinterprets or misquotes the Torah and the Halacha, even

though they may have acquired Torah and have done good deeds,
have no place in the World to Come, unless they fully repent
before their deaths. #® They are guilty of contributing to
undermining the future of God’s kingdom on earth.

1 From the city of Modi’im.

16 He does not fulfill the Commandment of circumcision.
1“7 He makes things up which are contrary to the Halacha. Alternatively, he disparages the Torah.
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TWELVE

R ebbe Yishmael said, "'Be wNa% bp 217,928 HRynes 21 29
amiable with a superior and a7x7 b n§ bapn M7 ,NITWRR 7N

pleasant with the dark-haired A
ones!®®, and receive every person
with joy."

Serve your elders and superiors with peace of mind. ® Execute
the demands of the authorities swiftly. # Be amiable with those
of lesser standing or who are younger than you. @ Receive
everyone with a pleasant demeanort.

18 people who are sought to work for the ruling authorities [i.e., the young who still have the
youthful hair color — RB].
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THIRTEEN

ebbe Akiva said, "Levity and nmbp pin IR X3Py 21 N
light-headedness accustom a s ,nqien .1p9 P9osn @K
person to promiscuity. Tradition* 2973 WYY A9 L,NIYn iRy
is a protective fence around the SR RT3 LIRS A0
Torah. Tithing is a fence for | | | o
wealth. Vows are a fence for
abstinence. The fence for wisdom is
silence."’

Jesting and levity draw us close to lewdness and unchastity and bring a
person to immorality. # The Tradition safeguards the Torah.
The Tradition is the standard by which we measure the veracity
of our Halachic reasoning and logic. # Tithing safeguards
wealth. Seeing that the person shares his assets with the less
fortunate shows them that he is just. Not only will the poor not be
jealous of him, but they will delight in his successes. ® Vowing
safeguards abstinence which, in turn, safeguards moral behavior.
#® Vows strengthen our resolve to abstain from sin in the struggle
against evil impulses. # Silence safeguards wisdom. If so for wise
people, all the more so for simpletons. # The person who devotes
more time to thought than speech will never run the danger of making
thoughtless or ill-considered statements. 4 When you do not know,
say, “I do not know”. # Remain silent until your teacher
finishes so that you can hear his entire analysis and rationale
before questioning it.

¥ Including the Oral Torah.
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FOURTEEN

H e was wont to say, ""How
priveleged is Man who was
created in the Image®®. And it was
a special act of favor that he'>* was
informed of this, as it says (Genesis 9),
'For in the image of God did He
make Man." How priveleged are
Israel that they are called "children
to God' as it says (Deut. 14), 'You are
children to the Lord, your God." So
special are Israel that they were
given this especially desirable
medium?®>? of love when the world
was created, as it says (Proverbs 4),
‘For | have given you a good portion
— My Torah. Do not abandon it."""
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How pleasant it is for Man to have been created in the image of

God, for just because of this he became obligated to execute
God’s Will. # Tt is Man’s dignity and nobleness which raises him
above all other creatures. @ Israel is privileged to be His children

and to whom He has revealed His great affection and love. 2

Israel is singularly cherished since it was specifically to them that
God’s beloved Torah, the blueprint for the Creation, was given.

150 Of God.

151 God informed Adam that he was formed in His image.

152 The Torah.

66



PIRKEI AVOS - SYNTHESIZED 3:14

# Man’s task is to bring about moral Good in the wotld, which can
only be attained through the Torah.
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FIFTEEN

44 1153 is forseen, freedom of  23way ,739n3 P ey W37 W
choice™  has  been YR 59 955 Yo .jiT: abivs

granted, and according to

goodness™ is the world judged.

Everything is in accordance with most**® works.”

All is known to God, and nothing done, even in secret, is hidden
from Him. Paradoxically, Man has complete free-will to do
whatever he wants, to choose right or wrong, to do good or bad.
@ In fact, if it were not within Man’s power to do evil, were sin to
hold no charms for him, indeed, Man would then not be human at all.
# God judges us for our choices. If, by and large, we do good
and observe His commandments, He will be merciful with us.

153 Rebbe Akiva here continues.

154 Although all is forseen, Man has been granted free-will to choose to do good or evil.
% In God’s goodness and His mercy.

15 Man is rewarded by the majority of his good deeds.
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SIXTEEN

e was wont to say,
H "Everything is given on

account™® and a net has
been spread over all of life'®®. The
store is open'® the shopkeeper
extends credit, the ledger is open,
and the hand records therein.
Anyone who wishes to borrow can
come and borrow, but the
collectors go out everyday and
demand their due, whether they the
people are aware of it or not.
They!®! have upon what to rely
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when exacting payment. The law is just, and everything has been

prepared for the banquet®."

Life is on loan, and God can reclaim it whenever He wants. @
We are like fish in a sea and the net of affliction and death has
already been spread before us. It can scoop us up at any moment
without notice or perception. But, since we have free-will and we

can choose to do good or bad, and make ourselves wholesome or

polluted as we wish, we can escape the net by making the right
choices. ® We can live a life of moderation or one of lack of

157 Rebbe Akiva.

18 All man has been given is on loan, and he will have to make an accounting as to what he did

with it all.
%9 Man is trapped like a fish in a net.

160 The world and all of life’s pleasures are available to him.

161 The collectors, for all is written in the ledger.

162 Awaiting the righteous ones in the World to Come.
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restraint. ® Life is like an open store. We come in and take what
we need and want. The storekeeper trusts his customers, but also
records everything they take. Even when he is extremely busy, he
still records everything. At the end of the day, everyone has to
pay. ® Life is like taking an easy loan. We can botrow however
much we like. But, the lender’s collectors always turn up, usually
without any warning, and demand payment. They can be very
agonizing. This refers to the agents of God: illness and affliction.
# Sometimes the borrower remembers his debts and admits to
them. But, sometimes he has long-forgotten them and cries out,
“Injustice!”. Nevertheless, the lender never forgets and always
acts judiciously and righteously. # Those who pay their debts
will ultimately be rewarded, if not in this world then in the World
to Come, while those from whom payment was not obtained in
this world, will be made to pay in the World to Come.
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SEVENTEEN

R ebbe Elazar ben Azariah
said, "Without Torah!®s,
there is no Derech Eretz®*

Without Derech Eretz, there is no
Torah. Without wisdom, there is
no fear. Without fear'®, there is no
wisdom. Without understanding?®,
there is no knowledge. Without
knowledge, there IS no
understanding. Without flour®’,
there is no Torah. Without
Torah'®® there is no flour.” He
was wont to say, ""The one whose
wisdom exceeds his deeds is
comparable with a tree which has
many branches, but few roots.
Comes a wind, and the tree is
uprooted and upended, as it says
(Jeremiah 17): "He is like a solitary tree
in the desert, and does not see

163 \Without assigning Torah a place of importance.
164 Correct and ethical behavior.

165 Of sin.

166 Analyses.

167 Food, sustenance.

188 \What is life without Torah?
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when goodness comes; he lives on 157 ,w) "R ,inipnn inix Pom
the parched soil in the wilderness, a v nbe» 2 by 2 Sy Y yus
salt-saturated and uninhabitable 39 w9 m ,27 K2 % I8 NN
land'. However, if his deeds exceed niwyn wm»y 89 3870 89 noza nwas
his wisdom, we compare him to a -
tree whose branches are few, but

has many roots. Even if all the

winds in the world were to blow

upon him they would be unable to move him from his place. Of him it
Is written there, "He is like a tree planted by the waters which spreads
out its roots toward the stream for water; he does not sense the heat, and
his leaves remain fresh; he is not troubled in a year of drought, neither
does he cease to bear fruit'"".

Without Torah, there is no “Derech Eretz” - an orderly way of life
— and there is no civilization or society. Without “Derech Eretz”,
there is no Torah. ® Torah cannot truly exist in a person who
does not have exemplary personal attributes, faultless morality,
and impeccable behavior. ¢ Without wisdom, there is no fear of
Heaven. Without fear of Heaven, there is no wisdom. # Waithout
understanding, that is, the ability to analyze issues and draw
inferences and conclusions, there is no knowledge. Without
knowledge, that is, the ability to synthesize concepts, there is no
understanding. #  Without sustenance, there is no Torah.
Without Torah, there is no sustenance.

We can compare the one whose wisdom exceeds his deeds to a
tree with many branches, but few roots. One swift wind and he is
toppled. While the one whose deeds exceed his wisdom can be
compared to a tree with few branches but many roots. No wind in
the world can uproot him.
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EIGHTEEN

R ebbe Eliezer ben Chissma
said, ""The laws governing
Kinin’®® and Niddah!® are the
really, true essences of the
Halacha, whereas astronomy and
numerologies are mere
tantalizations to wisdom."'

TIR ,ORIN RBOT 13 VYRR 3 O
nisapn LISk SN 17 37,773 N
:TR3? NINTZTD L,NINYWRN

The minutiae of the Halacha are the essence of the Halacha. It is

the observance of these details for which one receives reward. @

However, subjects such as star-gazing (tracking the Zodiac,

calculating the equinoxes) and numerology are of lesser
importance. Entertaining, but not very useful in and of

themselves for most people, although they can bring a person to
the more serious topics of Halacha. # Nevertheless, both these
topics do requite an understanding of mathematics which

sharpens the mind.

169 The stringent laws governing bird-sacrifices and doubts about them.

170 The menstruant.
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CHAPTER 4

ONE

en Zoma said, ""Who is wise?

He who learns from all

people, as it says (Psalms 119),
'From all my teachers, | have
gained understanding; while Your
testimonies are my pursuits." Who
Is courageous? He who controls his
impulses, as it says (Proverbs 16),
'Better is the one who holds back his
anger than the strong man; better
the one who rules over his spirit
than the one who captures a city."
Who is rich? He who is content
with his portion!™, as it says (Psalms
128), "When you enjoy the work of
your hands, you shall be content,
and it shall be good for you’. *°You
shall be content’ — in this world;
‘good for you’ — in the World to
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X327 29iYh 70 29wy Lo aRivs
P27 DR TIDRT LTI WIPN
72D TN D L3 X bNww) NI
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Come. Who is respected? He who respects other people, as it says (I
samuel 2), 'Those who honor me, I honor, but those who despise me, shall

be held in contempt.

171 He makes no effort to chase wealth.
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Who is wise? The one who learns from everyone, including those
who are lesser than he. ® For any person can be more expert than
he in at least one calling or pursuit and thus give him valuable practical
information which he may then utilize for his study of the Law of God.
#® Who is called wise? The one who loves and pursues wisdom.
# Pursue knowledge with the same vigor as you would if you
were trying to tetrieve a valuable object you lost. # Who is
strong? The one who is in control of his desires, and the one who
does not anger. ® He who can subdue his passions is mightier than
the bravest of watriors. @ Who is rich? The one who is content
with his portion because the lust for money can never be satisfied. #
Who is honorable? The one who respects others. ® God honorts
those who honor Him.
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TWO

en Azzai said, ""Always run to  mhp mxn® 77 07, IR ONIY 13 2
do a simple Mitzvah (as you  mgny ;19397 7 0031 ,(7172m33)
would to do a more serious one), w3y nqMA TNEYY L,TIER AT
and flee from sin. For one Mitzvah  maay =0t .mzn ,m3n oww
tows with it another Mitzvah, and 172y
a sin drags with it another sin. For |
the reward of a Mitzvah is a
Mitzvah, and the payment for a sin
isasin."

Rush to perform an easy Mitzvah as you would a more difficult
one, and flee from sin, because the reward for a Mitzvah is the
opportunity to perform another Mitzvah, while the punishment
for one sin is another sin. ® Sinning dulls the keen edge of moral
judgment and weakens resistance to future evil. # Committing sins
is easy for people, and people enjoy most sins. # Distancing
from God may accelerate as one moves away from Him.
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THREE

e was wont to say, "'Do not a7 ®o% 12 970 PR ,2IN 77 X172
disgrace anyone nor deem g5 xw 937 Y29 29pm IR BN
anything worthless since there is yaxw =27 79 181 7vw & PRY 27N
no one who does not have his - Rk,
moment nor is there anything that
does not have its place."

Never disgrace another person, and never divide people into
higher and lower sects, because there is no person who does not
have his moment, and there is no thing that does not have its
place.

77



PIRKEI AVOS -

SYNTHESIZED 4:4

FOUR

R ebbe Levitas of Yavne said,
""Be of exceedingly humble
spirit since the ‘hope’ of every
human is the maggot."" Rebbe
Yochanan ben Beroka said,
""Anyone who disgraces the Name
of Heaven in secret shall be paid
back in public; whether he
descecratred the Name
intentionally or even by accident."

TR ,MIN T30 WOR oYM 93 T
TR WAIR MPRY N YEw 1T TRR
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10U PP 7O TN AW TN

Unlike all other attributes where a person should attempt to find
the middle ground, regarding humility, one must be exceptionally
humble and modest, for nothing is more despicable and
repugnant than pride, conceit and arrogance. Since egotism is a
common problem, we must be very wary of it. # What are we,
after all? In the end, the worms are waiting for us, and we will
decay.

Whoever disgraces the Name of Heaven in private by secretly
sinning surmising that no one will find out about it, will
ultimately be exposed. # Actually, people like to boast to others
of their sins as an arrogant show of defiance of Heaven. # It
makes no difference if his desecration is intentional or not,
because no one is excused from being cognizant of the fact that
there is a God who is everywhere and who sees and hears
everything.
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FIVE

R ebbe Yishmael his son'’? Tmibg ,miR 13 SRynws s3q 7
said, "Anyone who learns ﬁ'f:; VRirdl-1-1A ,-m’?’p nyn ’7;_7 nﬂjn
Torah to teach it, shall be given the  niwyh nam Sy Thibm 799 Tinyy
opportunity to both learn and <simwh b9 7indh 7193 Prosen
teach. Anyone who learns in order awypn X , iR PiTE 527 DLy
to put it into practice, shall be <ism> aqp 89,272 273075 7Y
given the opportunity to learn, wmanwxT , iR 597 797 791 202
teach, observe'” and do.”" Rebbe mymm %p ,nta% R3 .m9m ,xan3
Tzodok said'®, "Do not make ;oL T 19 DY TN a7
them!™ a coronet in order to

elevate!’® yourself nor a spade with

which to dig."" And so would Hillel

say, ""He who makes use of the

crown of Torah shall pass away."

From here we learn that anyone

who personally benefits from the words of Torah removes his
existence from the world.

172 [His son or the son of Rabbi Yosse — RB].

173 The Mitzvohs.

174 [Some additions of the Mishna add: 1°1°>7:7 >3 928y wyn X1 M2°%7 1 won %8 — Do not set
yourself apart from the community and do no act as a counsel of the judges. —RB].

175 \Words of Torah.

176 Boast about.
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Whoever learns in order to teach, will be given the opportunity to
both learn and teach. However, the one who learns in order to do,
will be given the opportunity to learn, teach, observe and do; and
he will be protected from sinning.

(Never set yourself apart from the community and do not act as
counsel to the judges.) Never learn Torah so that people will call
you rabbi or for the honor or to be able to rule over others. Nor
should you learn Torah because you think that that will lead to a
good job.

Anyone who ascends by means of the Crown of Torah does the
opposite from the intention of God. God intended Man to be
subservient to Torah, not that Torah be subservient to Man. #
From this we learn that anyone who benefits from the Torah
removes himself from this world.
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SIX

R ebbe Yosse said, "Anyone nx Tas»3 B2 IR v v3q )
who honors the Torah shall ’7;1 Jisan by 729% 9% ,7MIng
himself be honored by people. by ’7‘?;17; D LTI NN 77‘7;37;3
Anyone who desecrates the Torah ;i3
shall himself be debased by other

people."

Whoever honors the Torah will himself be honored by others. #
Anyone who disgraces the Torah, will be disgraced. 4 How
should you honor the Torah? By escorting the Sefer Torah when
it is being carried to and from the Ark, handling it with reverence,
and listening intently when it is being read. Also, by showing that
every letter of it has meaning, and that there is meaning even
where the letters are missing.
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SEVEN

R ebbe Yishmael his son said, wwinmm iR 12 Rppe» 2 9
"The one who hides himself ’77;1 TRON BB 3D L1970 ﬁng;_;
from the judgment unyokes himself JINTIT2 928 oAM WX nyvauh
from enmity177, thievery178 and 717 O3 DR i
false oaths”®, while the one who | |
boasts'® of his decision-making is a

fool, wicked and has a haughty

spirit."

He who shuns judicial office rids himself of hatred, robbery and
perjury. ® The judge who brings the litigants to amicable
compromise avoids having the losing litigant hate him for finding
him guilty, stealing by wrongfully compelling an innocent man
to pay money, and causing unnecessary oath-taking. ® Here we
are referting to one unfit to administer justice. ® Also, judges who
issue complicated and convoluted judgments are fools, apathetic,
and arrogant. ® ‘This could also apply to those people who
conceitedly deliver verdicts for themselves without going to a
legitimate court for judgment.

177 From the one he found guilty.

178 For he may have found guilty the innocent one [who now has to pay his fellow], and would then
himself be a thief.

179 Obliging someone to take an oath. The man may then perjure himself and swear falsely.

180 He is arrogant.
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EIGHT

H e was wont to say, "Do not s1om 37 0 OR ,WIN I X N
judge by yourself for there is  =naxn bRY LTIN RON ST 3T TRY
no single judge but One. Do not IR N9Y PRYA 17 ,O0YT 1930
say’8! 'Accept my opinion' since

they have free-will, and are not

bound by you?®®?

Never be haughty, even if you are an expert in a topic nor think
that you can adjudicate without consultation with others. For the
only One Judge we have is God. # A judge must never compel
his fellow judges to accept his reasoning simply because it was he
who invited the others to come together to judge with him.
Rather, he must acquiesce to the final ruling of the majority. @
Everyone errs, even the greatest and sharpest of sages.

181 To your fellow judges.
182 If they are the majority, they can compel you to accept their verdict.
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NINE

R ebbe Yonoson said, "Anyone ng apn3 b2 MR 3 3 W
who observes the Torah b)WY AREh I990 LSIvn TYinn
when poor will ultimately observe n‘?u;’p DT WY TN NN bg;;;a

it when rich, while anyone who
fails to observe the Torah when
rich will fail to observe it when
poor.""

Whoever observes the Torah in poverty when he is troubled about
his sustenance and is pressed for time and has always to look for
work, will ultimately be able to observe the Torah in wealth and
comfort. ® Anyone who violates the Torah when wealthy when
he had the time to learn and observe the Commandments but
failed to do so, will end up violating it in poverty and desperation.

84
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TEN

R ebbe Meir said, "Reduce ,popya vymn 7,928 R 31 O
your involvement in business ’7; 5192 M b;w N LTIRs piom
and engage yourself in Torah. Be :[’? Y LTI e D’pu; Ry 27N
of a Iowly spirit before all men®e, SN2 nb;_;;_? 2Ny 77339 7297 ns’pu;
If you neglect and avoid Torah, 279 10 727 0 5
you shall have a lot of *avoidings'&*

to deal with. But, if you toil in

Torah, He has much reward

awaiting you.""

Engage in as little commerce and affairs of the world as is
necessary. Rather spend most of your time learning Torah. @
Accustom yourself to a more modest standard of living than the social
circles in which you move. @ Know that you can learn from
everyone, even from someone who is much less learned than you.
# If you relax in your Torah-learning, you will subject yourself to
many forces which will pull you further away from this task. But,
if you toil in Torah, you will have an enormous reward. # Your
reward is commensurate with how hard you toiled in learning,
and not for how much you actually learned.

183 Even someone smaller (lesser) than you.
84 You will be confronted with many things which will prevent you from doing your task.
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ELEVEN

R ebbe Eliezer ben Yaacov
said, ""When a person does
one Mitzvah, he acquires an
advocate, but when he commits a
sin, he acquires an accuser.
Repentance and good deeds are
like shutters before punishments.
Rebbe Yochanan HaSandler said,
""Any congregation assembled for a
holy purpose shall endure!®®, while
any group brought together not for
the sake of Heaven shall not
endure."
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For every Mitzvah you perform in this world, you acquire an
advocate in the World to Come. For every sin committed, you

acquire an accuser. ® Repentance and good deeds safeguard
against troubles. # Sins are like shutters between Man and God.

Repentance opens these barriers.

The decisions and recommendations of any group assembled for

the purpose of Heaven will endure, while the pronouncements of

gatherings not for the sake of Heaven will not survive. # It is

only a matter of time before ignobly-motivated assemblies disintegrate.

185 Their endeavors will endure.
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TWELVE

R ebbe Elazar ben Shamua sy ,mix pmw 32 9ipby %31 20
said, "May the honor of your 792" ,-I’?w; :[s’?;fy 2%an :[-!57;’?13 7923
students be as dear to you as your RT972D 729 K792 ,727 RYND T2
own; may the honor of your -
colleague be like the reverence of

your rebbe and may the reverence

of your rebbe by like the fear of

Heaven."

The honor of your student should be as dear to you as your own
honot. # The honor of your friend should be the same as the
honor you have for your teacher. # The honor you have for your
teacher should be the same as the reverence you have for Heaven.
# In our zeal to teach and discipline, we must never allow ourselves to
degrade or injure the dignity of a disciple. We must not let the intimacy
we have with our equals diminish our honor for them.
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THIRTEEN

careful in your learning®® JITT ARIY TIMDD naNdw ,7Imon:
since any mistake'® in learning oz zvns mwhw iR TvRw 31
shall be counted as intentional.””  mish» an2y ma79 9021 799 0
Rebbe Shimon said, ""There are 137923 ’7;_3 n’zﬁy 25v aw DN
three crowns: the crown of Torah,
the crown of the priesthood and the
crown of kingship. But the crown
of a good name exceeds them all."

R ebbe Yehuda said, 'Be =1 %33 iR a7 2 A

Be precise and investigative in your learning, because even
inadvertent errors in learning are reckoned as intentional sins. @
Improper and superficial study or indifference when studying Torah 1s
sinful.

Our Sages spoke of three crowns — the crown of Torah, the crown
of the priesthood, and the crown of kingship. But there is actually
a fourth one, the crown of a good name, which exceeds all the
others. ® All the other three are without value unless they are linked
with the crown of a good name. ® Not everyone can be a priest ot
a king, but everyone can learn Torah. # It is of the greatest of
achievements for a person to die having earned a “good name”
during his life.

186 Explaining and understanding the Halacha and instruction.
187 One who errs in instruction because he did know the reason for a Halacha is considered as an
intentional violator.
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FOURTEEN

R ebbe Nehorai'® said, @ipnY A9 97,9 ORIy 93 7O
"Rather you should be STIIR RIAD KUY WRA ORY 70
exiled'® to a place where there is wx gnpz 5y .93 mwop> manw
already Torah and do not say that LN
it will follow you'®, and that your

associates'® will establish it in your

possession®?; and do not rely upon

your own understanding!®3.”

Move only to a place where there is an existing Torah
community, one with an indigenous population of Torah
scholars, even at the sacrifice of living somewhere where you
would have a better income. # Do not assume that if you are the
first in a new place others will follow and build a community
around you, even if you are a top scholar yourself. # Seck out a
place where the Torah is diligently studied, even if it means leaving your
home that you love. Whatever skill you have will grow and survive only
if you associate with people of similar interests. If you lack such
companionship, your talent - in this instance the knowledge of Torah -
will eventually atrophy.

188 [Rabbi Elazar ben Arach — Rashi].

189 Move to a place where there are scholars from whom you can learn Torah.

1%0*] shall wait for Torah here, and a rabbi will come to me.’

191 Who left you to learn.

%2 TA difficult phrase. R’ Pinchas Kahati in his commentary, quoting the Meiri, says that this
means that you will have to ask your colleagues, who did go to a place of Torah, your questions
since they learned on your behalf, as it were, and they will then have to explain things to you.
Rather, you should go to a place of Torah to learn it yourself, directly from the rabbis, and not
have to rely on the ‘students’. —RB]

1% Saying that | understand things myself, and | do not need a rabbi.
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FIFTEEN

R ebbe Yannai said, "We &% 19732 PR %N o8 3v W
cannot comprehend why the syieon N> nxy 2owwng  nown
wicked are calm'® nor why the  a»ix wm 33 Nonm 31 .2op°737
righteous are afflicted">."" Rebbe 231 s1m 278 %3 2wz 2v7pn N7
Masya’®® ben Chorosh said, 10V WX S0 INY ,DIIND
""Always be the first to greet other

people. Rather be a tail to the lions

than the head of the foxes."

We are unable to fathom why the wicked succeed in this world
and continue to flourish, while the righteous suffer. This is surely
one of the greatest enigmas of life. ® To determine the
relationship between the visible fate of a man and his moral worthiness
or lack thereof is utterly beyond our power. We do not have sufficient
insight either to determine a person’s moral worth or worthlessness, or
to judge where that which befalls him is indeed a blessing or a calamity.

Always be the first to extend greetings to everyone, but everyone.
# Better to be the tail to lions than the head of foxes. That is, it
is better for someone to be the follower of great and learned
people than the leader of lesser people. After all, the tail of a lion
is still part of the lion, while the head of a fox is a part of the fox.
# Seek the company of those who are superior to you both spititually
and morally even though you would occupy an inferior position in their
midst and would have to submit to their guidance.

194 Have it easy.
15 They suffer.
1% [or Matisyoh or Matisyohu — RB]
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SIXTEEN

R ebbe Yaacov said, "This a»i7 717 2%iw7 , 0N 2Py 20 TR
world can be compared to an ypnz .X37 29iva S192 S9TIiNLY
antechamber to the World to 1!’7|71_n’? OIDNY 97 ,MTIIND TNy
Come. Therefore, prepare

yourself!®” in the antechamber so

that you can enter the banquet

hall."

This world is like a corridor leading to the World to Come.
Prepare yourself in the hallway in order that you can enter the
throne room of the king.

197 With good deeds.
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SEVENTEEN

H e'® was wont to say, "Better nmx myw m wiN My N T
one hour of repentance and  m17 2bivs a°2iv aswymy mawns
good deeds in this world than a pnpx TpY 797 .N27 aRive von bon
lifetime in the World to Come!®. o bon ,N27 2Riva ma naip bw
Better one hour of spiritual Al var
contentment in the World to Come '

than a lifetime in this world.""

Better one hour of repentance and doing good deeds in this world
than life in the World to Come. # This world is where we prepare
ourselves by faithfully discharging our physical, moral and spiritual
tasks. What was not attained here cannot be made up in the Next
World. ® The World to Come is a place of blissful happiness. All the
joys and pleasures which even the longest lifetime on earth could afford
cannot outweigh even one single hour of spiritual satisfaction such as is
found in the World to Come.

1% [Rebbe Yaacov - RB].
199 In the World to Come, no one can repent nor perform good deeds.
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EIGHTEEN

R ebbe Shimon ben Elazar
said, ""Make no attempt to
placate your friend in the hour of
his anger?®; do not try to comfort a
person when his dead lies before
him?°!: do not discuss the matter
with someone at the time he made
a vow?%?; and do not visit someone
at the moment of his defeat®®."

PR IR TYOR 33 vRw san T
PR) Loy nYwa YA DRI
DY ,130% Dun innw myws upmn
PTRWn PR LT3 npwa 9 DRwn

:3nHP5R NP ININTY

Make no attempt to pacify an angry man. # Do not console
someone who is at the height of his mourning, because at that
moment he expects you to mourn with him and not help him
rationalize his loss. 4 Do not try to help someone find a way out
of his vow at a time when he is highly intent on fulfilling that vow.
Your attempt will only backfire and strengthen his resolve. @
Good intentions alone are an insufficient excuse and justification for all
things. Consider the timing. ® Avoid looking at someone when he
is sinning for this will only shame him. 4 Do not go out of your
way to visit someone who suffered something unpleasant if you know
that he would rather remain alone and unseen in his distress.

200 He will reject your attempt to soothe him.
201 \Wait until after the burial.

202 Even if you try to release him from his vow by finding some sort of loophole for him, at the

moment he made it, he will reject your efforts saying he is determined to keep it anyway.
208 Just when he failed, and is most embarrassed.
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NINETEEN

hmuel Hakoton said?® (Proverbs %233 (75 bwn) , IR Jups DRIAY VY
24), “Do not be jubilant when 2% by» by fowo3) mawn By 7308
your enemy falters nor rejoice when 15’?;;79 ;5;;7,-” PP YT M N7 38
he fails. God sees you, and this that 9DN
you do is bad in His eyes, and He
shall rescind His anger from your
fellow”.

Do not rejoice in your enemy’s downfall nor be gleeful of his
failings. God sees you, and this is evil in His eyes, and He will be
angry with you.

204 He was accustommed to saying these verses.

24



PIRKEI AVOS - SYNTHESIZED 4:20

TWENTY

E lisha ben Avuyah said,
"Teaching a child s

compared to writing on a
new, blank sheet of paper?®,
whereas teaching a mature person
is like writing on an erased sheet of
paper."” Rebbe Yose bar Yehuda
from Kfar Bavli?® said, ""One who
learns from children is compared
to someone who eats unripened
grapes and drinks wine from the
winepress, whereas the one who
learns from the elders is compared
to one who eats fully-ripened
grapes and drinks old wine."
Rebbe?’” said, ""Do not look at the
jug, but what is in it. There are
new containers with old wine, and
old ones which are empty"'.
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To what can we compare the teaching of children? To writing on

a blank sheet of paper. To what can we compare the teaching of
an older person? To writing on a page which had been erased. @

Old minds are prejudiced and not easily impressed.

205 |1t makes a permanent impression.
206 Near Sidon.
207 Rebbe Yehuda HaNassi [or Rebbe Meir — RB].
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To what can we compare someone who learns from children? To
someone who eats unripe grapes and drinks wine directly from
the winepress, that is, its processing is incomplete. 4 To what
can we compare someone who learns from an old person? To
someone who eats ripened grapes, and drinks mature, mellowed
wine.

Do not look at the container, rather look at its contents. There are
new containers filled with old wine, and old containers which do
not have even a little something new inside. # Rabbi Meir
modifies the previous Mishna saying that that rule is not universally
applicable. Some young minds are mature, while some old ones are not.
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TWENTY-ONE

R ebbe Elazar HaKapor said, m8ipa I8 “5p3 w98 31 NO
"Envy, lust and a desire for g axg nx PROXIR Tia2M MIRAM
honor remove a person from the -var
world".

Envy of the success of sinners, desire for physical pleasures, and
the pursuit of personal honor remove a person from this world.
These are the sources for almost all the sins in the world. @
Envy leads to thievery, desire for pleasure leads to eating wrong
foods and the engaging in immoral sexual unions, and the pursuit
of honor leads to pride, disputes, and humiliation.
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TWENTY-TWO

e?% was wont to say, "All
I I who are born?® will die, the

dead will be resurrected?',
and all living beings will be judged.
Know, inform?!! and comtemplate
that He is God, He is the
Fashioner, He is the Creator, He
understands?2, He is the Judge?®®,
He is the witness, He is the
prosecuter, and He will judge.
Blessed be He that with Him there
IS no injustice, no forgetting, no
partiality, and no bribery; for
everything is His?!%. Everything is
done in accordance with the
accounting.?®® Do not trust your
inclination?!®, since the grave is
surely your refuge. For against
your will were you created (and
against your will you were born),
and against your will you live, and

208 Rebbe Elazar HaKapor.

200 Everyone.

210 At the time of the Resurrection.

211 Everyone must learn for himself and teach others.
22 \What everyone does.

213 The only judge.

214 And with what can you possibly bribe Him?

215 Of Mitzvohs and good deeds.

216 [Deceiving you that all will be well -RB].

98

Lm0 297997 iR o N 2D
Y77 JiTe 2vmm Lninay 2mem
SR RITLOR NI DTIIYY OTIAY
VT ORYT LPaAnT R LNRTI2AT N
TOY RYT LPT YYD ONWT TV NI
TR XD PISY PNY KW TR 1T
nen N9 201D Riwn N9 amaw XY
oY bogw pr7y JShW Yoaw L,Tniw
PINWTY ¥ TR DR 2wns
I3 IR N2 Yyw 77 o m2
DR 72 0 ,(770 AR A2 PwY)
AR 092 YY) ,0% 08 772 Yy,
9% A9 199 Yiawm 1T 07 Ty

:RIT TIN3 WP 2IYRT



PIRKEI AVOS — SYNTHESIZED  4:22

against your will you will die, and against your will will you have to
give a full reckoning and accounting before the King of kings, the
Holy One, blessed be He."

We were all born to die, but those who have died will be
resurrected. ® Everyone will be judged. % In the end,
everyone will know there is the one God who is fashioner, creator,
and all-knowing. He is judge, witness, and prosecutor. And He
will judge. # A human being may be formed and fashioned but,
unlike a vessel, he is never “finished”. ® God’s verdict is just.
# All is revealed before Him. # No one is absolved of being
judged. ® He takes no bribes. This refers to someone who
might “offer” God the performance of a Mitzvah in return for
erasing a sin. Rather, He rewards for each Mitzvah and punishes
for each sin. ® Everything is His. # All sins, small and latrge,
will be accounted for and the sinner punished. Do not be tempted
by your evil inclination which argues that with death all will be
forgiven. ® You were created against your will, you were born
against your will, you live against your will, you will die against
your will, and you will give accounting for your deeds before the
King of kings, blessed be He.
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CHAPTER 5

ONE

he world was created with

ten sayings®!’. What do we
learn from this since the world
could have been created in one
utterance? It was done this way in
order to emphatically penalize the
wicked who destroy the world,
which was create in ten sayings,
and well-reward the righteous?®
who sustain the world, which was
created with ten sayings.
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God created the world with ten utterances such as, “Let there be
light”. Ten and not one, so that those who destroy the world will
be punished tenfold and the righteous who uphold the world will

be rewarded tenfold. ® Who destroys the world? Anyone who
kills a person. # God made such an effort to create this world,

and this one destroys it with one criminal act. ® Creation with a

single utterance would have fixed Man on the same plane with that of

217 Ten commands.
218 |n whose merit the world is sustained.
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all the other works of creation. Man is the final work of creation, the
goal and summit of the whole, in whom all of creation culminates.

The ten sayings were:

Breishis — “Creation!”

“Let there be light”.

“Let there be a firmament”.

“Let the waters gather”.

“Let there be vegetation”.

“Let there be sources of light”.
“Let the waters swarm with life”.
“Let the land bring forth life”.
“Let us make Man”.

“Behold, I have given you...

SO PN R WN e

.o .

Then God said to all, “Be fruitful and multiply”.
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TWO

he reason there were ten

generations?® from Adam to
Noah was in order to inform us of
how patient God is, for each
generation constantly irritated
Him until He finally brought upon
them the waters of the flood. There
were ten generations? from Noah
to Abraham in order to inform us
how patient He is, for each
generation continuously angered
Him, until Abraham came and
reaped the reward due all of them.
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There were ten generations from Adam to Noah in order to teach

how patient God was with Man, and how slowly He angered with
Man, until He brought the Flood. # His patience allowed them

time to repent.

There were ten generations from Noah to Abraham in order to
teach how patient God was with them, even though they angered
Him. Abraham then came and received all their rewards. That is,
Abraham did all the good they should have done in this world and
was rewarded in the Next World with the rewards they all should
have received. # Abraham saved the world from destruction.

219 As enumerated in Genesis Chapter 5.

220 As enumerated in Genesis Chapter 11, verses 10-26.
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THREE

braham, our Patriarch, may im»ax amman 7ein: niades mwy 2

peace be upon him, was B2 PITIY L2902 TR aihwn Ry
tested ten times and withstood each ;295w 17hY 103K 273K P inan
one, in order to inform us how

beloved
Patriarch,
him?2L,

was Abraham, our

may peace be upon

Abraham was tested ten times, and passed each one of them. God
did this to prove how much he loved Abraham, for then God
could reward Abraham ten times.

The ten tests were (the Rambam lists those marked with an *):

1.

A o

o2 *

0.

The furnace he was tossed into in Ur Casdim by
Nimrod.

Leaving his homeland and family*.

The famine*.

Marrying Pharaoh’s daughter Hagar.

The war of the kings*.

He was shown prophetically that his descendents
would be slaves.

His circumcision®.

Avimelech’s abduction of Sarah*.

Evicting Hagar* and Ishmael*.

The binding of Isaac*.

Another version substitutes Pharaoh’s abducting Sarah*, and lists

divorcing Hagar and evicting Ishmael as two separate tests, and
does not count the furnace (1.) and the prophecy of slavery (6.).

The Gra has the following list:

21 By God.
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When Abraham, our forefather, was born, all the
mighty ones in the kingship wished to kill him. So
they buried him in the ground for thirteen years, and
he did not see sunlight or moonlight that entire time.
He was captive for ten years and then thrown into the
furnace, as it says, “As you were taken from Ur
Casdin?’, meaning the furnace of Casdim.

Leaving his home and homeland.

The famine.

The taking of Sarah.

The war of the kings.

When God told Abram in a vision not to fear for He is
his shield.

His circumcision.

When he evicted Hagar and Ishmael.

The binding of Isaac.
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FOUR

T en miracles in Egypt and ten niaRh? Wy 2% ey 7
on the sea were performed on  nisn 9wy .2% Sy 7wy 2R
behalf of our forefathers. The H0|y =Rk 1Py ‘7;_: R TIN2 w“’EU N2
One, blessed be He, brought ten m;ﬁsp; ,-mfgm 27 ’7;_7 ﬁwyj 23N
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ten on the sea. With ten trials did 771 ONR 1029 (7 2aTea) AR 2T
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He, in the wilderness, as it says

(Numbers 14), ""And they tested me ten

times, and they did not listen to My

voice."

Thete were ten miracles in Egypt and ten on the sea. @ The ten
miracles on the sea were:

=

The sea split.

The waters formed a protective tent for the people.

3. The sea-floor dried and hardened so that the people
could pass without sinking in mud.

4. When the pursuing Egyptians came, the sea-floor

reverted to a slippery mire.

The sea-floor became like small, decorative tiles.

The sea-walls became hard like stone.

There were twelve separate gaps, one for each tribe.

The sea-walls were transparent and jewel-like; the

light of the Pillar of Fire was visible to all.

The waters were sweet and drinkable.

10. The waters they did not drink froze in place.

N

I Wm

e

God brought ten plagues on the Egyptians in Egypt and ten
plagues on the sea. # The ten miracles in Egypt were that we

105



PIRKEI AVOS — SYNTHESIZED 5:4

were saved from the ten plagues. # The ten plagues in Egypt

were:

e e AR ol o

p—
<

Blood.
Frogs.
Lice.
Beasts.
Disease.
Boils.
Hail.
Locusts.
Darkness.

The death of the first-born.

The ten plagues on the sea were:

1.

i A S

e

10.

The horses and their riders were thrown into the
waters.

Pharaoh’s chariots and the host were cast in the sea.
The choicest Egyptians drowned.

The flood-waters covered them.

They sunk into the depths like a stone.

God’s Right Hand shattered them.

Those who rose up against God were thrown down.
God sent forth His glowing wrath and consumed
them like straw.

The sea enveloped them.

They sank like lead in mighty waters.

The ten times our forefathers tested God because of their lack of
trust in Him in the desert where, given its natural desolation, they

assumed that God had abandoned them. In accordance with the
Rambam, these were at:

1.

2.

The Red Sea regarding their leaving a comfortable
life in Egypt for the desert (Ex. 14:11).

Marah in the wilderness where the waters were bitter
and undrinkable (Ex. 15:24).

The Sin Desert, also about leaving Egypt for the
desert (Ex. 16:2).

(Ex. 16:20) and

106



PIRKEI AVOS — SYNTHESIZED 5:4

(16:27) regarding the Manna.

Refidim regarding a lack of drinking water (Ex. 17:2).
Chorev (with the Golden Calf).

Taberah (Numbers 11:1) and

Kivros HaTaava (11:4) complaining about the good
food they miss from Egypt.

10. The Paran Desert upon hearing the report of the
spies (Numbers 14:2).

LRI T,

Unlike other codes of religious law, the Jewish “religion” and Jewish
Law did not originate within the people but were handed to it from
without — from God.
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FIVE

en miracles were performed

for our forefathers in the
Temple. No woman ever
miscarried because of the aroma of
the sacrificial meat; no holy
sacrificial meat ever had a foul
smell; no fly was ever seen in the
Temple butchery; the High Priest
never experienced a nocturnal
emission on Yom Kippur; rains
never extinguished the burning
pyre on top of the Altar; no wind
ever overpowered the smoke
column rising from the Altar; no
disqualification was ever found in
the Omer??? or with the Two
Loaves?? or with the
Shewbread?**; people would stand
closely bunched up, yet still had
plenty of room to bow down; no
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snake or scorpion ever injured anyone in Jerusalem; and no one ever
said to his fellow, ""This place is too crowded for me to stay overnight

In Jerusalem"".

Our forefathers were blessed with ten miracles in the Temple:

222 Offered on the 16™ of Nissan.
223 Offered on Shavuos.
24 Arranged each Shabbos.
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1. No woman ever miscarried due to the smell of the
sacrificial meat.

2. The sacrificial meat never putrefied. This may refer

to certain portions of the sacrifices waiting on the top

of the Altar for two or three days to be burned due to

a large backlog.

No fly was ever seen in the butcher’s quarters.

In the first Temple, no Kohen Godol on Yom Kippur

was ever disqualified due to seminal impurity.

5. No rain ever quenched the flames of the pyre on the
Altar.

6. No wind ever distorted the straight column of the
rising smoke above the Altar.

7. No disqualification was ever found in the Omer
offering or with the two loaves or with the showbread.

8. Although the people were crowded in the Temple
courtyard, they always had enough room to prostrate
themselves.

9. No one in Jerusalem was ever injured by a snake or
scorpion bite.

10. No one ever complained that he did not have lodging
in Jerusalem.

&

These miraculous occurrences bore testimony to the constant presence
of God both in the Holy City and in the Sanctuary, safeguarding the

sacred rites performed in these holy places.
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SIX

T en things were created before
Shabbos?® at twilight. The
opening of the Earth, the opening
of the well, the mouth of the
donkey, the rainbow, the Manna,
the staff, the Shamir worm,
writing, script?®, and the Tablets
of the Law. Some say, also
injurious things??’, Moses' grave,
Abraham, our forefather's, ram,
and some say even the tongs??®
which made the tongs.
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Ten things were created on the evening of the Sabbath of

Creation at twilight:

1. The abyss which would swallow up Korah and his
band. # Mutiny against Moses or denial of his mission

was a criminal act.

2.  Miriam’s traveling-well which provided water for
Israel in the wilderness. #® Their every drink of water
was a testimony to the presence of Divine Providence.

3. The ability of Balaam’s donkey to speak. ® In order
to humble that man of brilliant speech who, led by base
passion and impudent conceit, sought to misuse his
human speech to curse a whole nation.

225 The first Shabbos of Creation. The facility to bring forth these supernatural things in the future

was implanted at that time.

226 The engraved letters on the Tablets. Some say this means the etching pen.

227 Shades and spirits.

228 \\/hich, therefore, had to have been made in Heaven.
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4. The rainbow which was a sign from God after the
Flood that He would never again destroy the entire
world by water. # This is an eternal symbol of God’s
patience with human error.

5. The Manna. ® The Manna bore testimony to the care
with which God remembers every living thing, and which
was to teach men to trust and cheerfully obey Him.

6. Moses’ staff with which he performed his miracles.
# As a visible sign of God’s intervention in His own
world order to train man and to chastise him for his
disobedience and his pusillanimity.

7. The stone-eating Shamir worm which hewed the
jewels of the Ephod and Choshen and the stones for
Solomon’s Temple.

8. The form of the lettering on the Tablets of the Law.
# The miraculous writing and tablets were testaments
that they were the works of God.

9. The ability to read the writing on the Tablets from

any of its four sides.
10. The Tablets themselves.

Some say that the injurious spirits, Moses’ grave, and Abraham’s
ram were also created then. # Some would like to say that the
first pair of tongs was also created then. Since tongs can only be
fashioned by forging, there needed to be a primordial pair to hold
the red-hot metal in the fire. How else can that tool have been
formed? @ But, an opinion in the Talmud (Pesachim 54a) says
the tongs could have been fashioned in a mold. # The six days of
Creation embrace the visible world while the seventh day, the Sabbath,
is a memorial to the unseen Creator and serves to train Man to
recognize his unseen Lord and of his moral destiny. These items form a
transition between the physical world and the Sabbath. # ‘The
location of Moses’ grave is hidden to us so as to prevent, with all
ceaseless pilgrims who would have come, the rise of a cult of quasi-
idolatry which would have been most detrimental itself to our spiritual
welfare. ® The ram is a symbol of Man’s selfless sacrifice to God.



PIRKEI AVOS — SYNTHESIZED  5:7

SEVEN

S even things are characteristic .opma myawy abse ™27 oyaw
of the dumbbell, and seven of %373 xymw » %192 23772 SN 227
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speaking; he does not rush to 12933 17D RN
respond??®; he asks to the point?*

and answers to the point; he speaks

to the first matter first and the

latter matter last; of that which he

did not learn he says, "'l have not

learned that''; and he acknowledges the truth. The opposite of all of
these are the traits of a stupid person.

Seven characteristics are found in a boor, and seven are found in a
wise man.

The wise man:

1. Never speaks before someone who is wiser and more
experienced than he.

2. Never interrupts.

3. Always answers deliberately and logically, and
indicates when his answers are those he learned from
his teacher and when his answers are his own.

4. Always asks to the subject and responds to the issue.

229 He contemplates the question before responding.
20 About the matter at hand.
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5. Always answers questions in the order asked or he
addresses the more important issues first.

6. Is never embarrassed to acknowledge his ignorance
of some matter.

7. Always acknowledges the truth, that is, he admits
when he was wrong and does not remain stubbornly
loyal to his position. # He is ready and willing to
concede that he made an error and was wrong.

Now the boor has the opposite attributes [per RBJ:

=

He has to speak first.

He constantly interrupts others when they are
speaking.

He responds without thinking.

His answers have nothing to do with the questions.
His responses are mixed up.

He never admits that he does not know.

He never admits that he was wrong.

N

NSk W
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EIGHT

S even types of punishments
came upon the world due to
seven sorts of sins. If some people
tithe and others do not, there will
be a drought - some will be hungry,
and some will be satiated. If
everyone stops tithing, there will be
the hunger of disturbances®!, and
a drought. If everyone stops taking
Challah, hunger of annihilation?*?
will come. Pestilence comes to the
world for those death sentences
mentioned in the Torah which are
not within the purview of the
courts®3, and due to violations
regarding produce of the
Sabbatical year?*. Sword comes to
the world because of painful court
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decisions?® (delays in justice), court injustices®® (perversion of justice),
and because Torah was taught incorrectly and not in accordance with

Halacha.

There are seven kinds of punishments which come to this world

corresponding to seven types of sins:

231 \Wars.

232 People will be so hungry that they will resort to mass killings of other people.

233 The courts were unable to judge the violators.

234 People did not make their fields ownerless in the Sabbatical year.

25 The courts knew the Law, but did not rule.
26 The courts permitted the forbidden, etc.
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If some people tithe and some do not, famine will
come; some will have food and some will starve.

If no one tithes, war will come and everyone will
starve or they will eat but not be satiated.

If no one takes Challah, a drought will come, and
people will starve.

If society is filled with people deserving the death
penalty, but the courts do not convict or the Laws of
the Sabbatical Year are not observed, pestilence will
come.

If the courts take bribes, or delay or pervert justice, or
teachers teach Torah incorrectly by permitting what
is forbidden and forbidding what is permitted, war
will come. ® If the Jewish State carries out its Divine
mission, it will have Divine support against all enemy
powers and no nation will dare attack it. But if the Jewish
State should cast off its task and destiny or put it to
wrongful use, it will thereby become a nation at the mercy
of fate just like all the other states of the world, and God
will withdraw His protection from it. Once Divine
protection is denied the Jewish State, hostile powers will
not hesitate to wield the sword against it.

If people are swearing falsely (perjury) or if there is
desecration of the Name of Heaven, such as by
intentionally sinning in public, and others learn from
this, dangerous beasts will come. # By indifference
to the sacred nature of a vow, a person will deny his
allegiance to God or actually contravene it. The beast will
no longer view this man as its superior.

If there is idolatry or immorality or murder or people
are working their fields during the Sabbatical year,
exile will come. # The Land has been turned over to
us by the Ruler and Owner with the explicit stipulation
that we acknowledge His sovereignty and carry out His
Will as laid down in His Law.
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NINE

ild animals®®’ come to the
W world because of vain

oaths (perjury), and
profanation of the Name?®. Exile
comes to the world because of
idolatry, immorality, bloodshed
and failure to maintain the land
fallow?®. Pestilence is more severe
during four periods: during the
fourth year, the seventh year, at
the conclusion of the seventh year,
and after the Chag?® every year.
During the fourth year, because of
failure to observe the laws of tithing
for the poor during the third year.
During the seventh year, due to
failure to observe the laws of tithing
for the poor during the sixth year.
After the seventh year, because of
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failure to observe the laws of fruits during the Sabbatical year, and
after the Chag each year, because of theft of the gifts?** designated for

the poor.

27 [Wild animals and Exile are a continuation of the theme of the previous Mishna, and are printed

there in other editions — RB].

28 This is particularly vile.

29 Plowing and sowing during the seventh year.
240 Succos.

21 Mo vo AR anow vpPh - gleanings, forgotten sheaves and corners, one or two grapes or

clusters of smallish grapes.
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Pestilence occurs during four periods: During the fourth and
seventh years of the Sabbatical cycle, at the end of the Sabbatical
cycle, and after every Succos. ® During the fourth and seventh
years, because people did not give the Tithe for the Poor in the
third and sixth years. # After the seventh year, because people
did not make ownetless their fruits for the poor. ® After Succos
of each year, because people were not careful in distributing to
the poor their due. This is thievery.
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TEN

F our characteristics are found
amongst men: There are
those who say, What is mine is
mine, and what is yours is yours.
Such a person has an average
character?®, but some say this is
the character of Sodom?*. There
are those who say, What is mine is
yours, but what is yours is mine.

w LNiee A T Thuh
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This person is uncultured?*. There are those who say, What is mine
Is yours, and what is yours is yours. Such a person is pious. And there
those who say, What is mine is mine, and what is yours is mine. Such

a person is wicked.

Four attributes are found in Man:

1. 'The one who says what is mine is mine, and what is
yours is yours. This is an ordinary attribute because
although he does not prevent his fellow from
enjoying that fellow’s own property or deny him his
pleasures, neither does he invite his friend to come
and benefit from what he himself has. Moreover, he
arrogantly says that he does not want to have any part
of his fellow’s graciousness or beneficence. Some
suggest that this is an evil attribute because maybe
his friend needs him and use of his resources.

222 He is neither righteous nor evil.
23 \Who were exceedingly miserly and misanthropic.
244 He takes no note of what belongs to whom.
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The one who says what is mine is yours and what is
yours is mine. This is an ignoble attribute. It
indicates a boorish person who does not understand
and respect the concept of private property and
privacy.

The one who says what is mine is yours and what is
yours is yours is virtuous. This man is supremely
altruistic. #® Justice is the foundation of society, and
mercy is its finishing touch.

The one who says what is yours is mine and what is
mine is mine is wicked. Such a person is selfish and
egocentric.
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ELEVEN

our types of temperments are ips% mi1 .nivTa NiTh YaaR N
found amongst men®®. Easy nmup i7opgs 95w NYY NI miN
to anger, but easy to appease — 7057 RXY LNixnh  wp oiwsb
such a person’s loss is greater than  7spp nixa» 91y 0IVDY MWy owa
his gain®®; hard to anger and a 1YW NIXTY YRy 0w mi
hard to appease — his reward is
greater than his loss; hard to
anger, but easy to appease — he is
virtuous; and, easy to anger, but
difficult to appease — he is evil.

Four innate dispositions are found amongst men.

1. The one who is quick to anger about everything, but
is equally quick to calm down. Since he gets angry all
the time, his loss is greater than his gain because as
quickly as he became calm, he will soon again anger.
Some say the opposite.

2. The one who rarely angers, but if he does he has a
hard time in being pacified. His reward is greater
than his loss because, in the end, he does control his
anger. Some say the opposite.

3. The one who rarely angers, but if he does he
immediately returns to a tranquil, peace of mind. He
has our highest admiration.

4. The one who angers quickly and has a hard-time
calming down and purging his fury. He is depraved.

25 [There is basic disagreement regarding how to read these first two sayings resulting in very
different understandings of the intended meaning of this Mishna. See, for instance, Rabbi Samson
Raphael Hirsch's commentary on this Mishna. —-RB].

246 His gain of being quick to be pacified is lost because of his quickness to anger.
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TWELVE

our types of temperments are

found among students. Quick
to perceive’®’, and quick to
forget®*® — his loss is greater than
his gain; slow to perceive, but slow
to forget — his reward is greater
than his loss; quick to perceive and
slow to forget — he is wise; and,
slow to perceive, and quick to
forget — he has a bad portion?*.

Four natures are found in students:

TR .2TRYNR niTR paaR 2D
PR RYY LTAIRG WY pingh
STIRY TWRY yinwy mwp 70973
TR Pingy 9an 190Ws 70T R
,TIRYG Y pInwh R .20 ,7aRY

alrrihi;

1. The one who is quick to learn, but quickly forgets.
He loses more than he gains.
2. The one who is slow to learn, but slow to forget. His

gain exceeds his loss.

3. The one who is quick to learn and slow to forget. He
is blessed with a wonderful gift.
4. The one who is slow to learn and forgets quickly. He

has a misfortune.

247 He |earns fast.
28 His learning.
249 |n life.
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THIRTEEN

F our sorts of attitudes exist myging .mp7R "I0ia2 niTh vaR MO
regarding those who give bw; 7Y %Y L2 und N’ﬂ 1N
charity. The one who is willing to 109,300 KD RV 2008 NN 20N
give, but begrudges others giving —  x% .79em 278 197 07 .S9ws 7v1
he has a stingy eye regarding W ,2%N 1N g’” n°
others; others should give, but not

him — he is stingy for himself; he is

willing to give and others should

give, as well — he is virtuous; and, the one who is stingy to give and he
does not want others to give, either — he is just plain wicked.

There are four types of people regarding the giving of charity:

1. The one who gives, but discourages others to give.
He is not good since he does not want others to be
rewarded for being charitable.

2. The one who wants and encourages others to give,
but he himself does not give. He is stingy.

3. The one who encourages others to give and he
himself gives. He is righteous.

4. The one who dissuades or prevents others from
giving, and he does not give. He is malevolent.

It is primarily that wealth which is spent on good works that truly

becomes the permanent possession of the giver, benefiting him by
advancing his eternal salvation.
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FOURTEEN

here are four sorts of people

regarding going to the Study
Hall®°. There is the one who goes
to learn, but does not put
anything®! into practice — he, at
least, gets a reward for making the
effort to go there; he who observes,

TR ns;’? s;‘?ﬁn; niTHe veaR T
793 79097 0w LRIy IRY TR
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N9 Toin Nb LTem A Tin

DR RN

but does not go®? — he is rewarded for his observance; he who goes
and learns, and he observes — he is virtuous; and, he who neither goes

to learn nor observes — he is impious.

There are four types who go to the Beis Medrash to study Torah.

1.

The one who goes regularly and attends Torah
lectures, but is unable to learn or did not understand
the lesson. This may be the one who goes but does
not put his learning into practice. He receives reward
for attending the lectures.

The one who learns at home, on his own. This may
be the one who practices, but makes no effort to learn
from rabbis. Such a person lacks one vital element in
his comprehensive Torah-learning - the personally-
transmitted Tradition which can be obtained only by
direct interaction with a teacher. He gets reward for
his practice only.

The one who goes to the Beis Medrash and puts his
learning into practice. He is righteous.

25 To |earn.

51 He learned. Some say that this refers to one who went to the Beis Medresh, but did not learn

because he did not understand anything.
252 Ejther he practices, but does not learn or he learns at home.
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4. The one who does not go to learn and does not
improve his behavior. He is bad.

The Beis Medresh was chiefly where the Oral Teaching was
communicated.
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FIFTEEN

hose who sit before the wise .22 %% avawivg nith yaax W
men can be divided into four s .31 ,nnwn ,pwmy LMD
categorie3253: the sponge, the OUIRY ,TPWn Yo7 NN D0 NI
funnel, the strainer®™, and the ny meowing nypwn i xoging i
colander. The sponge absorbs | =p3y .zmws nx nyeim 70
everything®®. The funnel lets the 907 NN NYIPY AR NN NNy
liquid pour through from one vessel | -
into another?®. The strainer allows
the wine to pour out and collects
the dregs, and the colander
removes the flour-dust®’ and retains the clean flour?.

Four types of people sit before the wise men. They are compared
to different vessels.

1. 'The sponge. This is one who absorbs everything, but
may not be able to differentiate fact from fiction.

2. The funnel. This is one through whom the lesson just
passes through. He understands little, and then only
after repetitive lessons.

253 Regarding their ability to differentiate between the essential and correct parts from the non-
essential and incorrect portions of a matter.

24 Filtering the dregs which remain in it from the wine which flows forth. [An alternative
definition is ‘the cask’ — RB].

255 The correct and the incorrect.

256 Such a person does not take care to preserve for himself the correct and the essential.

257 Fine dust-like flour.

258 The essential.
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The strainer or the cask drained of its wine but which
still retains the dregs. He loses the essential parts of
the lesson by letting them pass through, but holds
onto the unessential portions.

The colander. He captures the essential concepts,
and lets pass the unimportant portions.
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SIXTEEN

A ny love which is dependent
upon some external matter?®

is liable to disappate once the
external matter is no longer extant.
However, love which is not
dependent upon some external
matter is permanent. What sort of
love is dependent upon an external
matter? That would be like the
love between Amnon and Tamar?®°,

Y3 ,9373 AN NI 7208 93 TU
mPn APNWY I8 TuR 37
RO PN .29 TPuR PR 3T
TR NN T ,0373 AN°NT TON
NIR 91,0273 TR ArNYY D

1303970 TT

The type of love which is not dependent upon an external matter is
like that that there was between David and Jonathan.

Any love which is dependent upon physical attraction or some
external matter will vanish if that which it is dependent upon
vanishes, such as that between Amnon and Tamar. He loved her
simply for her beauty or because he lusted for her. Tanna D’vei
Eliyohu says this was like the love between Balaam and Balak. #
Any love which is not dependent upon something transitory will
never vanish, such as that between David and Jonathan. Their
bond and mutual admiration was based on their equal desire and
commitment to fulfill God’s Will. Tanna D’vei Eliyohu says this
was like the love of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

25 From which he wishes to derive pleasure.

260 Once his lust was satisfied, his attitude changed to hatred.
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SEVENTEEN

A ny disagreement which is for  amw aw® N npidnn %
the Sake of Heaven shall, in ,2%Y awh ARYY .avpnTe anie
the end, endure®, whereas any neiomm xo7 S8 .2o%pnT 790 T8
controversy not for the Sake of b= npioma it ,avme awh oY
Heaven shall, in the end, not 4 aww aowy #exw oxeeh
endure. What is an example of a :3n7Y 991 1R npivma
dispute for the Sake of Heaven?

The one between Hillel and

Shammai. And what is one not for

the Sake of Heaven? That of

Korach and his compatriots.

Any disagreement which is for the sake of Heaven will have
enduring results, such as the disagreements between Hillel and
Shammai. # Any disagreement which is not for the sake of
Heaven will not last, such as that stirred up by Korah and his
followers. # Hillel and Shammai and their students had mutual
respect. They all were in the pursuit of the truth. This why we still
learn of their disputations. ® On the other hand, Korah and his
gang were envious of Moses and argumentative in order to cause
dissent. They were rebellious, conceited, power-hungry and
pursued honor. They have long since disappeared.

261 The disputants search for the truth enhancing the honor of Heaven.
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EIGHTEEN

N o0 sin shall be on the hands of
those?®? who do things for the
benefit of the public®®, whereas
anyone who leads the public to sin
shall never be given®* the
opportunity to successfully repent.
Moses?®® had merit and caused the
masses to merit, therefore, we
ascribe their merit to him?®%®, as it
says (Deut. 33), “He did the
righteousness of God, and righteous
ordinances remained with Israel.”
Jereboam (son of Nevat) sinned
and caused others to sin, so their
sins are attributed to him, as it says
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(I Kings 15), “Regarding the sins of Jereboam who sinned and caused

Israel to sin”.

Anyone who acts for the benefit of the public will not come to sin.

This is so that it should not resultt that his “students” are in

Heaven while he, the teacher, is in Gehinnom. # Anyone who

causes the public to sin will not even be given the opportunity to

repent. # Moses acted on behalf of the public by teaching them

Torah and leading the multitudes to righteousness, while

262 They will not sin and they will not cause others to sin.

263 And lead them in the proper way.
264 By Heaven.

265 He taught the nation to perform matters of righteousness and justice.

266 His name is specifically mentioned.
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Jeroboam ben Nevat sinned and caused others to sin. The sins of
the public are attributed to him. # The entire dynasty of Jeroboam

perished by reason of the criminal seduction perpetrated by its ancestor.
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NINETEEN

nyone who exhibits any of
Athese three traits is a pupil of

Abraham, our forefather.
But, if he has three other traits, it
marks him as a one of the discipiles
of the wicked Balaam. A good
eye?®’ a lowly spirit?®® and subdued
soul®® mark him as a student of
Abraham, our forefather. An evil
eye, a haughty spirit?® and an
exaggerated soul’’ make him a
student of the wicked Balaam.
What is the difference between the

students of Abraham, our
forefather, and those of the wicked
Balaam? The students of

Abraham, our forefather, eat in
this world, and inherit the World
to Come, as it says, (Proverbs 8), “I
have what to bequeath those who
love me, and their treasuries | shall
fill.” But the

267 He is not jealous of the good others have.
268 Humility.

269 Modesty and satisfied with little.

2710 Conceited.

211 Pursues pleasures.
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disciples of the wicked Balaam shall 172 ITUIN OINY
inherit Gehinnom, and shall descend

a bottomless pit, as it says (pPsalms 55). “You, God, shall lower them into a
bottomless pit, those murderous people, and their lives shall be cut in
half — but I shall trust in You.”

The one who looks positively on things due to his love of God and
people, has a humble spirit and does not pursue his desires but is
satisfied with little, is counted as a disciple of Abraham. @
However, the one who casts an evil eye on others and views
everyone as his competitor and enemy, acts haughtily, and is
relentlessly pursuing his every desite or is a misanthrope, is a
student of Balaam the wicked.
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TWENTY

Y ehuda ben Tema said, “Be as
robust?”> as a leopard, as
fleet as an eagle, run like a deer,
and be as strong as a lion when
doing the will of your Father in
Heaven.” He was wont to say, the
arrogant?’® go to Gehinnom, and
the humble?”* to the Garden of
Eden. May?” it be Your will, Lord,
our God, that Your city be rebuilt
very soon, in our days, and that we

shall receive a portion in Your Torah.
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Be as strong as a leapord - and not fear asking your teacher about

something you do not understand nor be self-conscious about

observing the Torah and strong enough to resist attempts to lure you

away from good and to induce you to do evil; and light as an eagle —

racing to do God’s Will, and untiringly reviewing your learning

over and over again, soaring up to God; run like a deer - in pursuit

of performing the Commandments and away from sinning,

knowing neither procrastination nor hesitation; and be as courageous

as a lion and conquer your Inclination; mighty, to overcome all
obstacles from within and without - all to do the Will of our Father

in Heaven.

212 Courageous.
213 Impudent.
214 \WWho blushes easily.

25 Here ends the tractate. From here, are additions to the Mishnayos.
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Conceited people, those who publicly defy God’s Commands, will
go to Gehinnom, while the bashful, who are compassionate and
do acts of loving-kindness, will go to Heaven. # Timidity leads to
prudence, guarding a2 man from errors. ® May it be Your will, God
of our fathers and forefathers, to quickly build the Temple in our
days and for You to give us a pottion in Your Torah. # The
Torah is the antidote for the Evil Inclination.
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TWENTY-ONE

e?’® was wont to say, “Five 2o wnm 12,98 100 X7 N2
H years of age*’’ for Scripture, whw 13 ,mnd Wy 3 ,NIPRY
ten years old for Mishna,  7mynb sy wan 13 ,nigns Ty
thirteen”” for the oy 12 ,mem My miny 12
Commandments®”®,  fifteen  for awwaax 33 ,msh zowdw 12 ,miT
Talmud, eighteen for the marriage asww 33 ,73y% ownn 3,700
canopy, twenty for pursuing®, asyimw 33 ,m720wS Dowaw 33 M
thirty for strength281, forty for TN 32 MR 2wwn j2 A
understanding, fifty for counsel, 1299V T2 SW2Y 72 N 1ORD
sixty for sagaciosity, seventy for
hoariness, eighty for
courageousness, ninety for bending
over %2 and a hundred - well
that’s like he’s dead, and useless,
and has passed from this world.

The ideal ages to begin Torah education are as follows: At three
or four a child should learn to read. At five, we begin to teach him
Scriptures. #® At ten, Mishna. At thirteen, the Commandments.
® At fifteen, Talmud. ¥ The Gemara is that work which
“completes” the Torah. # When he turns eighteen, he should go
find himself a wife. ® At twenty, he must begin pursuing a
career or profession in order to support his wife and children. At

276 [Shmuel Hakoton- RB].
217 T0o begin to learn.
278 \When he brings two hairs, and is called a man.
219 To be obligated to perform the Mitzvohs in the Torah.
280 To go earn a living for his wife and children. Some say to pursue the enemy, i.e. join the army.
281 He is at peak physical strength and can do hard work.
282 He can no longer do physical work.
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this age, he becomes personally liable for his sins. He is also old
enough to go out to war. @® At thirty, a man is at his peak
strength. @ At forty, he begins to understand. @ At fifty, he has
enough life-experience that he can now give intelligent counsel
and advise. ® At sixty, he begins old age. ® At seventy, he has
basically completed his life’s work and achievements. @ At
eighty, he attains courageousness. His advice is sage. # At
ninety, he is bent over and his physical capabilities are
diminished. He can now recount his life’s history. # At one
hundred, he has concluded his active life. He will no longer
contribute to society. Every day he lives is a gift from God.
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TWENTY-TWO

B en Bag Bag said, “Turn it?®® 73 9971 72 797,998 32 32 33 22
over and over, for everything ,ma m%21 2% ,00 72) .72 K907
is contained within it, and you can majw ;7 1% PRY YN0 KD "0
view all matters through it. Become LI
old and worn with it, for you have

no better pursuit than her.”

Everything is in the Torah. Learn it repeatedly. And then, learn it
again. You will learn from it even as an old man. Do not abandon
it. ® Do not bother studying other philosophies, ideologies and
theologies and so forth, as they are all a waste of your time. ®
No wisdom in the world is superior to that of the Torah. # The
Torah is the one inexhaustible source of all the knowledge of what is
good and true and worthwhile.

283 The Torah.
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TWENTY-THREE

B en Hei Hei said, “The reward X293 210% %8 X7 X7 33 A2
IS commensurate with the

(NTAN
effort.”

The more effort you exert in your learning and the more you
sweat, the grander the reward. # The measure of his earnest

striving and devotion determine the true worth of both a man and his
life.
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6:1

CHAPTER 6 - BRAISA

:BDIPRI BRI TINB ,RT Tieha Bonen wy

284The Sages taught this in the language of the Mishna. Blessed be He who
chose them and their teachings.

ONE

R ebbe Meir said, ‘“Anyone
who engages in Torah for
Heaven’s sake, merits many things.
Not only that, but the entire world
is only worthwhile because of
him?%, He is called a companion?®,
beloved, lover of God, lover of
mankind, makes God glad, makes
mankind joyous, it dresses him in
humility and awe®®’, it prepares
him to be a righteous person, pious,
honest, and trustworthy. It
distances him from sinning?®, and
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284 This chapter is an addendum to Mishna Avos and it is nearly completely like that found in
Eliyahu Zuta, Chapter 17 and in Tractate Kalla Rabassi, Chapter 8.

285 \Worthy of existing because of him.

286 Albeck reads this, A beloved friend. One who engages in Torah for the sake of Heaven is called

a beloved friend.
287 Of God.

288 By his performing the Mitzvohs and good deeds.
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brings him close to merit. Others
benefit from his counsel, and sound
wisdom, with understanding and
courage, as it says, (Proverbs 8), “I
have counsel and sound wisdom, |
am understanding, and | have
might”. It gives him majesty and
rule, the ability to analyze the Law,
and the secrets of the Torah are
revealed to him. He becomes like
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an over-flowing spring and never-ending river. He shall be modest

and perservering, forgiving of insults,

exalted above all creation.

Anyone who occupies himself with Torah for its own sake is

called by many positive appellations. # It is as if the whole

world was created just for him. ® He is called a friend of God’s,
beloved, lover of God, lover of Man, one who makes God happy,
and makes people happy. ® He is clothed in modesty and awe.
# He is righteous in his thoughts and deeds. ® He is honest,
trustworthy, distant from sinning, and meritorious. ® He is
wise, intelligent and his counsel is bold. # Such a person will be
rewarded with majesty and governance. # He will be able to
judge. ® The mysteries of the Torah will be revealed to him. #
He will become like an ever-flowing spring and a vigorous river.
# He will be humble, compassionate and forgiving. This will
make him great and exalted over all other people. ® Torah is to
be studied with a pure purpose. @ Still, the upright man is
preferred over the righteous one.
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TWO

ebbe Yehoshua ben Levi
R said, “Every single day a

Heavenly Voice goes out
from Mount Horeb declaring ‘Oy
to those who insult the Torah. For
all those who do not engage
themselves in Torah are called
‘reprimanded’, as it says (ibid. 11),
“A beautiful, but tasteless, woman
who is like a ring in the nose of a
pig”. And, (Exodus 32), “The Tablets
are a work of God, and the script
engraved (Charus) upon them is the
script of God.” Do not read Charus
(engraved) on the Tablets, but
Cheirus (freedom)?®® in order to
teach you that there is no one freer
than he who involves himself in
learning Torah. Anyone who
engages in learning Torah becomes
exalted, as it says, (Numbers 21), “And
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from Mattana to Nachaliel?® and from Nachaliel to Bomos.”

289 The freedom of Israel is dependent upon the Tablets.

29 |srael is called His Nachalah - inheritence.
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A Heavenly voice is heard every day saying, How ugly it is that a
Jew fails to learn Torah! What a waste! It is like a woman who
was given natural beauty, but lacks moral sense or grace. ® The
Torah frees Man from the temptations of physical lusts and desires.
# The man of Torah controls his inclinations and he is now free
to be virtuous without being enticed by his desites. ® The angry
man forgets his Torah.
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THREE

nyone who learns even one
A chapter or one Halacha or

one verse or one saying or
even one letter from his fellow,
must bestow upon him honor, since
we found that David, King of
Israel, learned but two things from
Achitophel®?, and yet called him
‘my master, my commander, my
confidant’, as it says, (Psalms 55),
“You are a man equal to me; you
are my commander, my confidant’.
This is a matter of inference. What
David, King of Israel, who learned
but two things from Achitophel
and still called him my master, my
commander, my confidant, how
much more so anyone®? who learns
even one chapter, one Halacha, one
verse, one saying or one letter must

7297 IN TN PRD Mann Teivg A
IR TR M2T IR TN PIOD IN NON
;7932 92 3717 TF LNMN NIROOBR
NoW 0N TR TITR DER W
7372 2727 P30 RON D2INMRR TRy
avbmn) TARIW LIDTIRY IDIPN 127 IR
SYTIRY DMK YD WIIR AR L0
Tom TIT 7Y L,ARim Dp 2127 N
W RN DpinmNn TRy NP SRR
U7 9D1PK 127 NP T3P 27197
AN 7997 N TN P72 2 TRiba
290K I TN 137 IN AN PIOD N
TR R2) D AN DY NON NN
;7790 RYN 7922 XY L7922 92 AT

2RI 7922 ,(>vwn MNIW

21 1) David wanted the Levites to transport the Ark via wagon (I Samuel 6:3-8), but Achitophel
said that they should carry the Ark on their shoulders as Moses had instructed (Numbers 7:9), and
2) Achitophel taught David that it was permitted to write the Name of God on earthenware in order
to silence the nether-waters (Succah 53b). Tractate Kallah Rabbassi says that he taught him two
different things: 1) that one should not learn Torah alone, but with a friend, and 2) one should go to

synagogue with enthusiasm and not contritely.
22 A commoner surely must call his teacher 'rabbi’.
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honor the one who taught him this. 987,29 737 29290 (72 ow) Y20
And there is no honor but for 2 np% > =R 770 KON 2V
Torah?®, as it says (Proverbs 3), “The 2331y DR SN0 2% SAn
wise?®* shall inherit honor” and

(ibid. 28), “The perfected ones shall

inherit good”. There is nothing truly good but Torah, as it says, “I
have given them a good portion, my Torah; do not abandon it.”

Once a person learns any matter of Torah from someone else,
even as simple as how to read one letter correctly, he must give
reverence to that person. He becomes his mentor and master.
This is all the more true if he learns a wise saying or a Scriptural
verse or a Torah Law or a chapter. @ Real honor is reserved for
Torah scholars. # The true good is Torah. # The Torah holds

our true human dignity and our true salvation.

2% No one is worthy of honor except for the Torah he has learned.
234 The wise in Torah.
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FOUR

S 0 is the way of Torah?®: You rmd»a n2 ,1in %W a7 X7 92 7
shall eat bread with salt, and y-x;7 byy nown 79w 291 YoNn
drink water in measured amounts. max 79iR2Y TOOR PR M WA
You shall sleep on the ground, and sy ovan) ,32 AWy AR BN ,5np
you shall suffer a life of hardship, 7 abivs Pws .99 25U TwN
and in Torah you shall toil. If you :N27 2YIYY 79 250
do so, (psalms 128), “Happy shall you

be, and good will it be for you.”

Happy in this world and good for

you in the World to Come.

In order to truly gain from Torah study, one must set aside
wortldly pleasures, such as good food and a comfortable bed, and
greatly exert himself in Torah-learning. # Content will such a
person be in this world, and good he will have in the World to
Come.

2%5 The way to acquire the knowledge of Torah.
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FIVE

D 0 not seek greatness for <7innn PRI ,TRIYY 797 WRaDOR T
yourself nor covet honor. mxnn SRy 7wy T7R9R NS 7920
More than your learning, is your %jvy mamdww 2w bW oambwd
doing®™. Do not envy the oy ,m3nen YT TN BITTER
noblemen’s tables, for your table is o b ahu noNtR bya N
greater than theirs and your crown :NYYD
is greater than their crowns. Your

Employer is trustworthy and shall

pay you appropriately for your

work.

Neither pursue governing over other people nor honor. ® Do
not allow yourself to become envious when others are honored while
you stand aside unnoticed. # Spend more time and effort in doing
than in actual learning. ® Do not desite the table of kings. For
your table in the Next World is greater than is their table in this
wotld. Your crown there is greater than their crown here. For
there you shall sit among the righteous and God shall reward you
for your good deeds.

2% Your deeds should exceed your learning.
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SIX

he Torah is greater than the

priesthood and kingship, for

kingship is acquired in thirty
ways?’, the priesthood in twenty-
four?®, but the Torah in forty-eight
ways, which are: studying,
attentiveness®®®, ordered speech®®,
understanding®®?, fear, awe3®
humility, joy, purity, serving the
wise3%, punctiliousness of
colleagues®®, incisive talk with
students®®, stability®®, knowledge
of Scripture and Mishna3”,
minimizing  involvement  with
commercial activity and secular
affairs®®®, minimizing pleasures in

27 Thirty grades.
2% Twenty-four Priestly gifts.
29 To one’s rabbi. This is the Oral Law.

%0 Organizing one’s learning and repeating it clearly.

01 | earning intelligently.

Y 73R % N iR ARty )
DWW NPy MY ,msnT
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WIYRR LA wIvRR Y vivn:

Pinw

%2 Of God. [Fear is dread of danger and punishment; awe is a matter of wonderment. —-RB]

303 And learning from their actions.

04 Alternatively, 21272 — to bond with friends for the purpose of learning and being exacting in

the words of Torah.

305 Engaging in sharp exchanges of give and take with students.
306 Of thought/opinion. Some say it is ;73w — sitting [i.e. diligence and persistence —RB].

%07 Reading Scriptures and learning Mishna.
308 General affairs of the world.
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sleep, in conversation, and in
levity, restraint, good-heartedness,
trust in the Sages®®®, acceptance of
affliction3°, knowing
place®!!, being content with one’s
portion, creating a fence around
one’s words®'?, not feeling that you
are due good3®, beloved®!, loves
God, loves mankind, loves
righteousness®®®, loves integrity3!°,
loves reproof, distances himself
from honor, does not belittle his
learning®'’ (alt. is not conceited
because of his learning - Hirsch),
takes no joy in ordering others
around, shares the burden of his
fellow men, prods his fellow
towards innocence®!8, draws him
to the truth, draws him to peace,
comes to terms with his learning

one’s

309 Believing their words.
310 Not complaining to God about your condition.

namgs LAl 2% 2R TN
Ny TERT PN noaed LRI
Sy A P PR PRTY
NR 2R ,2IPRT DR 27N LR
NR 2R L,NIPTIRT DR TR NP0
PINRY ,NINSIAT MR 27N 27T
JTmbnz iav owm NM 7iam
2y Y3 NWR I8N M N
DY 7onpRY ,nIoT f2% w0enY Linan
wemY ,BWE Yy ITREm KT
yRiw 20wy ORI iTmhna 9ab
TR T2y nin Y TRiP PRI
31 ny avomen Lniwyh nm by
937 RINT L Inmw R R
owa

311 One must know his value and place, and not force himself into a place where he does not fit or

is not qualified.
312 By using careful, unambiguous speech.

313 Because of the Torah you learned or your good deeds.

14 By people.
315 Loves doing acts of righteousness.
316 Honesty, straightforwardness.

317 Does not equate the value of his (Torah) learning with secular learning.

318 He encourages his friend to do the right things.
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T =T

studying — Hirsch), asks and =agmw 2% 983 X0an MR
responds, listens and adds®®, azws Tom> NER MWRM L(2 NLK)
learns in order to teach, learns in 27

order to do, make his master

wise®®,  orders his lessons®*

(retains accurately what has been

handed down to him by transmission — Hirsch), attributes what he
guotes to the one from whom he heard it. For anyone who identifies
his sources brings redemption to the world, as it says (Esther 2), “Esther
spoke to the king in the name of Mordechai®?2.”

Torah is greater than the priesthood and kingship. Kingship is
acquired in thirty ways, the priesthood in twenty-four, but the
Torah in forty-eight. ® These are the moral and spiritual virtues
which he who strives after the crown of the Torah must acquire and
employ through diligent labor upon his own personality before he can
attain the goal of Torah.

The thirty ways which kingship is acquired are by his:

Ruling over others.

Recruiting male soldiers.

Commanding the army.

Controlling military resources.

Setting military doctrine and being the chief military
strategist.

Commanding the high officers.

Commanding the low-rank officers.

8. Controlling the nation’s real-estate.

kb=

N

319 To his learning.
320 By asking intelligent questions.
321 |s precise in the Laws he heard and orders them one with another.
322 Redemption then came to Israel.
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10.
11.
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13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
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Controlling the nation’s harvest and GNP, i.e. the

economy.

Controlling the weapons industry.
Controlling the military vehicle industry.
Enlisting the females.

Making the gitls into pharmacists or perfumers.

Making them into cooks.

Making them into bakers.

Seizing private fields.

Seizing vineyards.

Seizing olives.

Giving them to his servants.

Taking private fields.

Taking vineyards, which he will tithe for his-
Courtesans, and

Servants.

Taking people’s male-servants.

Taking their maidservants.

Taking the best of their youth.

Taking their teachers; all of which he will-
Use for his own needs.

He will tithe the people’s flocks.

The populace will be his slaves.

Correspondingly, the king has thirty privileges:

el A ol )

N

11.

The king does not judge, and

We do not judge him.

He does not give testimony, and

We cannot give testimony about him.

He does not do Chalitza, and

His wife does not have Chalitza done with her.
He does not perform Levirite marriage, and

His wife does not have Levirite marriage done with

her.
No one can marry his widow.

He does not exit his palace for the funeral of a

relative.

The people sit on the ground when consoling him,

and he sits on an ottoman.

150

6



12.
13.

14.
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18.

19.
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25.
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30.
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He sends soldiers out to a discretionary war.

He can confiscate land for his own needs such as
building roads, which

He can build as wide as he likes.

He receives all the booty from the people, and

He takes his portion first.

He may have (up to) eighteen wives, and

He may accumulate (only) as much money as he
needs for supplies and provisions.

He may accumulate as many horses as he needs for
his chariots.

A Sefer Torah is written for him, which

He carries with him to war, and

When he comes back from war or

When he is sitting in judgment or

When he is eating.

No one may ride his horse.

No one may sit on his chair.

No one may use his sceptet.

No one may see him when he is naked.

No one may see him while he is having his hair cut.
No one may see him while he is in the bathhouse.

The Kohanim acquire their priesthood by receiving twenty-four

gifts: ten in the Sanctuary and fourteen outside the Sanctuary.

The ten in the Sanctuary comprise:

WA RS

p—
S

The animal sin-offering.
The bird sin-offering.
Certain guilt-offerings.
Doubtful guilt-offerings.
Public peace-offerings.
The leper’s oil.
Remnants of the Omer.
The two loaves.

The showbread.

. Remnants of the meal-offering.
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The second group outside the Sanctuary comprises four in

Jerusalem which are:

1

2.
3.
4.

The first-born and first-fruits.
Portions of the Thanksgiving-offering.
Portions of the Nazirite’s offering.
Consecrated hides.

This second group also comprises ten outside of Jerusalem which

are:

g e A ol ol

j—
S

The priest’s due.

The priest’s due from the Levite.

The Challah.

The first shearing.

The foreleg, jaw and stomach.

The first-born son.

The first-born donkey.

The homestead field.

The “Sdei Cherem” or “Sdei Achuza” (see Erchin
Chapters 7 and 8).

Returned property stolen from a now-deceased
convert who has no heirs.

The Gra has a slightly different list. He says that corresponding to
these the Kohen Godol has twenty-four privileges (see Biurei

HaGra).

The Torah is acquired in forty-eight ways:

1.

By paying close attention and listening carefully to
one’s rabbi, and by learning from everyone. # Even
though the Oral Tradition has been put down in writing, it
still cannot be passed on properly without also being
taught by the written word.

By repeating many times the lesson to himself
vetbally, until he grasps the learning. # Proper
accurate and logical enunciation and verbalization serves
not only as a test of the thought, but also as a means for
impressing and retaining in the mind the subject matter.
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10.

11.

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
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By deep contemplation.

By developing awe of Heaven and of his rabbi.

By having fear of Heaven. # The student must
become aware of the sacred nature and Divine source of
the subject. He must not come to violate the dignity of the
sacred subject and its bearers.

By being humble. # Modesty is the loftiest of virtues
which faithfully guards and protects against any misstep or
error on the path to wisdom and practical observance.

By being joyous, and having purity of heart and
intention. #® There is no greater means for spiritual
progress and elevation than that serenity and joy of the
spirit which will cause a man to rejoice in life with all its
tasks and burdens.

By serving Torah scholars, which is greater than
studying with them.

By adhering to those committed to Torah. @
Isolation is incompatible with Jewish knowledge. It is only
by association with living sages, close communion with
associates and teaching disciples, that knowledge of Torah
can be nurtured and promoted.

By engaging in profound discourse with other
students. # Calm and prudent learning is the mother of
true and thorough knowledge.

By establishing set times for learning Torah and
Mishna, which are the foundations for all Torah
study.

By minimizing his business activities. ® The Torah
seeks to teach us to view and arrange all human affairs on
earth in the light of the Teaching of God. Active
participation in civic and communal endeavors is a duty,
but moderation is essential for there to be the time,
mental clarity and emotional calm necessary for the
cultivation of Torah wisdom.

By minimizing involvement in mundane affairs.

By minimizing pleasure.

By minimizing sleep.

By minimizing idle talk.

By minimizing humor.

By not angering.
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20.
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23.

24.

25.

26.
27.
28.

29.
30.

31.
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By being kindhearted. #® The search for knowledge is
obscured by jealousy and hatred. Because of his envy, he
cannot acknowledge facts of truth and right discovered
and uttered by others.

By trusting the authenticity of the rabbinic tradition.
This means believing that everything our Sages and
rabbis have said came directly from Heaven via
Moses.

By accepting one’s afflictions. #® Suffering trains both
mind and spirit.

By accepting one’s limitations and restricted capacity
to learn.

By accepting one’s lot in life, and not pursue riches.
This also means that everyone must recognize that
his real place is in the World to Come. # God
evaluates our achievements solely in terms of the extent to
which we have made good use of the faculties with which
He has endowed us.

By safeguarding one’s tongue against leading him to
sin. ® Do not force your views on others; restrain
yourself from voicing your convictions unless
outspokenness is fitting and proper; and qualify all your
utterances with the reservation that they are true only to
the best of your knowledge.

By not using one’s achievements in learning for his
own benefit nor take credit for his Torah
accomplishments. # All our attainments are due to
Divine Providence and with God’s help. Knowing this, we
must view our achievements with no other emotion but
humility.

By being loved.

By loving God.

By loving people, which will result in his being able
to bring them close to Torah.

By doing righteousness.

By loving honesty and integrity. # A true disciple of
Torah study loves right, duty and fairness and will defend
them wherever he may go.

By loving rebuke. For we should understand that
reproach makes us better people.
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34.
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36.
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40.

41.

42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
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By distancing oneself from honor and public
recognition.

By taking no pride in your accomplishments in
learning.

By having no enjoyment in ruling over others.

By carrying your weight in communal needs.

By judging everyone favorably.

By inspiring honesty and decency in others.

By inspiring others to pursue peace.

By learning with a reasoned mind. One should be
levelheaded.

By not being afraid to ask when you do not know the
answer.

By responding to inquiries when you do know the
answer.

By being attentive.

By responding wisely and adding pertinent insights.
By learning in order to teach others.

By learning in order to do.

By sharpening his teacher with good questions.

By having a desire to learn.

By quoting his sources, otherwise it is like
plagiarism. It is this quality which brings redemption
to this world.
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SEVEN

G reat is the Torah as it gives
life, both in this world and
the World to Come, to those who
put it into practice, as it says
(Proverbs 4), “Life is for those who
find it, and it heals all flesh”, and
(ibid. 3), “It shall be healing for your
body, and marrow for your bones”,
and (ibid.), “It is a tree of life for
those who grasp hold of it; those
who support it shall be content”,
and (ibid. 1), “lIt is a graceful garland
upon your head, and necklaces
around your throat”, and (ibid. 4), “It
shall give your head a graceful
garland, and a crown of glory”, and
(ibid. 9), “With Me, your days shall
increase, and years shall be added to
your life”, and (ibid. 3), “Longevity is
in its right hand and richness and
honor in its left”, and (ivid) “For
many days and years of life and
peace shall be added to you”, and
(ibid), “lts ways are pleasant, and its
paths are peace.”*?

33 [This last verse is absent in some editions — RB].
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Torah is great. It gives life to those who observe it in this world,
and life in the World to Come. #® The Torah’s mandates enable

every aspect of Man’s nature to achieve that growth and activation
which is his destiny.
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EIGHT

ebbe Shimon ben Yehuda in
R the name of Rebbe Shimon

ben Yochai said,
“Adornments, power, wealth,
honor, wisdom, old age, hoariness
and children are pleasing for the
righteous ones and pleasing for the
world, as it says (ibid. 16), “A hoary
head is a glorious crown; it is found
in the way of righteousness”, and,
(ibid. 20), “The ornament of young
men is their strength, and the glory
of the hoary-headed ones is old
age”, and (ibid. 20), “The crown of
the elders is their riches”, and (ibid.
17), “Grandchildren are the crown of
the old, and the glory of the children
IS their parents”, and (isaiah 24), “The
Moon shall be humiliated and the
Sun ashamed when the Lord of
Hosts reigns on Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem, and there shall be honor
for His elders”. Rebbe Shimon ben
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Menasya said, “These are the seven characteristics which the Sages
counted for the righteous, and all were present in Rebbe and his

sons.”
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Energy, wealth, honor, wisdom, advanced age, seniority, and
children are pleasant for the righteous and for the world. Rabbi
Shimon ben Menasya said that Rabbi Yehuda Hanassi and his
children had all seven of these blessings. # Honest, decent
grandchildren are the rewarding climax of their grandparents’ lives.
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NINE

ebbe Yosse ben Kisma said,
R “I was once walking on the

way when | came across a
person who greeted me with
‘Shalom’, and so I returned with
‘Shalom’. He then asked, ‘Rebbe.
From where do you come?’ 1 told
him that | come from a large city
filled with wise men and scholars.
He then asked, ‘Rebbe. Were you
to live among us, in our place, |
would give you a million gold
pieces, expensive gems and
jewels.” I responded to him thus,
‘Even if you were to give me all
the silver and gold and precious
gems and jewels in the entire
world, | would not live in any
place except one of Torah, as it
says in David, King of Israel’s
Book of Psalms, “The Torah from
Your mouth is better than
thousands in gold and silver.” And
not only that, but when a person
dies, nothing accompanies
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him further, not silver, not gold, not X7 nisopm LYY NRWn 72502
precious stones and jewels, only a%vs 30X mmn 9273003 ,90on
Torah and good deeds, as it says .3p2 7%y 9i»wn T25wW2 .M
(Proverbs 6), “When you walk, it shall .x27 2%¥% Imn X7 nizpm
lead you; when you lie down it shall ax3 2717 99 7923 5% L »m) IR
watch over you and when you :NIN2X YT
awaken it shall address you”. “When

you lie down” - in this world; “when

you lie down, it shall watch over

you” — in the grave; “when you get

up, it shall address you” — in the World to Come, and (Chaggai 2), “All
silver is mine, all gold is mine, so says the God of hosts.”’

Once on a journey, he met someone who offered him much gold
and jewels to move to his town, for Rabbi Yosse ben Kisma was a
scholar and the man’s town lacked a scholar. Rabbi Yosse ben
Kisma refused saying that all the gold and jewels in the world
would never get him to live in a city without Torah. Not only that
but, he said, it is not one’s gold and jewels which accompany him
after he dies. Rather it is his Torah and good deeds.
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TEN

ive32* possessions did the Holy
F One, blessed be He, acquire

for Himself in His world: the
Torah is one, the Heavens and
Earth are one, Abraham is one,
Israel is one, and the Temple is
one. Torah we learn from the verse
(Proverbs 8), “God made me, the
Torah, at the beginning of His
enterprise as the blueprint for the
universe, even before engaging in all
His other activities of antiquity”.
Heaven and Earth, we learn from
the verses (1saiah 66), “S0 says God,
The Heaven is my throne, the Earth
iIs my footstool. What sort of house
can you possibly build for Me, and
what sort of place for Me to rest?”,
and (psalms 104), “How grand are
Your works, O God. All You have
done was with wisdom. The world is
full of your acquistions. Abraham
we learn from (Genesis 14), “Blessed

324 Five special, beloved possessions.
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be Avram to the Most High God,
Possessor of Heaven and Earth”.
Israel we learn from the verses
(Exodus 15), “Until Your people pass
over, O God, until these people who
You have acquired pass over”, and
(Psalms 16), “The holy ones who are on
Earth, are distinguished by merit of
the fact that they do all My will”. The
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Temple we learn from the verses (Exodus 15), “The foundation of Your
dwelling-place, the sanctuary of the Lord, that You, God, prepared with
Your own Hands”, and (psalms 78), “He brought them to the border of His
sacred boundary, which His right hand acquired”.

God has five exclusive possessions in this world:

Torah.

The heavens and earth.
Abraham.

Israel.

The Temple.

kb=

When God apportioned the regions of the earth among men, He

retained for Himself, for a special purpose, one land, Eretz Yisroel, the

Land of the Jews, which was to serve as the soil for His Law and of His
people, who were to live (there) for the fulfillment of His Law.
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ELEVEN

I which the Holy One, x7 712 wiTpr X2 72 % KR
blessed be He, created in His  aaxgg 179295 X9& 813 8 ,inbive
world he did only for His own s7y3s9y snawa xp17 52 ,6n mwwy)
glory, as it SayS (lsaiah  45), T2IRY LY AR AN 1NRN2
“Everything is called by My Name 27y 299 T9%0 ST, (u new)
and | have created, fashioned and
even made it all for My glory”, and
(Exodus 15), “God shall reign for all
eternity”.

God created all of existence solely for His own glory.
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POSTSCRIPT

Rabbi Chanania ben %7 ,MIN RWRY 32 NI O3
Akashya said: The Holy One ,»87& nX nizth X7 7112 wH7pa
Blessed be He wanted to =»giw ,nixmy a93n 27% 7297 79589
merit Israel, so He gave m9in %730 P73 9nh yom oy
them much Torah and many STRN
Mitzvahs as it says, “God

desires, for sake of His

righteousness, to magnify

Torah and make it exalted”.

By learning Torah and observing the Mitzvahs they will acquire
the World to Come.
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ORCHOS CHAYIM - THE PATHWAYS TO LIFE

INTRODUCTION

The following is an adaptation and slight rearrangement of
the order of a short and most lovely ethical work, Orchos Chayim,
the “Pathways to Life”, also called Hanhagos HaRosh and Tzavas
HaRosh commonly attributed? to Rabbeinu Asher (the Rosh).

This version is a blend of the standard printed edition of the
Rosh’s work with the expanded translation, originally in Yiddish,
and elucidations of the Tosafos Yom Tov, as well as certain
modifications and added maxims as found in the “Montefiore
Manuscript” as published in L’Ma’alah L’'Maskil by R” Alexander
Sternbuch in 1994, the latter of which are almost certainly not
those of the Rosh himself but, nevertheless, dovetail nicely with
our Master’s practical and wise adages.

Herein, the Rosh, eloquently and inspiringly, succinctly
encapsulates not only the key Laws of the Torah governing the
daily life of the Jew, but also identifies the most fundamental
modes of behavior that he must scrupulously observe in order to
preserve, refine and cultivate a pure, ethical and moral soul.

These are the pathways to sincere piety and virtuousness,
the path to holiness, and the road to God. He tells us not just how
we should act, but how to think and what are the proper attitudes
to the travails of life the committed Jew must possess.

These surely are absolute prerequisites for proper Torah
observance and practice.

%5 Some scholars, including Dr. Judah Galinsky at Bar Ilan University, are suspect
that the Rosh was the author, but this is not the place for that discussion.
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The Rosh
A Short Biography

Rabbeinu Asher ben Yechiel, eminent Talmudist, Halachist
and Ethicist, was born in the Rhine Valley of western Ashkenaz
(Germany) around 1250 and died in Toledo, Spain in 1327. Known
as the Rosh and the Asheiri, he was one of the most outstanding
disciples of his primary teacher Rebbe Meir of Rothenburg, the
Maharam, whose rulings he later codified. He was also a student
of his father, and older brother, Chayim. It is possible that he was
a descendent of R’ Eliezer ben Nathan, the Ra’avan, one of the
Ba’alei Tosafos.

Although we have little confirmed information about his
early life, it appears that he may have studied in his youth in
France (Troyes?), and probably lived in Cologne where he
married in about 1266. In 1282, he was in Koblenz, and by 1283 he
moved to Worms where he became a Dayan on the court with his
teacher Rebbe Meir. Between 1286 and 1293, the Rosh may have
lived in Erfurt, and from then in Swabia. In 1298, he participated
in an ad hoc rabbinical synod in Worms regarding the horrific
Rindfleisch massacres. At the time, he apparently became quite
wealthy from his money-lending business with the Gentiles.

The Rosh sired two daughters and eight sons, the most
famous of whom were Yechiel, Yehuda and Ya’acov, author of the
Arba’ah Turim.

In 1286, the Maharam was caught fleeing from the local
knight in order to avoid paying an exhorbitant sum needed for a
military expedition, and held captive at Ensisheim, Alsace. The
Rosh personally guaranteed the payment of the ransom, but the
Maharam refused the offer citing the principle that a prisoner
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“should not be redeemed for more than his worth”. Tragically, the
Maharam died in 1293 after seven years in prison. Fearing that he,
too, would be held for ransom or made to pay the Maharam’s
ransom, R’ Asher escaped with his family in 1302 or 1303 to the
safety of the Savoy region of the Western Alps, and then, more
than a year later, to the French Provence.

In 1305, the family arrived in Barcelona, Spain where,
according to one source, the Rosh met and spent eight days
learning Torah with Rebbe Shlomo ben Aderet, the Rashba, the
acknowledged leading Talmudist and Halachist of the day. The
Rashba was greatly impressed by the Rosh and wrote a letter of
approbation about him to the sages of Spain. From their various
correspondences, it is clear that the Rosh and the Rashba had
mutual admiration and respect. The Rosh subsequently moved to
Toledo, capital of the Kingdom of Castile, where he was received
with great honor and served as the local rabbi and Rosh Yeshiva
for the next 23 years. There he taught Torah to numerous students,
as he did when he was in Ashkenaz, including ones from Russia
and Bohemia. The Rosh could speak and understand colloquial
Arabic, then the language of the Jews of that region.

R’ Bezalel Ashkenazi, who called the Rosh, “the Rabbi of the
Exile”, and, “most of the Exile has accepted him as their rabbi”,
wrote that “the great rabbi, Rebbe Asher...came to Toledo to
enlighten our eyes and take us from the darkness of foolishness
to the light of wisdom and understanding”. At the time, Spanish
Jewry was apparently not knowledgeable in Talmud Bavli,
excepting through the writings of Rav Alfasi, the Rif.

The Rosh disseminated Toras Ashkenaz and the learning of
his teachers the Ba’alei Tosafos on Talmud, already familiar to
earlier individual Spanish authorities, such as the Ramah, the
Ramban, R’ Yona and the Rashba, but not the greater public.
However, the Rosh’s greatest contribution was his Halachic
codification of the Tosafos.
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Albeit he was held in great esteem in Spain, (R’ Yosef Caro,
author of the Shulchon Aruch said that the Jews of Spain,
“accepted the Rosh as their rabbi” —-Beis Yosef, Orech Chayim
51:3), he was not entirely successful in influencing the people
there to change practices he considered were at odds with the
Halacha. At times, he was severely critical of their religious rituals
and business practices. He did not hide his disapproval of some
of their customs which were considered forbidden by the Jews of
Ashkenaz and France, although they did have authorities upon
whom they could rely. Altogether, the Rosh favored the
Ashkenazi tradition as being more reliable.

Although the Rosh also complained bitterly about the study
of Greek Philosophy and metaphysics then prevalent in Spain,
and opposed the philosophical tendencies of the Rambam, he had
great respect for secular wisdom, particularly astronomy and
medicine. His opposition to Philosophy was due to his concern
that people influenced by it would abandon their fear of God and
observance of His Torah, arguing that if someone was first trained
in Philosophy (which is based on human reasoning), he would be
unable to fully free his heart for Torah (based on faith and
tradition), as these two conceptual approaches to understanding
life were fundamentally incompatible and could not be
harmonized.

The Rosh was critical of those who taught Halacha from the
writings of the Rambam without being well-versed in the
Talmudic sources. The Maharashal relates that although the
Rambam mastered many wisdoms, the Rosh preferred to rule in
accordance with Rabbeinu Tam, Rebbe Isaac ben Samuel ha-
Zaken (the Ri) and the Ba’alei Tosafos over the Rambam since
they were “greater in number and wisdom” than the Rambam. He
also found fault that the Rambam did not cite his sources.

The Rosh uniquely joined “deep” learning with the Pilpul
of the Ashkenazi and French scholars and the straightforward,
orderly learning of the Sephardic sages. He was highly
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independent in his decisions and did not hesitate to oppose other
Geonim and Rishonim including R” Achai Gaon, the Ra’avan, R’
Yosef ibn miGash, the Rif and the Rambam, for the Rosh viewed
the Babylonian Talmud of Rav Ashi and Ravina as the only
uncontestable Halachic source.

Without any doubt, the Rosh was one of the most important
Halachic decisors in Jewish history, particularly for Ashkenazi
Jewry. He is quoted almost eighteen-hundred times by his son, R’
Yaacov, in the latter’s Arba’ah Turim, a work which itself became
the basis for the authoritative Shulchan Aruch. The author of the
Shulchan Aruch, Rebbe Yosef Caro, wrote that the Rosh was one
of the three primary sources he used for his great work. It is
difficult to overestimate the Rosh’s impact and influence on the
development and redaction of the Halacha as we have it today.

The Rosh wrote numerous commentaries on Chumash and
Mishna, and famously his Piskei HaRosh on the Talmud. He also
composed his influential Halachic responsa published as Shailos
U’Teshuvos HaRosh noted for its much valuable historical
information on contemporaneous Jewish culture, particularly in
Spain and Germany. His Halachic decisions use Rav Alfasi as its
base. He answered legal queries from Jews everywhere, as well as
from non-Jews. Orchos Chayim, adapted below, is attributed to
him and contains 132 short maxims about morals and proper
conduct, written as an ethical will for his children.

Unfortunately, our printed editions of the Teshuvos were
badly reorganized and are not in the original order the author
compiled them, thus complicating their understanding and
context. It is also unfortunate that most of what must have been a
sizeable number of the Rosh’s decisions made while in Ashkenaz
have not been preserved.

His son Rebbe Yehuda wrote that, sadly, the Rosh died in
poverty and great debt.
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Praises for Orchos Chayim

This is what great rabbis have said about Orchos Chayim?32:

““This is a brief work with lofty words of ethics and fear of
Heaven by which a person should conduct himself and his
family.” -the Chida

““All the Rosh’s words are words of moral reproof.” -
Tosafos Yom Tov

““This work is like good, old, preserved wine which gives
joy to (God) Above and (man) below, directing him in the
correct and straight way.” -Sha’agas Aryeh

“*“These are the foundations of the Torah, the compass for
(attaining) Awe (of God) is embedded herein. This (work)
is worthy of being read once every week.” -Ma’agalei
Kitzira

s “Great matters are written herein. Take them to heart.” -
Harashaz of Kelm

““Our Sages said four matters require strengthening: Torah,
prayer, good deeds and Derech Eretz - i.e. proper, ethical
behavior. A lack of Derech Eretz is a deficiency in Torah.”
- R’ Yerucham Lebowitz

36 See Introduction to L’'Ma’alah L”"Maskil.
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““The great principle throughout Orchos Chayim of the
Rosh is that even though there is a clear Halachic
prohibition in a particular matter, nevertheless the Rosh
(explains things) logically; that it is only reasonable that
we are required to be ethical and moral, as our Sages have
taught Derech Eretz precedes Torah.” -R’ Daniel
Movshowitz

“*Sefer Orchos Chayim of the Rosh comprises all human
behavior and activities. It guides man in his ascent..... The
Tosafos Yom Tov in Vienna instructed that this work be
learned all year ‘round before Prayers according to the
days of the week. It became customary in the Yeshivos to
engage in this work during the days of Elul as a rational
guide to bring a person to repentance. In Yeshivas Kelm,
they learned it all year. This is a proper Sefer Halacha and
one must be meticulous with every word, since this came
from one of the greatest Sages amongst the Rishonim. The
first chapter contains matters one must particularly avoid:
“lethal obstacles” which man encounters on a daily basis.
It is one’s obligation to make sure his deeds are “in the
light of life”, and so he must greatly distance himself from
evil traits such as arrogance, anger, and evil speech. (We
find that some of) these (maxims) are repeated, because
they are the (basic) underpinnings of Man’s attitude and
character.” -R’ Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, Ga’avad of
Ponevezh
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THESE ARE MATTERS WHICH BRING ENLIGHTENMENT
AND LIFE TO THOSE WHO OBSERVE THEM, BUT DEATH TO
THOSE WHO STUMBLE ON THEM.

Day One

A void disagreements which are not for the sake of Heaven.3?”

istance yourself, as much as possible, from conceit,

flattering others, hypocrisy, lies, fraud and dishonesty,
mockery, slandering, tale-bearing, provoking others into
argument, and anger.

B eware of the danger in making vows. Do not deceive other
people, neither in words nor in monetary matters. Do not be
envious or hateful of others.

ever call anyone by a derogatory or offensive nickname; and

don’t invent one for someone. For the one who does so has
no place in the World to Come. Do not tell defamatory tales about
other people nor listen to or even believe the veracity of gossip.

D o not associate with loiterers and loafers nor frequent the
synagogues of the ignorant masses.

%7 From the Montefiore manuscript of Orchos Chayim as published Kuntres L’Ma’alah
L’Maskil, by R> Alexander Sternbuch, Bnei Brak, 5754 but absent in the standard printed

editions.
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D o not look at a woman who is forbidden for you to marry.

D o not speak when handling a Cup of Blessing, such as one
used during the Grace after Meals (Birkas Hamozone), until
you drink from it.

D o not talk between Boruch She’omar and the end of the
silent, Shemoneh Esrei Prayer, and including Tachanun,
nor when the Chazan is reciting his Repetition, unless it is a
matter of Torah, determining a Halacha or performing a pressing
Mitzvah, or to greet someone with or respond to Shalom. Do not
talk neither when Hallel is recited nor when the Torah is being
read in public.

o not eat Gentile-baked bread, even from their commercial
bakeries, unless Jewish-baked bread is unavailable.

D o not participate in dinner parties (attended by a lot of
people), except if it involves a Mitzvah.

D o not engage in idle talk, even of those matters which there
is no sin.

ake it your habit to fall asleep at night whilst learning

Torah, and not in the middle of a pointless conversation.
That is, tire yourself on Torah.
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D o not put yourself into a matter of doubt regarding the time
of sunset and the start of Shabbos. Instruct and caution
your family regarding the proper observances of Shabbos. Daven
Mincha on Erev Shabbos early in order to accept the Sabbath
while it is still daytime.

hen it comes time for any of the three daily Prayers, set

aside your business and pray. Concentrate on your prayers.
Importantly, do not look at things which are not yours, so that you
will not come to illicitly desire them.

D o0 not speak between the Washing of the Hands and the
Blessing on Bread. Be first in wishing people Shalom, good
morning and other such salutations.

P raise God for satiating your appetite and quenching your
thirst. If people curse or shame you, do not answer them at
all. Rather, be of those who are offended and not of those who
offend. Ignore their bad behavior.

D o not hurry and be argumentative. Stay clear of making
oaths and vows. Because of the sin of broken promises,
one’s young children die.

D istance yourself from jesting and anger, for these things

confuse the minds and spirits of men. At all times serve
your Creator out of love. Forget not any of these matters.
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L ove God with all your heart and soul, and with all your
resources. When you recite the Shema, sincerely intend that,
were it to be necessary, you would sacrifice your life and all your
assets in order to sanctify His Name; and never do anything to
desecrate His Name or degrade His Commandments. By doing
this, you fulfill the words of the Singer, “Because, for your sake,
we are killed all the time” (Psalms 44:23).

T rust God with all your heart and believe in His personal
Providence; He, alone, can help everyone with everyone’s
needs. With this, you unify Him completely, for His Eyes rove
everywhere on Earth and see all the doings of Man, without
exception. He knows the hearts and minds of everyone. The one
who does not believe that He “took you out of the Land of Egypt”
does not believe the beginning of the verse “I am the Lord, Your
God”, and he cannot fully make God One. What makes Israel
special among the Nations of the World, and is the foundation of
the entire Torah, is to make God One. This has always been at the
center of the faith of Israel.
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Day Two

D istance yourself from arrogance and anger. Rebuke your
Evil Inclination and thoughts which exhort you to listen to
your own will. Do not follow them. Rather, fulfill the Will and
Ways of God as revealed in the Torah, which are clear, pure and
straight.

D istance yourself from falsehood and matters of lies. Do not
use God’s Name in vain nor ever express any of God’s
various Names in a filthy place, even if you have reason to use
one of them.

emove the yoke of envy which burdens the hearts of men.

Rely not on people; be modest and humble before your
Creator. Trust not in gold and wealth, for this is the first step in
idolatry, and causes you to divert your attention from the Holy
One, blessed be He. Disburse your monies as He wishes, for He
has the power to restore all your losses, and satisfy all your and
your household’s needs.

K now who is this God of your fathers. Know that your words
will be weighed in the Scale of Justice, and justice will be
meted out. Say nothing wrong or irrational or inappropriate. Keep
your word and do not change what you have promised. Make the
dispersion of your monies easier than your speech. Do not be
quick in speaking evil. Therefore, do not say a harsh word, even if
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there is good reason to nor say nothing until you weigh your
words sensibly and carefully.

( : onfess your sins each morning and evening. Remember Zion
and Jerusalem with a broken heart, sincere concern, groans
and tears.

Iways have in mind the day of your demise, and equip

yourself with the provisions for your final trip, that is Torah
and good deeds. If you remember this at all times, as well as
regretting your sins and doing repentance, you will be prepared
for the day of death and your journey to the Next World; and your
bed should be soaked in tears remembering your sins. It should
frighten you to contemplate that even the great and pious
Talmudic Scholar, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai of blessed memory,
who was the leader of Israel during the time of the destruction of
the Second Temple, and who had many outstanding students who
he taught until they, themselves, were great Torah scholars, was
himself afraid of his ultimate fate when he took ill. He was an
exemplary human being and learned much Torah and did
enormous good. And yet, he was terrified that maybe he failed to
do enough good or that possibly he may have once committed
some minor injustice and, for that, Gehinna was awaiting him.
All the more so should we be horrified.

B e a good friend to the God-fearing. Associate and bond with
them. Distance yourself from those who are ungodly, lawless
and unjust. Love your reprovers and their admonitions.

I t is beneficial and proper for you to belittle your good deeds in
your own eyes, while exaggerating the number and gravity of
your offenses. Contemplate, at all times, the boundless
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compassion and unlimited grace your Creator bestows upon you;
the One who feeds you when you need to be fed. Do not serve
Him for recompense, rather do so because you were so
commanded, and for the glorification of His Holy Name.

R emember and speak of this at all times: at night when you
retire, envelop yourself with love for Him. In the day, when
you arise, when you go about your business, turn to Him, be
quick and meticulous with your service to Him. With this, He will
give you strength and support, and direct you to do His Will.

P ray with devotion, for prayer is worship of the heart. Think.
Was your son to speak frivolously with you, would you not
be angry with him? So, too, you who came from a putrid drop,
standing before the King and Master of the world, should you not
be earnest in your prayers? Do not be like a slave who was
assigned an honorable task, one beneficial for him, and yet he
spoils it. How dare he stand before the king! What, then, would
be better than to ask for forgiveness when we say, “Selach lonu”
(forgive us) in the Shemoneh Esrei, but worse than to recite it
without conviction? If it is impossible to maintain concentration
and devotion during the entire Prayer, say at least the first
Blessing of the Shemoneh Esrei with sincerity, as well as the first
verse of Krias Shema. For one does not fulfill his obligation for
Prayer if he does not say at least these sections with intent.

L earn the weekly Torah portion each week, reciting the Torah
text twice, the Targum once, and then learn Rashi’s
commentary. This should be completed before the time the
Reader concludes the weekly, public Torah reading in Synagogue
on Shabbos morning. Understand what Rashi is saying. Greatly
embrace and attach yourself to his commentary. When learning
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Gemara, be certain that you correctly understand that, too, and
cling to it. For it is a proper thing to learn Mishna and Gemara,
and one will receive reward for so doing. The one who sacrifices
himself and carefully and scrupulously learns Gemara so that he
understands it correctly, makes himself beloved. There is no
greater and unique a reward than there will be for learning Torah,
and no better profession than to learn Gemara. The Mishna says
that learning Torah is equal, for God, to all the best Good Deeds.
It is impossible to properly understand the Torah without the
Gemara. Talmud Torah is equal to all else.
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Day Three

ever eat or drink anything without making the appropriate

blessings before and after with as much zeal as you can.
Comprehend the meaning of the blessing. Cover your head when
mentioning God’s Name, and close your eyes. When making a
blessing or praying to God be not as it says, “With their mouths
and lips they honored Me, but their hearts were distant from Me”
(Isaiah 29:13).

ash your hands before praying and eating. When you come
from the bathroom, make the Asher Yotzar blessing, but
do not make the blessing on washing the hands3%.

M ake fringes (Tzitzis) on the four corners of your garment in
order that you remember God’s commandments, and in
order that you sanctify yourself in all your doings. Act with
modesty in the bathroom. When at home, remember that you will
be held accountable for even light conversations between
husband and wife. Do not accustom yourself to act frivolously,
and put the fear of Heaven upon yourself. Do not gaze at a
woman, even one who is permitted to you. Place Mezuzos on all
your doorposts.

%28 The Rosh says that if one is about to say his Prayers, he should add the blessing Al Nitilas
Yodoyim; but the Halacha is not like him, excepting in the morning before Shacharis.
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'D o not reveal the secrets of others. Even non-confidential
matters, keep in the confines of your heart. If you again
hear these same things from someone else, do not tell him that
you have heard this before. You need not tell your wife
everything, and do not assume that she will keep secrets.

B e heedful to pray at set times in the morning, afternoon and
evening. Prepare yourself an hour before the time so that you
can pray with intent. Be punctual, and be of the first ten in the
Minyan. Do not speak idle talk in Shul. Make sure you are not
without Tallis and Tefillin.

W eigh carefully each step you take. Be moderate with food
and drink, and with all your attributes. Take the middle
path and do not veer neither to the right or left. Stick to the truth.
Deal honestly with people. Vigorously pursue peace and
friendship between people.

P ursue justice! For the one who pursues justice and
righteousness and gives charity and is quick with his
compassion — in words and deeds - will find life and justice and
honor. Do not fail to give the half Shekel once a year. Each week
and month donate as much as you can to charity. Each day, before
Prayers, give at least something, however small, to charity. When
you can, tithe your assets and profits. Make sure you always are
stocked with food and other provisions and resources at home
with which you can readily help the needy, whether they are dead
or alive, poor or rich.

E stablish times for Torah before you eat and before you retire
to bed at night. Speak Torah at your table. Instruct the
members of your household to do right; train and caution them in
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accordance with the ways of the Torah. Let them not speak
conceitedly. Warn them against speaking in a degrading and
shameful manner. Remember, the first thing a person will be
judged on when he arrives before the Heavenly Court is whether
or not he established times for Torah.

o the Will of your Maker! Commit in your heart to

discharge all what your Creator and Master has requested
of you! Be as equally happy with your portion in life whether
you have been allotted a little or much. Beseech God, at all times,
that He turn your heart to executing His commandments. Cast
your fate with God in all what you do. Do not be stingy with
regard to expenditures for all the needs of the Sabbath or the
Holidays. Try and bring these days in early, while it is still
daylight, for this is honor for them. Enjoy them with good food
and drink, and respectful clothing, and spend half the day in the
Study Hall and the synagogue. Honor these days when they begin
and when they end. Set a table at the end of the Sabbath.

e as happy when you are rebuked as you would be if you

found great spoils of war - for which you never have to pay.
The wise man loves the one who admonishes him, for open
reproof is better than concealed love, and it is pleasant for him.

nderstand how things will end up before you begin them.

Contemplate the loss of not performing a Mitzvah versus
the reward for performing it, as well as the punishment for
sinning against the reward for avoiding the sin. The wise man
sees the consequences of his actions.
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'D o not rely on your own will and judgment. Listen to advice
and accept reproof. Be quick to perform your tasks, and all
God’s commandments. Above all, never think evil.

'D o not accustom yourself to arise from your bed lazy. Rather,
rise promptly in order to serve your Maker. Do not sleep a
lot like a indolent person. Train yourself to rise early, at sunrise.
Arise from your bed at the morning chirp of the birds in order to
serve the Holy One, blessed be He.

R un to the House of Prayer; never be late. Watch that you do
not step into filth. Concentrate on your prayers and not on
other matters. Be prompt to bless and glorify your Maker. Do not
speak mockingly or otherwise when the Chazan is praying. Be
meticulous in answering Amen. Do not pray with soiled and
impure hands or an unclean body, for your prayers will not be
heard or accepted. Do not pray quickly nor swallow your words.
Rather, have proper intent, and pray at ease, understand what you
are saying, enunciating and slightly vocalizing each word.

ever forget that death can come suddenly and that there will

be judgment before God. Do not forget your omnipotent
Creator. Direct your entire will and hopes to Him. Imagine that
He is standing before you at all times.

o not perform any Mitzvah in order to receive a reward nor

distance yourself from sin simply to avoid punishment
from Him. Rather, serve God out of true love. Do not be overly
joyous. Remember that life is fleeting. You are descendant of
Adam, the first man, who was created from dust, and in the end
you will be consumed by worms.
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Day Four

D 0 not procrastinate in performing a Mitzvah which falls in
your lap. Do it right away and for the sake of Heaven. Do
not say, “I will do it tomorrow” lest you not have the time or
opportunity to do so then.

D o not be lazy in reciting the Blessing of the Moon, as this is
a most delightful prayer for Heaven. From the time of the
Exodus from Egypt until the destruction of the Temple, God
dwelt amongst us in the Tabernacle and Temple, and was close to
us. This is what is called the Shechina (God’s neighboring
Presence). Now, when we sanctify the New Moon, God again
draws His Shechina near to us. How can we not be diligent and
careful that we do not omit this blessing? For if Israel did not
merit anything other than receiving the Shechina but once a
month with this prayer, this would be enough!

D 0 not separate yourself from learning Torah wisdom and
ethics. Allow yourself to be covered with the dust of the
feet of the Sages by following in their footsteps, and you, too, will
become wise.

D o nothing to mislead people or that would cause them to
joke about. For it is the manner of the ignorant masses to
latch onto the mistakes and the bad things people do, yet they
disregard the good in people.
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N ever stop performing acts of loving-kindness®?’ even though
others mock you for this. Never be ashamed to perform a
Mitzvah.

ever make fun of your father or mother nor minimize their

honor, and do not cause them any pain or distress. Honor
them as much as you can while they are alive. Do not clench tight
your fist and desist from always giving to the poor and indigent.
Never turn from helping your relatives making like you don’t
know them. Rush to prepare food for them immediately, they may
be ravenous.

D o not be irate with wayfarers and your guests. Receive them
with a cheerful face. Do not fail to give them provisions for
their journeys. Accompany them on their way, and comfort them
for they are far from home and dejected. Do not tarry in bringing
a tithe to the communal kitchen. The act of bringing charity in
secret checks God’s anger against you. Do not look towards those
who are wealthier than you. Rather, turn your sights to those less
fortunate than you. By so doing, you will avoid jealousy and you
will be happy with your own lot, and you will be able to conduct
a God-fearing and Jewish life.

o not look up to those who are lesser than you in their
Service of God or their Awe of Heaven. Rather, set your
eyes on those who are greater than you in these affairs.

o not be quick to anger about anything. Be slow to anger
lest you lose your wisdom. Do not speak perversely and
with foul language for you will be judged for all what you say.

329 Alternatively, “Do not stop in the middle of performing an act of loving-kindness because
someone is mocking you”.
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Never raise a hand against your fellow man, even were he to curse
your mother or father to your face.

D o not remain angry with your fellow man for even one day.
Beg forgiveness from him before he comes and asks
forgiveness from you. Never speak evil or slanderously about
anyone. Never be contentious or spread lies about other people.
Do not overreact and respond hastily and vehemently to someone
who speaks bad things.

o not scream and yell like a wild, boorish person, for by so

doing you will lose your Fear of Heaven. Do not speak so
loudly at home that your voice can be heard outside of your
house. Do not bellow like an animal. Always speak gently.

D o not involve yourself in other people’s disputes and don’t
take sides, for in the end they will reconcile and the side
you took up against will be angry with you because you
interfered in the argument.

D o not respond to those who curse or revile you or those you
call you a liar. Seal your lips and be silent lest you heat up
your heart to anger. Never humiliate anyone in public for one
who does so has no portion in the World to Come.

N ever bully anyone because you are stronger than him.
Remember, there may come a time when you will be the
weak one. Do not be arrogant with people. Be of a lowly spirit,
and consider yourself like the dirt upon which everyone tramples.

191



ORCHOS CHAYIM - THE PATHWAYS TO LIFE

ever pursue honor or authority. Never aspire to heights
beyond your capabilities33.

o not shame anyone or anything, for there is no one who

does not have his hour or anything which doesn’t have its
place or a circumstance where it is needed. Never compel people
to honor you because of your wealth or powerful position.
Someone might resent this and will try to disgrace you or cause
your downfall in return.

330 | jterally, what you deserve.
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Day Five

N ever let up in your pursuit of making new friends and
supporters. Do not take lightly even one enemy. Never
embarrass or humiliate anyone in public, for one who does so has
no portion in the World to Come.

D o not consider lightly something your friend acquired, for
this will upset him and cause him consternation. To do so is
the manner of fools. Do not trust in your own wealth, for anyone
who trusts in his money accumulates enemies, and will falter and
collapse because of them.

N ever say, “God has made me rich because of my
righteousness”. Rather, be worried that you have received
your reward in this World, and not in the World to Come?*.

D o not make it a habit to oppose your neighbors or fellow
citizens and communal leaders. Sublimate your will to
theirs.

o not cause your fellow man to turn from the good way to a
bad one, like those who entice and seduce people from the
worship of God.

31 Where the rewards are greater.
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'D o not make it a habit to eat out of your home with large
groups of people other than for purposes of a Mitzvah. Do
not be a gourmand and stuff your belly with food, for many
illnesses result from overeating. Do not become accustomed to
getting drunk. You might act foolishly or speak foul-mouthed,
and then regret what you have done. Do not socialize with people
who devour wine or are gluttonous carnivores lest you forget your
Maker and make yourself ill or become sinful.

N ever be angry with your wife. If you pushed her away with
your left hand, draw her near energetically with your right,
and without delay. Do not terrorize your family and household
for many serious failings result from such behavior. Never
humiliate your wife. Rather, honor her and, by so doing, she will
avoid sin.

ever be alone in a room with any woman other than your

wife, mother or daughter, and even if there are two women
with you. Never look at women or their clothing. Never praise a
woman for her beauty or her good deeds lest others suspect her of
immorality332.

o not make it your habit to hang around with mockers and
lowlifes lest they draw you into sin.

D o not venerate yourself nor make yourself precious in your
own eyes. Rather, underrate yourself.

2 Literally, “and others will come and praise her”. That language is difficult. Rabbi Reuven
Melamed in the name of Rabbi E. Lapian says that this text is a printer’s error and should
read, “and others will come to desire her.”
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D o not be lazy in pursuing wisdom nor slow in respectfully
rebuking your friend in private.

A ct patiently. Do your work with forethought and not hastily.

peak only when the time is right and never say anything

which has no benefit. Simply, scrupulously watch what you
say. Even regarding matters which are beneficial and not
damaging, talk succinctly. Speak to the point.

ever speak with someone who is overly agitated or
fanatical, for not only will he disregard your words, he will

denigrate them.

erpetually make efforts to acquire and maintain a faithful
friend. Good friends are most beneficial.
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Day Six

o not be oblivious to the good that others do for you.

Acknowledge even those who do something as simple as
opening a door for you®®?, which you surely could have done on
your own.

'D o not inveigle your fellow man with flattery. Never say
anything you do not mean.

M ake an effort to be first in the saying of Shalom to
everyone, Jew and Gentile alike, because of peace. For you
should have good and friendly neighborly relations with
everyone. Never anger a Gentile for every Gentile has his hour;
his memory is long, and he keeps his anger forever. Never utter a
lie or speak deceitfully. Be trustworthy with everyone, Jew and
Gentile alike.

ever join with an evil person or one who is sinful or one
who is angry or irate or a fool. For one day you will be
shamed by them.

%3 Train your children to acknowledge other peoples’ kindnesses by always saying “thank
you” or by making some other obvious gesture such as knodding or waving in appreciation to
a driver who stopped for them at a crosswalk. The very first thing we do when we awake each
morning is say the very words “Modeh Ani” thanking God for returning our souls to our
quiescent bodies. Hakaras Hatov is fundamental to Torah Im Derech Eretz. - RB
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rain yourself to only stand near a wise and astute man.

Listen carefully to, understand and abide by his words. Do
not even think that you can best a wise Torah scholar. You will
not get any cleverer for trying to do so, nor will this result in your
being considered a greater scholar.

D o not break into the speech of another person, for this is the
attribute of a Golem (i.e. a dunce). Do not respond until you
hear everything that is to be said. 3

o not be pedantic and petty with other people about every
little thing they do. Doing so will result in accruing
needless enemies.

ake no effort to learn about other people’s secrets or things

which have been hidden from you. Do nothing in private
for which you would be humiliated if done in public. Never asks,
“Who sees me?”

P ay no attention to slanderous talk, for this is injurious to
three: the one who speaks it, the one who listens to it, and the
one about whom it is spoken.

hink no evil of the one who comes to apologize to you,
regardless if he is telling the truth or lying.

o not hold yourself as being too important to do work or that
doing so would be embarrassing for you.

34 Maxims shown in italics in this chapter are not found in the standard printed editions of
Orchos Chayim; see Introduction.
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ever rely on receiving other people’s gifts, for they are only
human beings**. Work for your sustenance.

D o not desire a fortune for which you have to work very hard
and exert great effort. It is better to suffice with the one
handful you already have, than have to struggle for two.

N ever make your money more important for yourself than
your general well-being as, for example, by putting yourself
in danger by cheating on your taxes or traveling clandestinely
alone.

D o not yearn for a woman because of her beauty or wealth, for
these things are transitory, and you may just end up with
something quite different.

N ever be envious. This is a terrible, incurable illness.

B e neither saddened by events nor worried by your troubles. If
things are going bad for you, search your soul for sins, and
repent. Neither be overjoyed when things are going good. A sobering
thought is that you may now not receive your reward in the Next
World. Never deceive or cheat a poor man, a widow or an orphan.
The punishment for doing so is very, very great.

D o not make vowing a habit, even for a true matter, for
children die because of false oaths.

35 They may not be able to fulfill their promise to give you the gift and you will be left

wanting.
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N ever mention God’s Name in vain.

Never deviate from local convention, whatever that may be.
This will endear you to your comrades.

N ever delay in making total repentance nor tarry in seeking
emotional, spiritual or religious help.

rain yourself to always take the middle road in everything you
do and in your behavior.3%

D o not occupy yourself with useless activities. Listen not to
nonsense.

E stablish times for Torah!

36 Everything in moderation.
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Day Seven — A Summary

ithe for the benefit of charity all the profits and savings God
has granted you.

G ive charity immediately, and as much as you can. Fix an
amount to give at the end of every month and year.

P ray three times each day, every evening, morning and
afternoon with the congregation. Don Tefillin and wear
Tzitzis every day.
ffix a Mezuzah on every one of your doorposts and gates
upon which the Law requires one. It is insufficient to have a

Mezuzah only on the front door or gate.

'E stablish fixed times for learning Torah.

'B e faithful and honest in your business dealings, and in your
speech.

I I onor, as much as you can, those who learn Torah.
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D o not hold back from reproving your fellow lest you carry
the burden of the sin by your silence. Judge your fellow
man as innocent; always give him the benefit of the doubt. Each
night, before going to sleep, forgive anyone who sinned against
you in words.

T ry to make peace between husband and wife, and between
other people.

C aution your family regarding the proper observance of
praying, ritually washing the hands, and reciting blessings
on anything from which we benefit, such as before food, drink or
things we smell.

G ive charity every Friday. Learn the weekly Torah portion by
reading the text twice, the Targum once, and Rashi’s
commentary.

R ead Rabbeinu Yona’s Letter of Repentance the week before
Rosh Hashanna3’.

E stablish the eating of the Third Meal every Shabbos
afternoon after Mincha. Honor Shabbos, as it is a blessing
which your God gave to you as a present. Set your table for a meal
on Saturday night after Havdalah, eating at least something,
however little.

H elp your fellow man with whatever he needs, whether it is
material or with words.

37 |n some texts, it says Rosh Chodesh.
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R epent every night before retiring, except on those nights
when it is forbidden to deliver a eulogy or to fast. Mourn
your sins, the length of the Exile, and the destruction of our
glorious and holy Temple — may it be quickly rebuilt in our days.
Fast once each month on a day when the Torah is read. If you
cannot do this, give charity.

erform all your good deeds modestly and humbly, and not

for public adulation. What can be done quietly should not be
done with fanfare in public. For this is the Service of God which
is the choicest and most desired by Him.

THESE ARE THE PRUDENCES WHICH BRING GREAT GOOD.

BLESSED IS THE PERSON WHO TAKES NOTE OF THESE MATTERS.
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THE 248 POSITIVE COMMANDMENTS

Basic Laws of Our Faithzs

Every Jew is required to believe in God and that He is the
prime cause of and reason for all existence (1), and acknowledge
His Unity (2); and to love (3), fear (4), worship and pray to Him
(5).

We must associate and bond with Torah sages in order that
we learn to act like them; and we must trust in the veracity of
their words (6).

When necessary, we must give oath in His Name (7).

To the best of our ability, we must emulate His Attributes,
such as by being merciful and righteous (8).

We must sanctify His Name by publicizing our true religion
and not fear martyrdom for Him (9), recite Krias Shema twice
daily, evening and morning (10), and learn and teach the
wisdom of the Torah (11).

38 Groupings follow the system found in Seder HaMitzvos [.’Harambam, R’ Yaacov

Muenster, New York 5705
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On-Going Commandments Designed to
Encourage Us to Love and Remember God
at All Times

We must don the head (12) and arm (13) Tefillin, wear Tzitzis
(14), and affix Mezuzahs on our doorposts and gates (15).

We are to assemble on the second day of Succos every
seventh year when portions of the Torah are read [Hakhel] (16).

Every reigning king must write a Sefer Torah which he must
keep with him at all times (17); and every man must have his
own Torah which, if possible, he should write himself (18).

We must thank God after every meal (19).

The Sanctuary and Communal Sacrifices

We are to build a Sanctuary for God where we can offer
sacrifices, serve Him and gather on the festivals (20), be in great
awe of this place by acting therein with great reverence (21), and
guard it by continuously encircling it day and night, as a matter
of honor and exaltation (22).

The Levites shall serve therein with their special duties such
as locking the gates and singing when a sacrifice is offered (23).

The Kohanim must wash their own hands and feet each time
they enter the Temple and before they perform Service therein
(24).
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The Kohanim must kindle lights [the Menorah] (25), and
bless the people every day (26); place the showbread on the
Table (27); offer incense (28), kindle a fire on the Altar daily
(29), and remove the ashes from on top of the Altar each day
(30), and remove defiled (persons) from the Sanctuary (31).

We must honor, respect, exalt and sanctify the descendants of
Aaron [the Kohanim] (32).

The Kohanim must don special garments for honor and glory
before they can serve in the Sanctuary (33).

They must carry the Ark on their shoulders when
transporting it (34).

We must prepare special oil to anoint each High Priest
[Kohen Godol] and king of Davidic lineage when he is
appointed (35).

The Kohanim must work in set, weekly divisions and share
in the Service on the Festivals (36).

They must defile themselves by contact with those deceased,
close relatives specified in the Torah (37).

The Kohen Godol must marry a virgin girl (38).

Every day, two lamb offerings must be brought [the Tomid]
(39), and the Kohen Godol must offer two meal offerings [the
Chavittim], one in the morning and one in the evening (40).

An additional sacrifice [Musaf] is brought on Shabbos (41),
Rosh Chodesh (42) and each of the seven days of Pesach (43).
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On the 16t of Nissan, the Omer meal-offering is brought (44).
One Musaf (45) and two leaven loaves (46) are offered on the
50t day [Shavuos] after the Omer offering.

A Musaf is to be brought on the 1¢t [Rosh Hashanna] (47) and
10 [Yom Kippur] (48) of Tishrei.

A special Temple Service has been commanded for Yom
Kippur to atone for all our sins (49).

A Musaf must be brought on each day of Succos (50) and on
the 8t day of Succos [Shemini Atzeres] (51).

Private Offerings

We must make pilgrimage to the Temple thrice a year (52)
on the festivals, males must offer a burnt-offering (53) and
everyone must rejoice with additional sacrifices, the eating of
meat, drinking of wine, new clothing, and so forth (54).

A lamb must be slaughtered on the 14 of Nissan (55) and
eaten roasted on the night of the 15 with Matza and Morror,
and in one’s abode (56).

One who was unable to sacrifice on that date could offer his
lamb a month later on the 14 of Iyar (57) and eat the lamb on
the night of the 15t of Iyar with Matza and Morror (58).

Trumpets are to be sounded whenever festival offerings are
sacrificed or as a cry to God when we are in great distress, such
as during time of war (59).
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Sacrificial animals must be at least eight days old (60),
whole and without defect or blemish (61).

Salt is to be offered with each sacrifice (62).

The Torah has instructed the procedure for bringing a
burnt-offering [Olah] (63), a sin-offering [Chattos] (64), a guilt-
offering [Oshom] (65), a peace-offering [Shlomim] (66), and a
meal-offering [Mincha] (67).

The Court is to offer a sacrifice if they erred in a ruling and
gave instruction contrary to the Law for certain serious crimes
(68).

A person who inadvertently committed particular grave
offenses must offer a sin-offering (69).

A person who is in doubt if he committed certain sins must
offer, as an atonement, a conditional guilt-offering [Oshom
Tolui] (70), and in other cases an unconditional guilt-offering
[Oshom Vaday] (71) or an offering-according-to-means [Oleh
V’Yored] (72).

We must admit to our sins verbally and ask for atonement
(73).

A man (74) or a woman (75) who had an unclean issue and
has healed must offer a sacrifice, as does a woman after
childbirth (76), and a healed leper [Mitzorah] (77).

We must separate a tithe of all clean animals born each year,
the fats and blood of which are offered while the remaining
portions are eaten in Jerusalem (78), and sanctify the first-born
(79).
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A first-born son is to be redeemed from a Kohen (80), as is a
first-born donkey (81).

If the first-born donkey is not redeemed, it must be
decapitated (82).

We must bring all our outstanding vow-offerings and free-
will offerings by the next Festival (83).

Sacrifices may only be brought in the Temple (84),
including by those persons who became obligated to bring a
sacrifice while outside the Land of Israel (85).

A sacrifice with a disqualifying blemish must be redeemed
and thus becomes unconsecrated which a person can then
slaughter and eat (86).

The animal which was substituted for a sanctified animal
becomes, itself, sanctified (87).

The Kohanim eat the remnants of the meal-offering (88), as
well as the flesh of certain sacrifices (89).

Defiled offerings are to be burned (90), as is any sacrifice
left over beyond its designated time for eating (91).

The Nazirite must grow his hair long (92), and then cut it
and bring a sacrifice when he completes his Naziriteship (93).

We are obliged to fulfill whatever we vow to do (94)
although a sage, father or husband can annul oaths, if they so
see fit (95).

214



ALL 613 COMMANDMENTS IN PROSE

Ritual Purity and Impurity

We are obliged by the Laws of Defilement regarding carrion
(96), the eight types of creeping reptiles (97), food and drink
(98), a menstruating woman (99), a woman after childbirth (100),
a leper (101), garments (102), houses (103), a man with an
unclean issue (104), semen (105), a woman with an unclean issue
(106), and corpses (107).

We are commanded with the Laws of the Purifying Waters
(108), and immersion in a ritual bath [Mikveh] (109).

The purification procedure for a leper is as designated in
the Torah (110).

The leper must shave himself (111), and be marked as a
leper (112).

The ashes of a Red Heifer must be prepared (113).

Personal Vows

The Torah has commanded Laws for appraising the value of
people in the event that someone vows to donate the “value of a
person” (114), impure animals (115), houses (116), and fields
(117).

One who Dbenefits from consecrated items or eats of

consecrated food must return its value and add an additional
fifth (118).
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Agricultural Laws

Fruits of the fourth year are holy (119).

A corner of a wheat field and of an orchard must remain
unharvested (120).

Crops which fell during harvest must be left for the poor
and the resident aliens [Geirim] (121).

Forgotten sheaves must be left in the field for resident
aliens, orphans and widows (122).

Residual grapes in the vineyard (123) and those that fell
during harvest (124) must be left for the poor and resident

aliens.

First Fruits are to be separated and brought to the Sanctuary
(125).

A first portion of the harvest is to be separated for the
Kohanim [Terumah] (126), as well as two tithes, the First Tithe
for the Levite (127) and the Second Tithe for the owner (128).

Levites are to separate a tithe of their own Tithe to be given
to the Kohanim (129).

Every third and sixth year of the Sabbatical cycle, a Tithe for
the Poor replaces the Second Tithe (130).

We must attest that we have properly separated the various
tithes (131).
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We must tell of God’s Graciousness with us from the days
of Jacob and the freedom from our suffering and bondage in
Egypt, praying that the blessing continue in perpetuity, and
thank Him when the First Fruits are brought (132).

A portion of dough must be separated and given to a Kohen
(133).

Everything which grows on the Land in the Sabbatical year
must be made ownerless, available and accessible to everyone
(134) and the Land must not be worked that year (135).

Every fiftieth [Jubilee] year is to be sanctified also by not
working the Land that year (136), the Shofar is sounded on the
10t of Tishrei in that year to signal the release to freedom of the
slaves and the Hebrew bondsmen (137), all real estate returns to
its original owners without payment (138), and there is
redemption for property bought within the city walls until the
end of one year, only after which it becomes that of the buyer
and is not returned in the fiftieth year (139).

Every seven years must be counted until the Jubilee year,
beginning from the time we ruled the Land and held on to it,
just as we count the Omer (140).

We must cancel any debts that others owe us in the Seventh
year (141).

The Gentile must be pressed to pay his debts (142).

The Kohen is to be given the foreleg, cheeks and stomach
from all slaughtered, Kosher animals (143), as well as the first
fleece (144).
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Someone who dedicates to God an object he has in his
possession, must give it to a Kohen or to the Temple treasury
for its upkeep and maintenance (145).

Foods

An animal must be slaughtered before its meat can be eaten
(146).

The “blood of slaughter” of a fowl or an undomesticated
beast must be covered with earth (147).

The mother bird must be driven away from the nest before
her chicks can be taken (148).

The Torah has informed us of the signs of Kosher animals
(149), birds (150), grasshoppers (151), and fish (152).

Time-Related Laws

We must calculate the months and years (153); rest on the
Sabbath (154), sanctify that day by reciting Kiddush at its
beginning and Havdala at its end in honor of it and in order to
separate it from the other days of the week (155); remove leaven
from our possession on the 14t of Nissan (156), tell of the
Exodus at the beginning of the night of the 15% of Nissan,
everyone in his own words, although the one who adds and
expounds on this subject is praiseworthy (157), eat Matza that
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night (158), rest on the first (159) and seventh (160) days of
Pesach; count the Omer (161); rest on Shavuos (162), the 1st of
Tishrei [Rosh Hashanna] (163); fast (164) and rest from work
(165) on the 10t of Tishrei [Yom Kippur]; rest on the first (166)
and eighth (167) day of Succos, dwell in a Succah for the seven
days of the holiday (168), pick up a Lulav and rejoice for those
seven days (169); listen to the Shofar on the 1% of Tishrei (170);
and give half a Shekel to the Temple each year (171).

Matters of Justice

We are obligated to obey the Prophets (172), appoint a Jewish
king to unite and lead us (173), and heed the Great Court in all
matters (174).

Matters for the Great Court

We must act in accordance with the majority opinion of
Torah Sages and courts must rule in accordance with the
opinion of the majority of its judges (175); and appoint judges
to execute Torah commands, compel and warn the people to
follow the True way, punish sinners and appoint officers to
oversee the people (176).

The judges must allow each litigant to speak his piece
without prejudice or restriction in time (177).
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A witness must give full testimony about everything he
knows about the case, regardless of consequences (178).

Witnesses must be thoroughly cross-examined before
judgment may be rendered (179).

False witnesses are to be punished in the same way as
would the defendant have been punished had he been found
guilty (180).

We are commanded with the Laws of the Decapitated Calf
(181). We must designate six cities of refuge for accidental
murderers and prepare open roads to enable easy access to them
(182), and cities for the Levites to live in, since they have no
share in the Land (183).

Traps and obstacles must be removed from our habitats,
and we must build parapets on our roofs and fences around
open pits to protect people from injury (184).

Idolatry and idolatrous places of worship must be
completely burned, eradicated or otherwise destroyed (185).

The residents of a city which completely succumbed to
idolatry must be executed and the city and everything within it
burned down (186).

The Seven Nations [the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites,
Prizites, Chivites, Jebusites and the Girgushites] must be
exterminated inasmuch as they epitomized the essence of
idolatry and were its source (187), as well as each and every
descendent of Amalek (188).

We are to remember the unprovoked wickedness that
Amalek did to us (189).
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We may do battle with other nations if they do not want to
make peace with us (190).

A Kohen must be designated to address the troops before
going to war, and return home those who are not capable of
going out to battle (191).

Latrines must be prepared outside the encampment (192),
and a shovel to cover over his excrement must be carried by
every soldier in the field (193).

Random Interpersonal Laws

A stolen item must either be returned to its rightful owner
if the object is still extant as it was originally, along with one
fifth of its value or its value paid if the object was altered (194).

Charity and support must be given to the indigent (195).

A freed Hebrew bondsman must be given financial

assistance upon his release as he must not be sent away empty-
handed (196).

We must lend money to the poor man in order to ease his
poverty (197).

We must charge interest to the Gentile when loaning money
to him (198).

Collateral, such as a tool needed for his work, must be
returned to the Jewish borrower, if he needs that item during
that day. It is then returned to the lender that night (199).
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Wages must be paid to a day-laborer that very day (200).

A worker can eat from the un-harvested produce he is
working on in the field (201).

We must help unload an animal which collapsed under the
weight of a burden (202), and load a burden on an animal or
person if he is alone (203).

We must return a lost item to its rightful owner (204).

We must prevent someone from committing a sin, and warn
and reprove one who intends to sin (205).

We must love and be merciful with other Jews, just as we
love and pity ourselves (206), and love converts (207).

We must be certain that our weights, scales and measures
are precise and accurate (208).

We must honor our Sages and stand up before them (209);
and honor (210) and fear (211) our parents.

Relationships with Women

We must produce children in order to populate the world
with human beings (212), and have intimate relations only
within the context of a consecrated marriage (213).

The groom has one undisturbed year to be alone with his
new bride and does not go out to war (214).

We must circumcise our baby boys (215).
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One must either marry his childless brother’s widow (216)
or release her (217).

The rapist of a virgin must marry his victim (218).

We are commanded with the Laws of libeling one’s bride
(219), the seducer (220), and the Woman of Beauty taken captive
during war (221).

A divorce can only be executed by means of a written
document (222).

We have been commanded with the Laws of the Wife
Suspected of Adultery [Sotah] (223).

Laws Dealing with Punishment

Lashes are given with a leather whip as a punishment for
certain crimes (224).

The accidental killer is to be exiled to a city of refuge (225).

Depending upon the crime, offenders may be executed by
means of the sword (226), strangulation (227), burning (228) or
stoning (229).

The bodies of some of those executed by the Court are to be
hanged after death (230), but all are to be buried on the day of
execution or death (231).
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Laws of Damages, Acquisition and
Monetary Matters

We have been commanded with the Laws of the Hebrew
bondsman (232), to marry off (233) and redeem (234) a Hebrew
maidservant, and with the Laws governing Gentile slaves (235).

We are commanded with the Laws of injuries and fines
(236), the goring ox (237), digging an injurious uncovered pit in
a public place (238), robbery (239), the one who sends his oxen
to graze in someone else’s field (240), and the destructive fire
one set in his own field but which spread to another field (241).

We are commanded with the Laws of the unpaid bailee
(242), the paid watchman (243), and the borrower (244).

We are commanded with the Laws governing commerce
(245), and claims (246).

We must save the life of one being pursued even by killing
his pursuer (247).

We are commanded with the Laws governing inheritance
(248).
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THE 365 PROHIBITIONS

The Intellect

It is prohibited to assign godliness to anything but the One
God (1), make or commission the making of idols for worship
(2) or any other type of idolatry (3), make human figures such as
sculptures, even for decorative purposes (4), worship idolatry
by genuflecting, offering animals or incense or with libations
(5), or by any other means of worship peculiar to this idolatry
(6) or to give of our children to Molech worship (7).

We are warned against necromancy (8) and witchcraft (9),
engaging in matters dealing with idolatrous practices, such as to
involve ourselves in its study (10), setting up pillars for people
to gather around for pagan worship (11) or iconographic stone
floors for prostrating upon for idolatrous worship (12).

We must not plant trees in the Sanctuary or near the Altar,
even for decoration or beautification, since this was the practice
of the idolaters (13).

We are prohibited from ourselves swearing or even causing
an idolater to swear in the name of idolatry (14); proselytizing
(15) or enticing (16) another Jew to worship idols.

The enticed person must not love his enticer and crave for
his words (17) nor be compassionate with and not resent hatred
for his enticer (18).
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The enticed person must not save the life of his enticer (19)
nor learn merit for him (20) nor protect him from punishment

by remaining silent regarding his guilt (21).

We are forbidden to benefit from any ornamentation that
was used to adorn idolatry (22).

We must not rebuild the destroyed idolatrous city (23) nor
may we use or benefit from any of its property (24).

We must not become enriched by anything derived from
idolatry, rather we must distance ourselves from everything
dealing with idolatry (25).

It is forbidden to prophesize in the name of idolatry (26) nor
falsely in the Name of God (27).

We are forbidden to listen to one who prophesizes in the
name of idolatry, and not ask questions or even debate this with
him (28).

We must not be sympathetic with a false prophet or desist
from executing him (29).

We are commanded against imitating the heretics and acting
like them, such as by copying their clothing or attending their
sporting events, circuses and theaters (30).

We are prohibited from practicing sorcery (31), acting in
accordance with astrology (32); practicing divination and
fortune-telling (33), black magic (34) or enchantment (35).

We are forbidden to make inquiries of a necromancer (36),
sorcerer (37) or of the dead (38).
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Women are prohibited from wearing men’s clothing,
including the wearing of armor and carrying weapons, as well
as cutting their hair in male hairstyles (39) nor may men wear
women’s jewelry or clothing (40).

We must not tattoo our bodies (41), wear clothing of mixed
wool and linen (42), shave the sides of our heads (43), shave off
our beards with a razor (44) or slash ourselves (45). Included in
this last prohibition is to avoid public disputes and disunity.

We must never live in Egypt so that we do not learn from
their apostasy and act in accordance with their despicable ways
(46), stray after those thoughts of our hearts which oppose those
of the Torah (47), establish a covenant with heretics, that is the
peoples of the Seven Nations, nor permit them to remain
tranquil with their apostasy (48).

We must not allow a member of one of the Seven Nations to
live lest these people cause depravity and lead others to idolatry
(49) nor be merciful with idolaters or praise anything that is
special about them (50) nor permit an idol-worshipper to settle
in our Land lest we learn from their profanations (51).

We are forbidden to marry heretics, that is, Gentiles (52),
nor the males of Ammon or Moab even after they convert (53).

We cannot marry the descendents of Esau after they have
converted [for three generations] (54), as well as Egyptians and
Edomites (55).

We must never call the Ammonites or Moabites to peace
(56).
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We are prohibited from cutting down fruit-bearing trees
during a siege of a city in order to harass and pain the residents
(57).

We are warned against being afraid of our enemies in battle
and retreat (58).

We must not forget what evil the seed of Amelek did to us
(59).

It is a prohibition to blaspheme (60), swear falsely and take
His Name in vain (61, 62), profane the Name (63), test or
challenge God (64), nor destroy synagogues or the books of the
Prophets or erase the Holy Names (65).

We must not abandon one who was hanged and leave him
hanging on the tree overnight (66).

Serving God

We must not forgo guarding the Temple nor continuously
circling it during the night (67).

The Kohen Godol cannot enter the Sanctuary just at any
time because of the honor of the place and fear of the Holy
Presence nor may any Kohen enter therein except when he is
engaged in a Holy Service (68).

A Kohen with a disqualifying blemish may not enter the
Temple (69) nor may he perform any Holy Service therein (70),
even if his is a temporary defect (71).
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A Levite must not perform the unique Temple duties of a
Kohen nor may a Kohen perform those of a Levite (72).

It is forbidden to enter the Temple or instruct a matter of
Torah if one is inebriated (73).

A non-Kohen is forbidden to perform any Temple Service
(74), as is a ritually impure Kohen (75), and as is a Kohen who is
required to wait until evening after immersing in the Mikveh to
complete his purification process (76).

A ritually impure person cannot enter anywhere in the
Temple (77) nor even the Temple Mount (78).

The Altar cannot be constructed with stones which were
touched by metal (79).

We cannot ascend the Altar via stairs (80).

We are forbidden to extinguish the fire on top of the Altar
(81).

No offering, except for the Incense, may be offered on the
Golden Altar (82).

We are warned against preparing oil like the Anointing Oil
(83).

No one but a Kohen Godol and a king may be anointed
using the Anointing Oil prepared by Moses (84).

We are forbidden to prepare incense similar to the Incense
offered in the Temple (85).

We must not remove the staves of the Ark from their rings
(86) nor remove the Breastplate [Choshen] from the Kohen’s
garment [the Ephod] (87), nor tear or cut the edge of the robe
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[Me’il] of the Kohen Godol, rather the edge is to be woven with
no loose threads at the end (88).

We are warned against offering a sacrifice (89) or
slaughtering a consecrated animal (90) outside the Temple.

Regarding an animal with a defect or blemish, we are
forbidden to set it aside as an offering for the Altar (91),
slaughter it as an offering (92), toss its blood on the Altar (93),
offer up any of its internal organs (94) or offer it, even if the
blemish is impermanent (95).

We must not offer a sacrifice from the Gentiles if the animal
has a disqualifying defect (96).

We are forbidden to maim a consecrated animal (97).

We must not offer either barley or honey on the Altar (98)
nor make an offering without salt (99).

We are forbidden to offer a sacrifice which was donated
based on the price of a prostitute or a dog (100).

We are forbidden to slaughter a parent and child animal on
the same day (101).

It is forbidden to add oil (102) or frankincense (103) to the
sinner’s meal-offering nor to mix oil (104) or frankincense (105)
with the Sotah’s meal-offering.

We are forbidden to substitute a consecrated offering for
another animal (106) or to offer up one type of consecrated
offering with another type of consecrated offering (107).
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We are forbidden to redeem a ritually pure first-born
animal (108), sell the Tithe animal (109) or sell any sort of
property, including animals, slaves, real-estate or moveable
objects (110) or redeem real-estate (111) which were dedicated to
the Temple.

We are prohibited from severing the head of a bird sin-
offering at the time its neck was snapped (112), working a
consecrated animal (113) or shearing its fleece (114).

Sacrifices

We are forbidden to slaughter the Paschal Lamb (Korban
Pesach) while we are still in the possession of leaven (115).

We are warned against withholding offering the innards of
the Korban Pesach upon the Altar until after the prescribed
time for eating them has passed (116).

We must not leave over any meat of the Korban Pesach until
the next day, that is, the 15%* of Nissan (117), the meat of the
Chaggigah of the 14" [of Nissan] sacrifice until the third day
(118), the meat of the Pesach Sheni until the next morning (119),
and the Thanksgiving Offering (Korban Todah) until morning
(120).

We must not break a bone of the Korban Pesach (121) nor
that of the Pesach Sheni (122) nor remove the meat of the
Korban Pesach outside of the area where the group has come
together to eat it (123).
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Remnants of the meal-offering [eaten by the Kohanim]
must not be cooked (124).

We are prohibited from eating the Korban Pesach if it was
cooked or is raw (125).

The Korban Pesach cannot be given to a Resident Alien to
eat (126) nor may an uncircumcised male eat (127) or a Jewish
apostate be given to eat (128) of it.

One who is ritually impure may not eat the Holy Sacrifices
(129).

It is forbidden to eat sacrificial meat which became defiled
(130), remnants for which the time of their eating has passed
[Nossor] (131), and sacrifices which were slaughtered with the
wrong intention [Pigul] (132).

A non-Kohen is forbidden to eat of the Priest’s due (133), as
are the Kohen’s permanent employees or hired workers (134),
the uncircumcised (135), and a defiled Kohen (136).

A woman who was forbidden to have relations with a
Kohen [a Challalah] and her offspring from such a relationship
are forbidden to eat of consecrated foods (137).

We are warned against eating the Kohen’s meal-offering
(138).

The Kohanim are forbidden to eat the meat of certain sin-
offerings the blood of which was brought inside the Heichal
(139).

We must not eat of disqualified, consecrated sacrifices (140)
nor the Second Tithe of grain (141), wine (142), olive oil (143) or
the unblemished first-born animal (144) outside of Jerusalem.

232



ALL 613 COMMANDMENTS IN PROSE

Everyone, including the Kohanim, is forbidden to eat a sin-
offering or a guilt-offering outside of the Temple Courtyard
(145).

We are prohibited from eating the meat of the burnt-
offering (Olah) (146), and that of Lower-Sanctity sacrifices prior
to the tossing of the blood on the Altar (147).

Kohanim cannot eat of the First-Fruits outside of the
Temple (148).

A non-Kohen cannot eat Higher-Sanctity sacrificial meat
(149).

The Second-Tithe cannot be eaten in impurity before it is
redeemed (150) nor on the day one of that person’s seven close
relatives died (151).

The monies of redeemed Second-Tithes cannot be used for
any purpose other than for buying food and drink (152).

We are forbidden to eat untithed foods (153).

Tithes must not be given in any sequence other than that
prescribed by the Torah (154).

We must not tarry in contributing anything we vow to give,
including sacrifices (155).

We must not go up to the Temple to celebrate the festivals
without offering a sacrifice (156).

We must not neglect to fulfill what we have vowed to do
(157).

233



ALL 613 COMMANDMENTS IN PROSE

Sanctity

No Kohen may marry a harlot (158), a Challalah (159) or a
divorcee (160).

The Kohen Godol may not marry a widow (161) nor may he
come upon her even without benefit of marriage (162).

A Kohen may not enter the Temple with disheveled hair
(163) or tattered clothing (164).

The Kohanim are forbidden to leave the Temple when the
Service is taking place (165).

An ordinary Kohen may not become defiled except with
one of those relatives specified in Scriptures (166).

The Kohen Godol must not be present under the same roof
as a corpse (167) or become defiled by any corpse (168).

No one from the Tribe of Levi may possess a portion of the
Land (169) or take of the spoils captured during the conquest of
the Land of Israel (170).

We are forbidden to pull out our hair because of mourning
for the dead, as do the fools (171).

We are prohibited from eating meat from an unclean animal
(172), fish (173) or bird (174); flying insects, such as flies, bees
and wasps (175), swarming vermin, such as worms and beetles
(176), life-forms which live in mold (177) or in seeds and fruit,
when they emerge (178) or any other type of vermin (179),
carrion (180), meat from an animal which was torn asunder or
injured (181), a limb torn from a live animal (182), the thigh
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tendon [Gid Hanoshe] (183), blood (184), and certain fats from
Kosher animals (185).

We are forbidden to cook (186) or eat and benefit from (187)
meat and milk together.

We must not eat the meat of an animal condemned to
stoning to death as a punishment to it, even if it was first
slaughtered (188).

Before the 16™ of Nissan, we are forbidden to eat bread
made from the new crop of wheat, barley, spelt, oats or rye
(189), roasted grain of the new crop (190), and dry new-crop
wheat kernels (191).

Also prohibited are fruit within the first three years of the
tree’s planting (192), admixtures of grains and vegetables from
the vineyard (193), and the drinking of wine designated for
idolatrous purposes (194).

We must not become drunkards and gourmands, that is,
stubborn and rebellious, at an early age (195), eat on Yom
Kippur (196), leaven on Pesach (197) or even food mixed with
leaven on Pesach (198), and leaven after mid-day on the 14t of
Nissan (199).

Leaven must not be seen (200) or found (201) in our
residences for the seven days of Passover.

The Nazirite is prohibited from drinking wine or any
alcoholic beverage with grape content (202), eating grapes (203),
raisins (204), grape seeds (205) or grape skins (206), defiling
himself with contact with the dead (207), being under the same
roof as a corpse (208) or shaving and cutting off of his hair (209).
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Agricultural Laws

We must not harvest the corners of our fields (210).

During harvest, we may not gather the fallen stalks (211),
completely clear out the vineyards (212), gather the berries
which fell in the vineyard (213) nor return for the forgotten
sheaves (214), all of which is to be left for the poor.

We are prohibited from planting together different species
in our fields in the Land of Israel (215) nor wheat or other
vegetables in a vineyard (216).

It is forbidden to mate (217) or work (218) different species
of animals together.

We must not prevent an animal from eating the food it is
working on at that time by muzzling, such as an ox when it is
threshing wheat (219).

During the Seventh Year, we are prohibited from working
the Land (220), the trees (221); nor harvest, in the normal way,
produce that grew naturally in the fields (222) or the fruit (223).

We are forbidden to work the Land (224), collect the harvest
(225) and fruits (226) in the normal way during the Jubilee year.

We are prohibited from selling our lands in the Land of
Canaan for perpetuity (227) nor the Levites’ plots (228).

We are warned against neglecting the Levites and leaving
them without their full due, and not cheering them on the
holidays (229).
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We must not sue our debtors during the Sabbatical Year
(230), refrain from lending because the Sabbatical Year will
cancel all debts (231), withhold charity and financial aid to the
poor (232) nor send away our freed Hebrew bondsman empty-
handed at the end of his six years of servitude (233).

Injury and Damages

We must not sue a debtor if we know that he cannot pay
back his debt (234), charge (235) or payback (236) interest on a
loan or occupy ourselves in any way with those who are
borrowing or lending with interest, such as being a guarantor,
witness or writer of the loan document (237).

We are prohibited from oppressing a worker by delaying
payment of his wages (238), seizing a pledge by ourselves, but
may only do so via court order and through its agent (239);
withholding from a debtor his pledge if he needs that item that
day, such as his blanket at night or his plough during the
daytime (240), taking collateral from a widow whether she be
rich or poor (241) or from any sort of vessel or item used to
prepare food (242).

It is forbidden to kidnap a Jew (243), steal money (244), rob
by force (245), reposition borders (246), deny payment to our
debtors and exploit them by means of fraud and manipulation
(247), deny our debts or that we are in the possession of a
deposit left with us (248), falsely swear that we owe no debt
(249), act fraudulently one with another in commerce (250), be
deceitful in speech, which also means to speak to others in a
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hurtful way such as to remind someone of his past sins; nor be
misleading in speech such as speaking to someone as if you
intend to buy something from him but have no intent to do so
whether with a fellow Jew (251) or a righteous convert (252) nor
with a righteous convert in other business transactions (253).

We are forbidden to return a slave who fled to the Land of
Israel to his master (254) nor to defraud him (255).

We must not afflict orphans or widows (256), work a
Hebrew bondsman with demeaning labor (257), sell a Hebrew
bondsman in the same disgraceful and humiliating manner as
are other slaves sold (258), make a Hebrew bondsman perform
useless work (259), permit a Gentile living in our country to
give oppressive work to a Hebrew bondsman who sold himself
to the Gentile (260), sell a Hebrew maidservant (261) or, if he
marries her or any woman, exasperate her by restricting her
food and clothing or denying her marital relations (262) nor sell
(263) or enslave (264) the Woman of Beauty after having had
intercourse with her.

We are forbidden to scheme ways to acquire (265) or to
covet (266) someone else’s property.

A worker may not eat from the produce he is working on if
it is still attached to the ground (267) and not more than what is
permitted him (268).

We must not be oblivious to a lost object (269) or ignore and
not help one carrying a burden (270).
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We are warned against cheating with regard to measuring
land, and with measures and weights (271), and even against
maintaining undersized weights and measures at home, and

even if they are not used for commercial transactions(272).

Laws for Judges

The judge must not do any injustice in his judgement, that
is, by convicting an innocent man or releasing a guilty one (273),
take bribes even if it will not change his verdict (274), favor one
of the litigants even if he is a very great person (275), be in
trepidation of a lawless and violent man, but judge him without
fear (276), have compassion for the indigent in trial and rule
leniently with them (277), pervert judgment because the litigant
is a lawless and evil man (278), be merciful with the murderer
or the one who caused the loss of a limb (279), favor converts or
orphans (280), listen to the testimony of one litigant when not in
presence of the other one (281), convinct the accused in a capital
case if there is a majority of only one on the court who finds
him guilty (282) or to follow the reasoning of another judge
because the other is greater than he, but rather, he must use his
own logic to arrive at a decision (283).

The Great Court or the Exilarch is warned not to appoint as
a judge a man who is not an expert in Torah wisdom and Law
(284).

We are warned against giving false witness (285).
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The judge is forbidden to accept or judge in accordance
with the testimony of a sinful person (286) nor accept testimony
of relatives (287).

We must not punish anyone or take money from a litigant
based on the testimony of one witness even if he, the witness, is
the most impeccable person (288).

We are warned against murdering one another (289).

We must not execute punishment based only on having
“strong” evidence or being “reasonably” certain (290).

In a capital case, a witness is not permitted to say anything,
whether it is for or against the accused, other than give
testimony (291).

We must not execute a sinner who committed a capital
crime before he has been brought to trial (292).

We are warned against being merciful with the life of the
pursuer (293), failing to punish a rapist (294), and accepting a
payoff to release an intentional murderer from execution (295)
or an accidental murderer from exile (296).

We must not abstain from saving the life of another Jew,
such as if he was drowning when we can swim and save him
(297), endanger human life by failing to remove injurious traps
and obstacles in our cities and homes (298), and cause the
innocent and naive to stumble by intentionally offering them
incorrect advise and logic (299).

The judge must not beat the sinner brutally by exceeding

the maximum number of lashes (300).
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Grief and Fraud

We are warned against gossiping (301); hating (302),
shaming (303) or avenging (304) one another, and bearing a
grudge (305).

We must not take both mother bird and her chicks together
(306).

The leper must not shave the hair of the skin disruption
(307) nor cut or burn off the signs of leprosy in order to change
its appearance (308).

We must not plant or work the land near the running river
where the calf was decapitated (309), let a sorcerer live (310),
remove the groom from his house for a year to serve in the
military or do any other public service (311).

Honoring Others

We are warned not to dispute or divert from following the
rabbis who teach Torah (312); not to add to (313) or detract from
(314) anything to either the written or oral Torah; curse a judge
(315), the President of the Court (316), another Jew (317) or one’s
parents (318); or strike one’s parents (319).

241



ALL 613 COMMANDMENTS IN PROSE

Time-Related Laws

We must not perform work (320), travel beyond the city
limits (321), punish a sinner or execute judgement (322) on
Shabbos.

We are forbidden to work on the first (323) and seventh day
(324) of Pesach, Shavuos (325), Rosh Hashanna (326), the first
day of Succos (327), Shemini Atzeres (328) and Yom Kippur
(329).

Illicit Relationships

One is forbidden to engage in intimate relations with his
mother (330), father’s wife (331), sister (332), father’s wife’s
daughter (333), son’s daughter (334), daughter’s daughter (335),
daughter (336), both a woman and her daughter together (337), a
woman and her son’s daughter together (338), a woman and her
daughter’s daughter (339), father’s sister (340), mother’s sister
(341), father’s brother’s wife (342), son’s wife (343), brother’s
wife (344), a woman and her sister during the woman’s lifetime
(345), a menstruating woman (346), another man’s wife (347), an
animal (348) - and, for a woman, to bring an animal upon
herself (349) - a male (350), one’s father (351), and one’s father’s
brother (352).

One must not be intimate with, such as by hugging or
kissing, any of these even without intercourse (353).
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A bastard [Mamzer] may not marry a daughter of Israel
(354).

Relationships with Women

We are prohibited from having intercourse with anyone
without benefit of a marriage contract (355).

We may not remarry our divorced wife if she had married
someone else in the interim (356).

A man may not have relations with his brother’s widow as
long as she is still obligated to have a levirate marriage (357).

The rapist cannot divorce his victim (358) nor may the man
who slandered his wife (359).

One who has mangled reproductive organs is prohibited
from having relations with a Jewess (360).

It is forbidden to castrate either a male human or animal
(361).

The King

We must not appoint one born a Gentile as our king, even if
he becomes a righteous convert (362).

The king must not have an abundance of horses (363), wives
(364) or wealth (365).
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THE SEVEN RABBINICAL
COMMANDMENTS

The seven rabbinical commands are to recite blessings,
wash one’s hands before meals, light the Shabbos candles, the
Laws of Eruvim, saying Hallel, lighting Chanukah lights, and

reading the Book of Esther on Purim.

THE SEVEN COMMANDMENTS
FOR GENTILES

The seven commands incumbent on Gentiles are idolatry,
murder, theft, blasphemy, illicit sexual relations such as
adultery and incest, eating the limb of a living animal and

establishing courts of law.
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